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PREFACE. 


Part  of  the  following  Reports  was 


inferted  in  the  Monthly  Magazine 


tor  the  years  1796,  1797,  and  in  the 
Medical  and  Phyfical  Journal  for  1799. 
Many  of  the  readers  of  thofe  periodical 
works  having  honoured  with  particular 
notice  the  ftatements  refpedting  Chronic 
Difeafes,  as  well  as  Epidemics,  it  was 
propofed  to  me  that  the  monthly  ac- 
counts of  them  fhould  be  revifed,  and 
republifhed  feparately,  with  any  additional 
obfervations  which  might  occur. 

With  this  propofition  I have  complied, 
finding  myfelf  unable,  through,  a variety 
of  engagements,  to  accomplifh  another 
object  which  has  been  urged  as  a de- 
finable one  ; — to  give,  under  fome  proper 
arrangement,  an  accurate  hiftory  of  the 
dilorders  prevalent  in  or  near  London, 
from  actual  obfervation,  without  any 
bias  from  the  confideration  of  difeafes  of 
other  climates,  and  without  a conftant 
reference  to  the  congeries  of  fymptoms 
detailed  by  fyftematic  writers. 
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In  the  prefent  work,  not  only  the] 
accounts  of  difeafes  for  1796,  1797,  and 
1799,  are  amplified,  but  Reports,  en- 
tirely new,  with  various  collateral  ob- 
fervations,  are  added  for  the  year  1798; 
alfo  for  180O,  a year  remarkable  for  its 
temperature,  and  for  an  unufual  feries  of 
complaints.  Any  irregularities*  which 
appear  in  the  lifts  of  difeafes  will,  I hope* 
be  excufed,  a nice  arrangement  of  them 
not  having  been  the  primary  objedt.  The 
generic  diftindtions  and  varieties  muft  be 
principally  referred  to  the  nofologv  of 
Sauvages.  In  forming  the  three  claffrs 
of  Acute,  Chronic,  and  Periodical  Dif- 
eafes, the  ufual  plan  of  nofologifts  has  not 
been  oblcrved.  All  the  writers  on  this 
fubjedt,  influenced,  perhaps,  by  the  opi- 
nion of  Sydenham,f  have  not  only  in- 
cluded Intermittents  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  Fever,  but  confidered  one  of 
their  paroxyfms  as  an  epitome  of  Fevers 
in  general,  the  different  forms  of  which 
are  faid  to  confift  merely  of  a repetition 


* The  fame  generic  titles  are  found  fomctiir.es 
among  the  Chronic,  fometim.s  among  Acute 
Difeafes,  according  to  the  ftatc  of  the  fymptoms. 

f Seff.i.  cap.  i.  Sec, 

of 
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of  fiich  paroxyfms  more  or  lefs  diftindly 
marked,  with  longer  or  fhorter  intervals.* 
Thofe,  however,  who  take  the  trouble 
to  compare  minutely  the  fymptoms  of  an 
Ague,  and  of  a malignant  Fever  from 
contagion,  will  find  that  the  primary 
appearances,  the  courfe,  and  crifis,  or  the 
two  difeafes  are  as  different  as  their  ex- 
citing caufes ; and  that  no  more  analogy 
fubfifts  between  them  than  between  the 
Small-pox,  Eryfipelas,  Rheumatifm,  and 
internal  Inflammation.  I have,  from 
clofe  attention,  been  fo  much  impreffed 
with  the  difference,  as  to  think  that  In- 
termittents  fhould  be  wholly  disjoined 
from  every  diforder  propagated  by  in- 
fection, and  arranged  in  a feparate  clafs. 
With  refped  to  the  claffes  under  which 
the  difeafes  are  put  down  in  the  follow- 
ing pages,  it  may  be  obferved,  that, 
iff.  Acute  Diseases  are  attended 
with  difturbance  of  the  bodily  fundions. 


* “ From  all  this,  a prefumption  arifes  that 
“ every  Fever  confifts  of  repeated  paroxyfms,  and 
“ differs  from  others  only  in  the  circumftances, 
“ and  repetition  of  the  paroxyfms  ; and,  there- 
“ fore,  that  it  was  allowable  in  us  to  take  the 
“ paroxyfm  of  a pure  Intermittent  as  an  example 
“ and  model  of  the  whole.”  Dr.  Cullen’s  Firlt 
Lines,  cap. i.  §.31. 
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fo  violent  and  general,  that,  unlefs  they) 
terminate  favourably,  or  change  theinl 
form,  they  muft  prove  fatal  within  al 
fhort  compafs  of  time.  The  fymptoma 
characterizing  an  acute  difeafe  at  its  com -I 
mencement,  and  which  have  little  re-j 
million  during  its  courle,  are,  fuddenj 
and  confiderable  lofs  of  ftrength,  pain  ini 
the  loins,  aching  of  the  limbs,  total  in- 1 
capacity  of  attention  or  exertion  of  mind,  j 
heat  of  the  fkin,  thirft,  a frequent  pulfe, 
and  furred  tongue.  Thefe  general  fymp- 
toms,  differently  proportioned  and  va- 
rioufly  modified,  according  to  the  ftrength,  j 
depreflion,  or  irregularity,  of  the  pulfe, 
the  ftate  of  mind,  and  appearances  of  the 
tongue,  form  the  fubdivifions,  and  generic 
diftindtions  of  febrile  complaints. 

i.  Chronic  Diseases  are  of  long  du- 
ration, and  moftly  confift  of  uneafinefs  in 
fome  part  or  organ,  and  of  impediments 
to  the  performance  of  its  functions.  They 
are  ufually  attended  with  general  debility, 
but  not  with  violent  diforder  of  the  con- 
ftitution. 

3.  Periodical  Diseases  are  charac- 
terized by  a return,  at  ftated  intervals,  of 
pain  and  general  diforder,  or  fits  of  fhiver- 
ing,  followed  by  heat  of  the  fkin,  and  per- 
fpiraticn,  the  whole  being  comprifcd  in 
kfs  than  twenty  Tour  hours.  During  the 

intervals. 
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intervals,  however,  the  patient  is  not  in  a 
{fate  of  health,  but  has  a fallow  com- 
plexion, and  is  affe&ed  with  languor, 
debility,  lots  of  appetite,  &c. 

Moft  of  the  plans  of  nofology  are 
exceptionable,  as  being  formed  on  hypo- 
thetical principles,  rather  than  a ftridt 
analogy  between  the  difeafes  put  in  the 
fame  order. * It  is  not  my  prefent  view 
to  multiply  objections,  nor  to  enlarge  on 
this  fubjeCt ; I fhall  only  obferve  that  the 
difeafe,  to  which  the  denomination  of 
Synochus  is  hereafter  applied,  has  fome 
affinity  with  the  Synochus  of  the  antients. 
This  term  is  not  employed  by  Dr. 
Cullen  in  its  original  fenfe,  but  to  exprefs 
the  combination-}-  of  an  inflammatory  with 
a contagious  Fever.  The  practitioners 
of  North  Britain  haftily  exclude  from 
nofology,  and  feem  to  deny,  the  exiftence 
of  a com  plaint  J (See  page  25)  with 


* Thus  Dr.  Cullen  has  arranged  as  genera, 
under  the  order  Spasm  1,  Diarrhoea,  Diabetes,  Te- 
tanus, Epilepfy,  Chorea,  Palpitatio,  Hooping 
Cough,  Colic,  and  Hydrophobia. 

f This  often  occurs  incidentally  ; (See  below, 
page  258;)  but  does  not  conilitute  an  efl'ential 
difeafe. 

t See  Cullen’s  Firlt  Lines,  §.  72. 

which 
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which  their  fiation  does  not  lead  them 
to  be  acquainted. 

Eryfipelas  is  ufually  ranked  among  the 
Exanthemata,  though  having  little  affinity 
with  the  other  difeafes  arranged  under 
the  fame  order.  The  form  of  it  entitled 
Eryfipelas  phlegmonodes  (See  page  37) 
does  not  fcem  communicable  by  conta- 
gion : however,  when  the  fluid  contained 
in  its  vehicles  is  inoculated  into  the  arm, 
it  excites  a diffufe  inflammation  and  fwel- 
ling,  with  a flight  degree  of  fever.  The 
oedematic,  or  gangrenous  forms  of  Ery- 
lipelas  may  be  combined  with  malignant 
Fever,  and  thus  communicated  from  one 
perlbn  to  another.  Inflances  of  this 
have  occurred  frequently  in  Hofpitals, 
the  complicated  difeafe  fpreading  through 
a whole  W'ard.*  It  is  Angular  that  the 
Fever  likewife  unites  itfelf  with  other 
complaints,  and  is  propagated  by  in- 
fection under  a double  form.  I may 
mention,  as  an  inftance,  the  combination 
of  an  ulcerated  Sore-throat  with  ma- 
lignant Fever.  To  this  combination 
alone,  which  often  occurs,  and  is  very 


* See  Dr.  Wells’s  Obfervations  on  Eryfipelas, 
in  the  Tranfaffions  Medical  and  Chirurgical,  vol.ii. 
page  213. 
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contagious  the  title  of  Angina  maligna 
would  have  been  mod  properly  applied. 
Medical  writers,  by  not  diftinguifhing  it 
from  the  Scarlatina  anginoi'a,  have  been 
led  into  obfcurity,  and  made  a foundation 
far  fome  needlcfs  controverfies.  I may 
here  alfo  refer  to  the  obfervations  made, 
page  3 2 1>  on  the  complication  of  puer- 
peral and  malignant  Fever,  which  has 
lbme  analogy  with  the  cafes  above  dated. 

The  term  Hedtica  is  ufed  below  in 
the  fignification  given  to  it  by  the  Greek 
phyficians  among  whom  it  was  not  con- 
fidered  merely  as  a fecondary  complaint, 
depending  on  internal  fuppuration,  or  any 
local  defeat,  but  as  arifmg  from  a failure 
of  ftrength  in  old  age,  from  an  exhaufted 
Hate  of  conftitution,  occafioned  by  fatigue, 
long  fading,  anxiety,  or  lofs  of  deep  ; 
and  fome  times  as  a fequel  of  Caufos  or 
other  Fevers.  They  remark  farther,  that 
the  Hedtica  often  appears  ac  firft  like  an 
Ephemera,  that  it  is  always  aggravated 
after  food,  that  its  duration  is  indefinite. 


* Galen-  Meth.  Med.  io. — De  Marafmo,  & 
De  Dift".  Puli’,  cap.  io.  — Alexander  T radian, 
lib.  xii.  cap.  4.  - — Paulas  iEgin.  De  Re  Medica, 
lib.  ii.  cap.  32.  Adtuarius  particularly  diltin- 
guilhes  the  fecondary  fpecics  of  Hedlic,  connedfed 
with  internal  inflammation,  fuprpuratiqn,  and  feir- 
rhus.  Med.  lib.  ii,  cap.  i. 

and 
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and  that  it  often  terminates  in  a marafmus. 
All  the  fpecies  of  Hedlic  are  charac- 
terized by  the  recurrence  every  twenty- 
four  hours,  or  fometimes  every  twelve 
hours,  of  heat  of  the  fkin,  after  flight 
chillinefs,  with  a circumfcribed  flufh  of 
the  cheeks,  an  increafed  velocity  of  the 
pulfe,  and  violent  perfpirations  towards 
morning.  In  infancy,  childhood,  youth, 
and  old  age,  (Seepage  19,)  Hedtic  takes 
place,  without  any  local  affedtion,  from 
changes  in  the  conftitution,  connected 
with  the  different  ftages  of  human  life. 


A fimilar  ftate  of  diforder  is  often  pro- 
duced in  perfons  of  the  middle  age, 
when  the  conftitutional  vigour  firft . ap- 
pears to  decline,  not  refilling  as  ufual 
the  operation  of  cold,  fatigue,  and  other 
occafional  caufes.  This  ftate  is  moftly 
accompanied  with  aphthous  ulcerations 
of  the  tongue  and  fauces,  and  a large 
fecretion  of  frothy  phlegm.  Under  this 
head  alfo  muft  be  ranked  the  Febris 
aphthofa,  or  Hedlica  aphthofa,  often  put 
down  in  the  fucceeding  lifts.  It  com- 
mences with  violent  and  repeated  fliiver- 
ings,  fucceeded  by  flufhes  of  heat; 
with  pains  of  the  head,  neck,  and  limbs; 
roughnefs  of  the  throat ; a dark  rednels 
and  enlargement  of  the  papiike  of  the 
tongue ; likewife  an  enlargement  of  the 

veins 
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veins  of  the  uvula,  tonfils,  &c.  The 
formation  of  aphtha  is  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  a drynefs  of  the  tongue,  clam- 
minefs  of  the  month,  naufea,  hiccough, 
heat  in  the  ftomach,  which  is  increafed 
by  medicines,  wine,  or  food  taken  warm, 
A Diarrhoea  fupervenes,  in  which  the 
{fools  are  of  a dark- brown  colour,  and 
often  (freaked  with  blood.  The  urine 
is  at  firft  clear,  but  has  afterwards  a curdly 
pink  fediment,  as  in  other  hectic  cafes. 
There  is  ufually  pain  and  deafnefs  in  one 
ear,  with  great  pain  and  tendernefs  in  the 
foies  of  the  feet.  A circumfcribed  red- 
nefs  appears  on  the  cheeks  towards  even- 
ing, attended  with  a quick  pulfe,  heat  of 
the  fkin,  flight  delirium,  and  reftleflnefs. 
During  the  day  the  patient  is  languid, 
and  heavy,  fometimes  thirfty,  with  but 
little  appetite.  After  the  tongue,  fauces, 
&c.  have  been  healed,  the  Aphthous 
ulcerations  return  again,  with  internal 
heat,  general  uneaflnefs,  and  the  fame 
train  of  fymptoms  as  at  firfb.  By  frequent 
relapfes  of  this  kind,  the  patient  is  often  re- 
duced to  an  extreme  degree  of  debility, 
and  emaciation ; and  the  whole  duration 
of  the  complaint  is  from  five  to  twelve 
weeks.  The  cafes  of  Hedtic,  put  down 
in  the  laft  report  for  the  year  1800,  were 
moftly  of  the  kind  here  defended.  An 
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account  of  this  complaint  was,  by  miftakc,| 
omitted  in  its  proper  place. 


In  the  lifts  of  difeafes  prefixed  to  the 
Reports,  two-thirds  of  the  cafes  occurred 
among  the  lower  clafles  of  people,  moftly 
patients  of  the  Public  Difpenfary,  near 
Temple-Bar:  the  remaining  third  was 
the  refult  of  private  practice  in  the  upper 
ranks  of  fociety.  The  increafea  number 
of  cafes  put  down  for  the  laft  two  years 
muft  be  in  a great  meafure  referred  to 
the  flouriftiing  ftate  of  the  Difpenfary,  by 
means  of  which  the  medical  attendants  be- 
came more  fully  acquainted  with  the  dif- 
eafes of  the  diftrict ; a diftubt  extending, 
from  Smithfield  and  St.  Paul’s,  to  St.  Mar- 
tin’s Lane  and  Tottenham-Court-Road. 

A comparative  view  of  the  Bills  of 
Mortality,  at  different  periods,  and  a diary 
of  the  weather,  are  given  at  the  end  of 
the  book,  as  necefiary  appendages  to 
a work  of  this  kind.  The  meteorolo- 
gical journal,  taken  from  the  Philolbphical 
Tranfa&ions,  was  kept  at  the  apartments 
of  the  Royal  Society.  It  is  to  be  no- 
ticed, that  the  quickftlver  in  the  bafon 
of  the  barometer  is  8 1 feet  above  the 
level  of  low  water  fpring- tides  at  Somer- 
fet-Houfe. 
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Dictates  in  ILontion. 


STATE  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON 

On  the  20 th  of  March , 1796. 

During  the  winter  of  1795-6,  the  wind 

being  moftly  in  the  weft  and  fouth-weft 
quarters,  no  froft  took  place  till  the  latter  end 
of  February.  But,  notwithftanding  the  mild, 
warm,  and  often  damp  weather,  fo  favourable, 
in  general,  to  the  produdion  of  putrid  difeafes, 
the  number  of  infectious  fevers,  throughout 
London,  was  remarkably  fmall.  Intermit- 
tents,  particularly  Quartans  and  Quotidians, 
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were,  however,  more  frequent  than  ufuat, 
and  very  obftinate.  The  paroxyfms,  after  I 
having  ceafed  for  two  or  three  weeks,  recur- 
red, in  many  inftances,  from  expofure  to 
cold : and  a perfedt  cure  was  not  accom- 
plifhed  till  the  middle  of  March. 

The  Scarlet  Fever,  with  an  ulcerated  Sore- 
throat,  had  prevailed  every  autumn  from  the 
year  1785  to  1794,  and  proved  extremely 
fatal.  This  complaint  began  to  decline  in 
1795  ; and  is  at  prefent  only  fporadic.  Since 
Chriftmas  laft,  the  Meafles  and  Smali-pox 
have  been  extenfively  diffufed ; the  former 
difeafe  being,  for  the  mod  part,  mild  in  its 
fymptoms,  and  favourable  in  its  terminations ; 
the  latter  often  confluent  and  fatal,  efpecially 
to  children. 

There  was  alfo  among  infants  and  children, 
during  the  month  of  January,  an  e'pidemic 
Catarrh,  attended  with  a watery  difeharge 
from  the  eyes  and  noftrils,  a frequent  though 
flight  cough,  a fhortnefs  of  breath,  or  rather, 
panting,  a flufhing  of  the  cheeks,  great  lan- 
guor, with  difpofition  to  fleep,  and  a quick, 
fjnall,  irregular  pulfe.  Thefe  fymptoms  were 
alleviated  by  the  ufe  of  emetics,  blifters,  and 
antimonials  in  fmall  dofes  : and  the  complaint 
terminated  in  about  eight  days.  It  was  fuc- 

ceeded, 
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ceeded,  in  February,  by  the  Hooping  Cough, 
which  commenced  with  a febrile  ftage,  and 
proceeded  with  fuch  fevere  paroxyfms  of  the 
cough,  that  many  delicate  children  funk  un- 
der them,  being  wholly  exhaufted  by  the  vio- 
lent and  repeated  exertions.  In  fome  cafes, 
this  diforder  was  inftantly  fuperfeded  by  the 
appearance  of  the  Small-pox,  after  the  decline 
of  which,  the  cough  returned  with  the  fame 
■violence  as  at  flrft.  Three  patients  who 
feemed  nearly  fpent  by  the  frequent  repetition 
of  the  paroxyfms,  the  eyes  becoming  dull  and 
gloffy,  the  cheeks  livid  and  bloated,  the  brea- 
thing laborious,  the  pulfe  weak  and  fluttering, 
were,  neverthelefs,  recovered  by  the  applica- 
tion of  leeches  to  the  cheft,  blifters,  pedilu- 
viurn,  and  very  finall  dofes  of  Dover’s  powder 
given  every  four  hours. 

- Adults  were,  about  the  fame  time,  afledted 
with  inflammatory  Sore-throats,  Coughs,  and 
Catarrhal  Fevers.  In  feveral  patients,  moft 
of  them  females,  a hard,  founding  cough  was, 
after  fome  days,  followed  by  an  expedtoration 
of  thick,  fetid,  greenifla  matter,  intermixed 
with  a large  quantity  of  clear,  vifcid  mucus. 
Along  with  this,  other  fymptoms  appeared, 
which  feemed  to  indicate  the  approach  of 
Phthifls  pulmonalis,  as  diarrhoea,  hedtic  fever, 
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night  fweats,  and  emaciation.  The  complaint  i 
was  much  aggravated  during  the  froft,  which 
began  in  the  laft  week  of  February,  and  ter- 
minated on  the  nth  of  March.  It  was  not 
at  all  alleviated  by  blood-letting  employed  at 
an  early  period  of  the  cough.  The  mod  ef- 
fectual remedies  appeared  to  be,  cupping  be- 
tween the  fhoulders,  blifters  applied  to  the 
flernum  and  fcrobiculus  cordis,  pediluvium, 
antimonials  occasionally,  nitre,  and  demulcent 
drinks.  Under  this  treatment,  added  to  a 
light  cooling  diet,  all  the  above  patients  were 
reftored  to  health  before  the  20th  of  March. 
The  diforder  had  not  therefore,  in  any  cafe, 
produced  ulcerations  in  the  lungs  : and  the  ex- 
pectorated fluid,  fo  alarming  in  its  appearance, 
was  perhaps  only  compofed  of  a puriform  fe- 
cretion,  and  an  increafed  difcharge  of  mucus, 
circumftances  ufual  in  other  membranous  in- 
flammations. It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that, 
by  fuch  a ftate  of  the  inner  furface  cf  the 
lungs,  the  conflitution  is  affected  nearly  in 
the  fame  manner  as  when  they  are  ulcerated ; 
on  which  account,  the  diagnofis  of  pulmo- 
nary Confumption  muft  often  be  rendered 
obfcure  and  difficult. 

The  treatment,  employed  in  the  above  cafes, 
proved  likewife  fuccefsful  in  two  cafes  of 

Peri- 
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Peripneumony,  where  bleeding  from  the  arrrt 
had  been  difadvantageous. 

Between  the  ift  of  January  and  the  20th 
of  March,  many  cafes  occurred  of  the  com- 
plaint, defcribed  by  Dr.  Huxham  under  the 
title  of  “Slow  nervous  Fever.”*  This  difeafe 
does  not  arife  from  contagion  ; nor  feems  to 
become  infe£tious  in  its  courfe.  The  exciting 
caufes  of  it  are  fatigue,  watching,  anxiety, 
and  poor  diet.  Its  progrefs  is  flow  and  infl- 
dious  ; fo  that  the  firft  acceflion  can  feldom 
be  marked  : neither  has  it  any  certain  termi- 
nation or  crifls,  but  a flumes,  at  its  conclulion, 
a heflical  form,  which  continues  fome  weeks 
before  the  patient’s  ftrength  and  health  can  be 
fully  reinflated.  In  thefe  refpe£ts,  it  differs 
from  fevers  produced  by  contagion  ; and  alfo 
in  another  particular,  that  the  tongue  ufually 
remains  moift,  through  its  whole  courfe. 
Aphthous  ulcerations  in  the  fauces  are  com- 
mon to  both  difeafes. 

One  cafe  of  this  fever  terminated  about  the 
20th  day  bv  a profufe  hsemorrhagy  from  the 
bowels,  which  proved  fatal  within  twelve 


* Efljy  on  Fevers,  chap.  vii.  See  Langrifh  on  Fevers, 
chip.  10,  11,  12. 

B 3 hours. 


hours.  The  patient  was  an  unmarried  and 
difappointed  lady,  35  years  of  age. 

The  other  acute  complaints,  that  remain  to 
he  noticed,  took  place  chiefly  during  the  froft 
in  February  and  March  ; and  confided  of  a 
few  cafes  of  Rheumatifm,  Sore-throats  of  the 
fpecies  termed  by  medical  writers  eryfipe- 
latous,  phlegmonic  Eryfipelas  of  the  face, 
febrile  Nettle- rafii,  Inflammation  of  the  bow- 
els, and  peritoneal  Inflammation. 

Refpedling  chronic  diieafes,  feme  obfer- 
vations  will  be  made  in  future  Numbers  ; the 
only  cafes,  connected  with  the  prefent  feifon 
of  the  year,  are  eruptions  on  the  Ikin.* 
Thefe  have  principally  been  the  Itch ; the 
Prurigo,  or  an  imiverfal  itching  of  live  Ikin 
without  puff  tiles ; the  papulous  eruptions 
termed  by  the  ancients,  Lichen  ; the  Dry  or 
Scaly  Tetter  ; the  Impetigo,  or  Humid  Tet- 
ter ; and  Herpes  labialis.  The  laft  is  an  e- 
ruption  of  inflamed,  watery  puftules  about 
the  mouth,  which  is  fometimes  produced  by 
cold,  and  feems  idiopathic ; but  it  often  oc- 


* But  few  remarks  will  be  made  on  this  fubjeft,  as  I am 
at  prefent  engaged  in  a feparate  trcatife  on  Cutaneous  Difeafe.-, 
two  orders  of  which,  elucidated  with  coloured  engravings, 
arc  already  publilhed. 


curs 
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curs  as  a fecondarv  complaint,  affording  a 
{widen  crilis  of  pneumonic  inflammation,  and 
other  internal  diforders. 

I fubjoin  the  number  of  deaths  Hated  in  the 
London  Bills  ©f  Mortality,  between  the  22d 
of  December,  1795,  and  the  22d  of  March, 
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Abfcefs 

5 

Jaw  locked  .... 

1 

Abortive  .... 

26 

Inflammation  .... 

73 

204 

Lethargy 

2 

D 

Ague 

2 

Lunatic  ...... 

22 

Apoplexy  - . „ 

Meafles  .....  t 

73 

Afthma  . . . . 

69 

Mortification  .... 

40 

Bleeding  . . . . 

• 

6 

Palfy 

14 

r 

Pleurify  ...... 

A 

Brain  Fever  . . 

2. 

Rupture  ...... 

V 

5 

Chicken-pox 

1 

Rheumatifm  .... 

2 

Child-bed  . . . 

5 tr 

Scurvy . 

* 

Cold  ...... 

5 ' 

SmaH-pox  ...... 

574 

Colic 

l 

Cenfumptioft  . . 

1031 

Sore-thrdat 

'*S 

Convulfions  . . 

871 

Spitting  of  blood 

r 

Croup  

7 

Dropfy  ...... 

>73 

Stone  

1U5 

4 

Dropfy  on  the  brain 

> 

2 

Stoppage  of  rhe  fto- 

Fever  ...... 

338  ! 

ranch  ...... 

2 

French  Po*  . . 

1 1 i 

Strangury  

i 

Gout 

22  j 

Suddenly  

29 

Gravel 

5 

Tcetii  

100 

Grief 

r : 

IhrUih 

1 c 

• 

Hooping  Cough 

05  1 

Water  in  the  hiad  . 

J 

*3 

Jaundice  .... 

*5 

Worms 

3 

B 

4 

Ic 

t 8 1 

It  appears,  that,  of  4115  perfons,  145 6 
died  under  two  years  of  age;  275  between 
feventy  and  ninety;  and  13  between  ninety 
and  one  hundred. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

■ , > 

From  the  20 th  of  March  to  the  20 th  of  April. 

TNSTEAD  of  mentioning  in  a curfory 
“*■  manner  the  feries  of  difeafes  which  pre- 
vailed during  the  lafk  month,  I think  it  will 
be  both  correct  and  ufeful  to  prefent  a tabular 
view  of  all  the  cafes  immediately  under  my 
own  notice  : by  that  means,  the  proportion  of 
acute  to  chronic  complaints,  and  of  the 
former  to  each  other,  will  at  once  appear. 
Such  a lift,  being  made  on  a tolerably  exten- 
iive  fcale,  may  ferve  as  a fpecimen  of  general 
practice.  In  order  to  have  a more  complete 
and  accurate  account  of  the  prevailing  dif- 
eafes, it  would  be  neceflary  that  the  practi- 
tioners, who  fuperintend  the  numerous  me- 
dical inftitutions  in  this  metropolis,  fhould 
publifh  monthly  or  quarterly  the  refult  of 
their  experience,  which  would  be  particularly 
valuable,  ftnce  their  obfervations  muft  be 
' made 


I796-]  '[  9 1 

made  among  the  clafs  of  people  mod  expofed 
to  the  vicifli tudes  of  the  feaions,  and  to  other 
caufes  of  difeafe. 

In  the  fublequent  table,  the  diforders  of 
infants  under  two  years  of  age  are  put  down 
feparately. 


ACUTE  DISEASES. 

Catarrh  16 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  4 

Aphthous  Sore-throat 3 

Haemoptoe,  or  Spitting  of  blood,  4 

Ophthalmia I 

Acute  Rheumatifm  6 

Gout 1 

Contagious,  malignant  Fever  . 1 1 

Slow  Fever  4 

Small-pox  5 

Meafles  3 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

*Afthenia 13 

Ilyfteria I 

Chorea  (St.  Vitus’s  Dance)  . . 1 

Epilepfy 2 

; * i 

* Sauvages’s  Nofology,  cl.  vi,  ord.  4.  g.  21. 

B 5,  Hydro- 
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Hydrocephalus i 

Cough,  and  Chronic  Dyfpncea  . 43 

Pulmonary  Confumption  . . . 1 1 

Dyfpepfia  or  Indigeftion  ....  1 1 

Jaundice 1 

'*Gaflrodynia  biliofa 2 

fEnterodynia 10 

Obftipatio 2 

Diarrhoea  . 6 

Tape  Worm 1 

Abortion 1 

Anafarca 5 

Encylled  Dropfy  ........  1 

Chlorofis 6 

Fluor  albus 5 

Gravel  and  Dyfury  ......  4 

Chronic  Rheumatifm  ...  ...  12 

Sciatica  3 

Rheumatic  Tooth-ache  ....  4 

Paralyfis . . 2 

Scrophula  6 

Lichen 2 

Itch  and  Prurigo . 8 

Purpura,  or  Landfcurvy  ....  3 

Dry  or  Scaly  Tetter  ......  5 


* Sauvages’s  Nofology,  cl.vii.  ord.4.  g.  zo.. 
f Ditto  ....  cl.vii.  wFd. 4.  g.  21. 

Impetigo 
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Impetigo  or  Humid  Tetter  . . . i 
Shingles  . . . .. i 


PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 


Tertian  . ► . . . 4 

Quotidian I 

Hedtica  fenilis 2 

Hedtica  adolefcentium 3 


Hemicranium,  or  periodical 
Head-ache 1 


DISEASES  of  INFANTS. 


Hooping  Cough  . 
Catarrhal  Fever  . 

Meades 

Small-pox  .... 

Thruih 

Crufta  lactea  . . . 
Scald-head  .... 
Papulous  eruptions 
Tabes  mefenterica 
Prolapfus  ani  . . . 
Worms  . . . . . 
Convulfions  . . . 


The  aphthous  Sore -throat,  mentioned  in 
the  above  lift  of  acute  difeafes,  was  attended 
with  aa  elongation  of  the  uvula  and  velum 

B 6 pendulum 
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pendulum  palati,  with  a quick,  weak  pulfer 
great  languor  and  debility,  and  numerous 
fmall  ulcerations  on  the  tongue,  fauces,  and 
infide  of  the  cheeks.  This  complaint  has 
occurred  frequently  fince  the  abatement  of 
the  Scarlatina  anginofa : it  appears  to  be  in- 
fectious, but  has  not  in  any  inttance  proved 
dangerous. 

Two  of  the  cafes  of  Haemoptoe,  in  which 
blood-letting,  cupping,  blitters,  &c.  were 
timely  employed,  terminated  without  produ- 
cing any  confirmed  ulcerations  of  the  lungs  ; 
although  they  were,  for  more  than  a fort- 
night, attended  with  a hard  cough,  thick, 
fetid  expedtoration,  hedtic  fever,  and  diar- 
rhoea. 

Of  the  contagious  Fevers,  only  one  termi- 
nated'fatally.  The  patient  was  a girl,  four- 
teen years  of  age;  ttve  took  the  fever  from 
her  brother,  and  died  at  the  end  of  the  firtt 
week,  in  confequence  of  a violent  hsemor- 
rhagy  from  the  nofe.  A young  man  of  feven- 
teen  had.  two  or  three  returns  of  a fimilar 
haemorrhagy,  within  the  firtt  ten  days  of  the 
fever  ; but  is  at  prefent  recovering.  Seven, 
out  of  the  eleven  cafes  of  this  difeafe;  were 
in  one  family.  The  infedfion  feemed  to  arife 
from  an  infant  who  died  about  the  fixth  day 

of 
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of  the  confluent  Small -pox,  attended  with  air 
eruption  of  purple  fpots,  and  a hsemorrhagy.* 
Every  individual  of  the  family  was  taken  ill 
of  the  fever  on  the  fevcnth  night  after  the 
death  of  the  child.  An  antimonial  emetic 
was  immediately  given  to  each  of  them,  and 
a dofe  of  calomel  the  next  morning.  In  the 
children,  and  fervants,  the  fever  Avas  brought 
to  a crifis  on  the  fourth  day.  The  father  and 
mother,  who  had  aphthous  ulcerations  in  the 
fauces,  began  to  recover  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  the  difeafe. 

The  Meafles  were,  in  general,  much  more 
fevere  laft  month  than  in  January  and  Fe- 
bruary. They  were  fucceeded,  in  children, 
by  obftinate  coughs,  and  difficulty  of  brea- 
thing, with  febrile  fymptoms  long  continued  ; 
by  glandular  fwellings,  and  eruptions  of  pain- 
ful inflamed  puftules,  fome  of  them  being 
nearly  as  large  as  boils. 


* It  was  probably  incorreft  to  refer  the  difeafe  thus  pro- 
duced to  the  head  of  Contagious,  malignant  Fever.  I have 
fir.ce  repeatedly  fcen  a febrile  complaint,  attended  with 
aphthae,  originate  from  intcrcourfe  with  patients  labouring 
under  the  purple  Small-pox,  and  from  expofure  to  other 
putrefeent  effluvia. 


The 
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■ e The  cafes  of  Pulmonary  Confumption  were 

not  recent  cafes : that  difeafe  is,  at  fome 
feafons,  much  aggravated,  particularly  when 
the  wind  blows  from  the  eaft  or  north-eaft 
quarters,  as  during  the  laft  month.  The 
cough,  fever,  and  difficulty  of  breathing, 
increafe,  and  are  attended  with  violent  pain 
or  flitches  in  the  lide,  with  profufe  night- 
fweats,  and  diarrhoea.  Thefe  fymptoms  being 
occafionally  palliated  by  medicines  and  regi- 
men, perfons  in  low  life  ftruggle  with  the 
diforder  amid  their  occupations,  and  prolong 
a miferable  exiftence  for  feveral  years. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  10  th  of  April  to  the  20 th  of  May. 

I SHALL  continue  to  exhibit  a monthly 
lift  of  the  difeafes  prefented  to  my  obfer- 
vation,  under  nearly  the  fame  arrangement 
as  in  the  report  for  the  laft  month.  This 
plan  feems  likely  to  afford  fome  fatisfaftory 
information  refpe£ting  tire  predominant  com- 
plaints, when  added  to  a general  account  of 
ithem, 


ACUTE 
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ACUTE  DISEASES. 

Catarrhal  Fever  r-2 

Peripneumony 3 

Pleurify J1 

Acute  Rheumatifm  ......  2’ 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  6 

Ulcerated  Sore-throat 1 

Aphthous  Sore-throat  .....  3 

Malignant,,  contagious  Fever  . 2 

Hooping  Cough  ........  6 

Meafles  ............  9 

Small-pox  ...... . 15 

Eryfipelas  of  the  face  . . . - . 1 

Slow  Fever  ..........  4. 

Child-bed  Fevers  ......  n , 5 

* * ♦ * » «■  . f . , '• 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Chronic  Dyfpncea  . 30 

Spitting  of  blood 8 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  6 

Chronic  Rheumatifm  ......  13 

Sciatica  . . 1 

Lumbago 3 

Dropfy 5 

Afthenia 24 

Hyfleria 1 

Syncope  .....  I 

Cephalaea  ...........  6 

Paralyfls 
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Paralyfis 3 

Hrematemefis,  or  Vomiting  of 

blood . 3 

Inteftinal  haemorrhagy 1 

Menorrhagia  2 

Abortus  1 

Fluor  albus  4 

Amenorrhoea  and  Chlorofis  . . 10 

Scirrhus  uteri  2 

Prolapfus  uteri  .........  2 

Dyfpeplia 19 

Gaftrodvnia 6 

j 

Enterodynia 10 

Diarrhoea 7 

Hernia I 

Tape  W orm 1 

Round  Worm  (Lumbricus)  . . 2 

Afcarides 4 

Scirrhous  liver 1 

Gravel  and  Dyfury  4 

Axillary  Abfcefs 1 

Suppuration  in  the  ear 2 

Scrophula 5 

Tabes  mefenterica 6 

Convulfions  in  infants 2 

Lichen 3 

Itch  and  Prurigo 16 

Lepra  Graecorum 1 

Dry 
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Dry  Tetter  2 

Idlhyofls 1 

Erythema • • 2 

Purpura 1 

Impetigo 3 

Vari  2 

Noli  me  tangere 2 

Porrigo  4 

Papulous  Eruptions  peculiar  to 

infants 3 

Ecthymata,  or  large  inflamed 
puftules  2 


PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 


Tertian  5 

Hedtica  fenilis  .........  1 

Hedlica  adolefcentium  .....  2 

Iledlica  infantilis  1 


All  the  cafes  of  catarrhal  and  pneumonic 
Inflammation  terminated  favourably.  The 
medical  treatment  of  them  was  by  local 
bleeding,  blifters,  antimonials,  pediluvium, 
&c.  It  is  remarkable,  how  few  cafes’ of  this 
kind,  in  London,  admit  of  repeated  bleeding 
from  the  arm. 

The  cafe  of  Ulcerated  Sore- throat  was  at- 
tended with  a weak  and  cpiick  pulfe,  great 

languor 
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languor  and  debility,  ami  -large  ulcerations  on 
the  tonfds,  fueceeded  by  thick,  white  Houghs. 
As  foon  as  -ihefe  were  removed  the  ulcers 
prefently  healed  by  a free  ufe  of  the  bark. 

The  Smail-pox  and  Meafles  have  prevailed 
more,  during  this  fpring,  than  has  been  known 
for  many  years  paft.  They  were  diffufed,  in 
the  courfe  of  laft  month,  through  all  the 
villages  adjacent  to  the  metropolis.  I cannot 
here  pafs  over  a ftriking  inftance  of  the  bad 
effects  arifing  from  partial  inoculation.  A 
child  was  inoculated,  in  April,  whofe  parents 
kept  a /hop  in  a court,  confining  of  about 
twenty  houfes.  As  the  inhabitants  repaired 
every  day  for  necefiary  articles  to  the  fource 
of  infection,  the  confequence  was,  that  feven- 
teen  perfons  were  affe£ted  with  the  Small-pox; 
in  the  natural  way,  within  a fortnight  after 
the  child’s  recovery  ; and  eight  of  them  died 
of  the  difeafe. 

The  Hooping  Cough  was  unufually  vio- 
lent and  obftinate.  One  infant  died  of  it 
before  die  febrile 
abated. 

Tn  perfons,  whofe  lungs  did  not  feem  to 
'be  ulcerated,  but  who  had  for  a long  time 
been  affected  with  cough  and  difficulty  ot 
breathing,  thofe  complaints  were  much  ag- 
gravated 


It  age  had  in  any  degree 
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gravafed  bv  the  irregular  hate  of  the  weather  j 
aud  terminated,  in  feveral  inftances,  by  a 
fpitting  ot  blood. 

Tlie  cafes  of  Rheumatifm,  of  Diarrhoea, 
and  other  diforders  of  the  bowels,  like  wife 
originated,  in  general,  from  long  expofure  to 
a.  cold  and  humid  atmofphere. 

In  the  lift  of  periodical  difeafes,  tlxe  com- 
plaint termed  He&ica  adolefcentium  ffe*~ 
quently  afte&s  young  perfons,  during  the 
period  of  their  growth,  after  the  age  ot  pu- 
berty. It  is  characterized  by  febrile  pa- 
roxyfms  occurring  every  day,  pain  in  the 
limbs,  often  with  painful  fwellings  in  the 
joints,'*  lofs  of  lleep  and' appetite,  and  great 
emaciation.  If  a cough  does  not  fupervene, 
the  patients  recover  in  ten  or  twelve  weeks. 

A fpeeies  of  HeCtic  takes  place  in  infants  f 
and  children  from  conftitutional  circum- 
ftances,  without  any  apparent  local  affection 
It  is  attended  with  a very  quick  pulfe  ; with 
heat  and  flufhing  during  the  paroxvfm  ; and 


* See  Jtluftjrave,  De  arthritidc  ex  Chlojrofi,  Sec.  cap.  3. 

“•  » 

f Sydenham,  op.  un.  p.  5O4.  The  Febris  ienta  infan- 
tum, Hoffman,  tom.  ii.  p.  T77,  is  fyroptomatic  of  pain, 
with  fwelling  of  the  abdomen,  and  a difeafed  ftate  of  the 
tnefcntcrjc  glands. 


throughout 
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throughout  with  an  extreme  degree  of  irri- 
tability and  inquietude  ; fometimes  with  lofs 
of  appetite,  fometimes  with  a craving  for 
ftrong  food ; and  an  equal  irregularity  re- 
fpe£ting  the  hate  of  the  bowrels.  Thefe 
fymptoms  continue  for  a length  of  time,  and 
occafion  a wafting,  with  lofs  of  ftrength  : 
they  ufually  precede  a confiderable  increafe 
of  ftature. 

The  Hedtica  fenilis  is  defcribed  by  Iloff- 
man,  tom.  ii.  p.  177. 


Bills  of  Mortality , from  the  lid  of  March  . 
to  the  l^th  of  May,  1796. 


A!)  fee  fs  ....... 

Abortive  ....... 

Aged . 

Ague  

Apoplexy  ...... 

Adhma 

Bleeding  . 

Bed-ridden 

Cancer  ........ 

Child-bed 

Cold 

Colic  

Con  furn ption  . . . . 

Convulfions 

Cough  ........ 

Croup 

.Dropfy 

Fever . . 


3 

ao 

184 

3 

IX 

64 

1 

1 

7 

29 

1 

1 

743 

673 

3 

6 

121 

230 


French  Pox  . . 

Gout 

Gravel 

Grief 

Hooping  Cough 
Jaundice  . . . 
Inflammation  . 
Livergrown  . . 
Lethargy  . . . 
Lunatic  . . . . 

Mealies  . . . . 

Mortification  . 

Palfy 

Plcurify  . . • 

Rupture  . . . . 

Scurvy  . . . . . 

Smail-pox  . . • 
Sores  


2 

1 f> 

6 

1 

144 

-f 

5? 

2 

1 

tS 

36 

35 

20 

2 

3 

1 

478 

2 


Sore- 
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Sore-throat  

3 

' Suddenly  

1 6 

St.  Anthony’s  Fire  . 

I 

Swelling  ...... 

1 

Still-born 

124 

Teeth 

73 

Stoppage  in  the  fto- 

Thrufli 

4 

mach 

3 

Water  in  the  Head  . 

16 

Strangury 

1 

Worms  

2 

Total  of  deaths  3187  : died  under  two 
years  of  age  1129;  240  between  feventy 

and  ninety  ; 7 between  ninety  and  one  hun- 
dred. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20 th  of  May  to  the  20th  of  June . 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Practice. 


ACUTE  DISEASES. 


EASLES 

Scarlatina  aneinofa  . . 

O 


Small-pox . 

Chir.kcn-pox 

Malignant,  contagious  Fever 

Hooping  Cough 

Catarrh  

Peritoneal  Inflammation  . . . 
Acute  Eheumatifm  


9 

7 

7 

1 

1 

5 

6 

4 

4 

Slow 
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Slow  Fever — 3 

Bilious,  or  Summer  Fever  ...  3 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 6 


CHRONIC  DISEASES. 


Cough  and  Chronic  Dyfpnoea  . 22 
Spitting  of  blood  .......  5 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  12 


Chronic  Rheumatifm 6 . 

Dropfy  4 

Afthenia 21 

Hyfteria 2 

Cephalaea 6 

Apoplexy  1 

Paralyfis 4 

Chlorohs  and  Amenorrhcea  . . 8 

Menorrhagia  5 

Fluor  albus  . . . 3 

Scirrhus  uteri 1 

Pro  la  plus  uten  • 2 

Prolapfus  ani  1 

Hsemorrhoids 2 


Hernia  . . . 3 

Gravel 2 

Ifchuria 1 

A fear  ides  2 

■Gaftrodynia  5 

Enter odynia  . 3 

Scirrhous 
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t 

Scirrhous  liver 

Jaundice 

Bilious,  vomiting 

Diarrhoea 

Lichen 

% 

Dry  Tetter 

Itch  and  Prurigo  

Nettle- rarfh  

Noli  me  tangere 

Cancer 


2 

2 

4 

5 
2 
I 

6 


iji 


PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 
Quotidian 2 


Tertian 3 

Semitertian 1 

Heniicranium 2 

Hedfica  adolefcent-iu-m-  .....  1 

Hedlica  fenilis  1 


DISEASES  of  INFANTS. 

Catarrhal  Fevers  ........  4 

Fever^  from  teething  and  indi- 

geftion  6 

Tabes  Mefenterica  2 

Rickets  g 

Scrophula 4 


St. 
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St.  Vitus’s  Dance i 

Crufta  ladlea i 

DandrifF 2 

Scald-head 2 


The  feven  cafes  of  Scarlatina  anginofa  were 
in  the  children  of  one  family,  refiding  near 
the  Magdalen  Hofpital.  A boy,  twelve 
years  of  age,  took  the  difeafe  firft  ; all  the 
reft  were  iufedted  by  him  within  a fortnight ; 
but  they  began  to  ficken  on  different  days. 
The  father  and  mother  efcaped  the  contagion ; 
nor  did  it  extend  to  any  families  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. This  diforder  was  attended  with 
fpreading  ulcerations  on  the  tonfils,  fomewhat 
deeper  than  is  ufual.  The  eldeft  daughter, 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  had  nearly  funk 
under  a violent  haemorrhagy  from  the  nofe, 
which  occurred  twice,  though  fhe  had  the 
catamenia  at  the  fame  time.  One  or  two 
others  were  affedfed  with  diarrhoea,  bilious 
vomitings,  head-ache,  and  flight  delirium. 
The  fcarlet  rafli  extended  over  the  whole 
body.  There  was  in  all  the  patients  a quick, 
fmall,  and  irregular  pulfe;  with  great  lan- 
guor, faintnefs,  and  depreffion.  Thcfe  fvmp- 
toms  fuddenly  difappeared  on  the  eighth  or 
ninth  day  of  the  difeafe,  and  were  not  fuc- 

cceded, 
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ceedcd,  as  frequently  happens,  by  anafarcous 
fwellings  of  the  lower  extremities. 

The  bell;  mode  of  practice,  in  the  Scarlati- 
na anginofa,  is  to  adminifter  gentle  emetics 
repeatedly,  during  its  firft  ftage,  according  to 
the  plan  recommended  by  Dr.  Withering,  in 
a judicious  treatife  on  this  difeafe.*  It  may 
be  obferved  that,  when  an  emetic  wholly 
fails  in  its  operation,  the  patient  feldom  re- 
covers. 

The  Synochus  biliofa,  (Sauvages  dc  Febri- 
bus,)  though  a difeafe  frequently  occurring, 
during  the  fummer  months,  in  the  vicinity  of 
London,  has  not  been  accurately  defcribed  by 
our  practical  writers,  who  feem,  in  general, 
to  have  confounded  it  with  the  malignant  or 
putrid  fever.  Its  fymptoms  are,  however, 
very  different;  neither  is  it  communicated  by 
contagion.  It  commences  with  irregular 
Ihiverings,  which  are  afterwards  fucceeded 
by  a great  and  continued  heat  of  the  fkin  ; 
flushing  of  the  face;  frequent  naufea,  with  a 
fenfation  of  heat  in  the  rtomach  and  bowels ; 
a fcnfe  of  oppreffion  in  the  chert,  with  tremors, 
panting,  and  inquietude;  a white  parched 


* Account  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  and  S.ure-throat,  as  it' 
appeared  at  Birmingham  in  1778. 

c 


tongue, 
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tongue,  and  unquenchable  third.  The  pulfe 
is  always  very  quick  ; and  there  is  a violent, 
throbbing  pain  of  the  head,  which  prevents 
fleep,  and  often  produces  delirium.  The 
temper  of  mind  is  much  altered  by  this  dif- 
eafe  : under  its  influence,  patients,  who  in 
health  are  of  a meek  and  ferene  difpofition, 
become  fretful  and  turbulent,  and  are  moved 
to  paflion  on  the  flighted  occafions.  The 
date  of  the  bowels  is  very  uncertain  ; but, 
after  coflivenefs  for  feveral  days,  a diarrhoea 
ufually  takes  place  on  a hidden,  attended 
with  pain,  gripingS,  and  bilious  difcharges. 
The  urine  is  alfo  very  variable  in  its  appear- 
ances ; being  fometimes  clear,  and  of  a high 
orange  colour  ; fometimes  greenifh,  and  a 
little  turbid,  like  punch  : at  other  times,  it  is 
made  white  ; and,  after  handing  fome  hours, 
depofirs  a white,  flaky  fediment.  On  the 
feventh  or  eighth  day,  jaundice  frequently 
takes  place,  giving  a yellow  tinge  to  the 
whole  fuvface  of  the  body,  without  any 
confirmed  ohftriuStion  of  the  hiliary  du&s. 
This  appearance  is  not  unfavourable. 

The  duration  of  the  Synqchus  is  from  eigh- 
teen to  twenty-eight  days.  In  fome  cafes,  after 
the  fecond  week,  it  begins  to  remit ; and  has 
an  exacerbation  or  paroxyfm  every  day,  which 

terminates 
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terminafes  by  gentle  fweatirtg.  It  is  oftefn 
thus  protra&ed,  in  a lleclical  form,  to  the 
thirty-fixth,  fortieth,  or  forty-fecond  day. 
The  occasional  or  exciting  caufes  of  it  are 
fatigue  in  hot  weather,  anxiety,  watching  ; 
and  drinking  cold  water,  after  the  body  has 
been  much  heated  by  labour  or  travelling. 
This  is  the  only  acute  difeafe  in  the  fo  to  them 
part  of  Britain,  which  has  any  relation  to 
the  Continued  or  Remitting  Fevers  of  hot 
climates.  Such  is  the  mildnefs  of  its  fymp- 
toms,  that  we  fhould  vainly  attempt  to 
arrange  it  with  any  analogous  fpecies  of  fever 
defcribed  by  Hippocrates,  Galen,  or  the 
Arabian  phyficians.  When  the  febrile  dif- 
eafes,  produced  here  by  the  heat  of  Cummer, 
are  farther  compared  with  thofe  which  occur 
in  the  Eafl*  and  W eftf  Indies,  or  nearer  to 

C 2 the 


* 44  Febrcs  continuae  plerumque  cam  tanto  furore  hie  mor- 
“ tales  invadunt,  ut  tanqiiam  attonitos  de  ratione  mentis  fta- 
li  tim  dejiciant,  ct  ftepe  intra  pauciffimos  dies,  imo  aliquandd 
“ horas,  cum  phrenitide,  ac  corttinuo  delirio  Xgi'ds  e Vita  ra- 
“ piar.t.  Adfunt  perpetus  vigilice,  vomittis  varii  coloris,  prze- 
" cipud  viridis  ac  teruginofse  bills.  Externa  Hgentr.  Calor 
“ interne  cum  ingenti  liti  vitales  ac  naturales  facultates  de- 
<c  pafeitur.”  Bdntius,  De  Febribus  in  Indiis,  cap.  14. 

t u The  fever  invades  the  patient  in  a moft  precipitate 
“ nianncr.  The  only  notice  it  gives  of  its  afiaults  is  a mo- 
mentary 


u 
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the  equinoctial  line,*  we  fhall  be  fully 
fenfible  of  the  advantages  of  our  own 
clime. 


“ mentary  chilnefs  and  fhivering,  which  is  foon  fuccccdcd  by 
“ a burning  heat,  which  difperfcs  itfelf  univerfally  over  the 
“ body,  but  is  felt  more  intenfely  about  the  praecoraia.  This 
<l  heat  is  attended  with  a high,  ffrong,  and  rapid  pulfe,  hea- 
“ vinefs  in  the  eyes,  and  throbbing  pain  in  the  head,  and 
violent  beating  of  the  temporal  arteries,  a thick,  and  labo- 
“ rious  refpiration,  naufeoufnefs  and  reaching  to  vomit,  and, 
“ when  any  thing  is  thrown  up,  it  is  of  the  bilious  kind  : 
" to  thefe  we  may  add  great  anxiety,  pain  in  the  back  and 
“ loins,  and  an  uneafy  latitude  in  all  the  limbs.  The  fymp- 
“ toms  fubfequent  to  thefe  (which  often  difeover  themfelves 
in  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours  from  the  invafion)  are  a dry, 
“ harfh,  rough,  and  difcoloured  tongue,  infatiable  t’nirft,  fore- 
ft  nefs  all  over  the  body,  great  reftleflhefs,  and  deliria.  In 
<f  the  laft  ftage,  the  patient  labours  under  a deep  coma  ; 
*{  oppreflion  of  the  praecordia;  heaving  of  the  lungs  ; an  in- 
« terrupteifrrefpiration ; tremblings  of  the  tendons  ; convul- 
(C  fions  ; and  cold,  clammy  fweats.  Thefe  are  the  three  ad- 
« yances  to  be  taken  notice  of  in  this  fever,  which  ufually 
« terminates  in  a favourable  crifis,  or  the  death  of  the  pa- 
“ tient,  about  the  fourth  day  after  the  attack.”  Towne, 
on  the  Difeafes  in  Barbadoes,  p.  22. 


* For  an  accurate  account  of  the  Fever  at  Frce-Town,  in 
the  latitude  of  8°,  fee  “ Dr.  W in terbot tom’s  Medical  Di- 
<(  regions  for  the  life  of  the  Vcflels  in  the  Service  of  the 
« Hon.  Sierra-Leone  Company  a work  which,  if  pro- 
perly circulated,  would  be  of  the  greateft  utility  to  navi- 
gators or  fcttlers  on  the  coalt  of  Africa,  and  which  merits 
the  attention  of  medical  pra&itioners  intending  to  fix  their 
•refidcnce  in  a tropical  country. 

ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  10th  of  June  to  the  20th  of  July. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Pradlice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 


Measles 7 

Scarlatina 6 

Small-pox 9 

Swine-pox 3 

Aphthous 'Sore-throat 3 

LHcerated  Sore-throat 1 

Peripneumony r 

Catarrh 3 

Acute  Rheumatifm  ......  3 

Gout  1 

Summer  Fever 4 

Ephemera . 5 

Child-bed  Fever a 


CHRONIC  DISEASES. 


Chronic  Rheumatifm 
Afthenia 

• • ’ • • • ^ 

Parajyfis 

Apoplexy 

Epiftaxis 

Cephalsa 

c 3 

Epilepfy 

t 3°  J 


ilpueply  ...... i 

Hyfteria 4 

Chlorofis  and  Amenorihgea  . . 7 

Menorrhagia 5 

Fluor  albus 5 

Prolapfus  uteri 1 

Abortion  . 2 

Q ravel  and  Dyfury  $ 

Pyfpepfia 14 

Gaftrodynia 15 

Enterodynia 9 

Bilious  vomiting  . 3 

Inteflinal  haemorrhggy 4 

Haemorrhoids 3 

Devonshire  colic  1 

Scirrhous  liver 2 

Jaundice  . . 1 


Cough  and  Chronic  Pyfpnoea  . 
Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  9 

Spitting  of  blood  ........  3 


Anafarca 3 

Land  Scurvy 1 

Dry  Tetter 2 

Impetigo 2 

i^ichen 1 

Kettlerralh  2 

Itch 9 


Pyurigo • . 5‘ 

Inflamed 
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Inflamed  Puftules  * * 

Shingles  • 2 

Noli  me  tartgere  ........  2 

PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 


* 

Tertian 1 

Quotidian  1 

He&ica  . 3 

INFANTILE  DISEASES. 

Hooping  Cough 8 

Catarrhal  Fever 5 

Dentition 3 

Diarrhoea 3 

Tabes  mefenterica  .......  6 

Worms  . . 7 

Scrophula  6 

Rickets  .............  3 

Hydrocephalus 1 

Crufta  la£tea  and  Scald-head  . 5 

Papulous  eruptions  ......  6 


The  Small-pox,  during  the  whole  of  tire 
hill  fpring,  was  the  leading  epidemical  com* 
pi  aim  in  London,  and.  its  vicinity.  The 
difeaCe  continues  to  rage  with  una bated  yio-* 
lence ; and,  fi nee-  the  hot  weather  com- 
menced, has  appeared  in  its  mod  malignant 
form,,  proving  generally  Fatal. 

C 4 The 
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The  Meafles  feem  to  be,  at  prefent,  de- 
clining ; but  are  likely  to  be  fucceeded  by 
the  Scarlet  Fever,  which  has  been  already 
diffufed  to  a considerable  extent.  This  dif- 
eafe,  as  is  ufual  in  the  fummar  months,  ex- 
hibits a mild  train  of  fymptoms,  and  foon 
terminates  favourably,  without  producing  any 
material  affedlion  of  the  throat.  For  fome 
years  pad,  it  has  always  been  mod  virulent 
and  dangerous  in  the  months  of  October  and 
November;  but  generally  ceafed  on  the  flfft 
appearance  of  frod. 

The  Hooping  Cough  is  yet  very  prevalent. 
It  has  been  attended  with  a confiderable  de- 
gree of  fever,  which  continued  two  weeks  or 
■upwards  ; and,  in  this  ftage,  has  been  occa- 
sionally fatal  to  weakly,  delicate  children. 

The  Ephemera  is  defcribed  at  large  by  Sau- 
vages,  Nofol.  Method,  cl.  ii.  ord.  i.  It  has 
been  noticed  by  molt  of  the  antient  medical 
writers,*  according  to  whom,  “ The  milded 
“ of  all  fevers  is  the  Ephemera,  which  arifes 
“ from  flight  occaflonal  caufes  ; from  cold 
“ of  heat,  from  pain  or  anger,  from  fatigue, 
“ indigedion,  or  anxiety.  It  is  called  ephe- 


* Galen  dediff.  Febr.  lib.  ii.  cap.  r ; and  Adtuar.  Meth. 
Med.  lib.  ii.  cap.  i ; and  Alex.  Trail,  lib.  xii.  cap.  x. 

“ meral, 
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“ meral,  becaufe  it  lafts  but  for  a day. 

Sometimes,  however,  it  extends  to  the 
“ fourth  day.” 

The  mod  predominant  among  chronic 
complaints,  as  will  appear  from  the  lift,  are 
diforders  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  accom- 
panied with  violent  pain,  bilious  vomiting  or 
diarrhoea,  haemorrhagy,  &;c.  Thefe  fymp- 
toms  may  be  fomewhat  aggravated  by  the 
fudden  alterations  of  heat  and  cold,  which 
have  taken  place  during  the  prefent  month  : 
but,  I am  forry  to  add,  they  mull  principally 
be  referred  to  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpiri- 
tuous  liquors  ; a caufe  of  difeafe  more  perni- 
cious to  the  labouring  clafs  of  people  in  this 
city,  than  the  combined  influences  of  its  air, 
climate,  occupations,  unfeafonable  amufe- 
ments,  contagious  and  other  prejudicial  ejfluvia. 


Bills  of  Mortality,  from  the  24th  of  May  to 
the  2 6th  of  July. 


Abfccfs  . , . . 
Abortive  . . . . 

Aged 

Apoplexy  . . . 
Afthma  . . . . 
Bleeding  , . . . 

Cancer 

Childbed  . . . 
Confumption  , 


5 

Convulsions  . 

533 

16 

Croup  .... 

lr3 

Dropfy  .... 

17 

Evil 

4r 

Fever.  .... 

2 

French  Pox  . 

J4 

Gout 

36 

Gravel  .... 

631 

Grief  .... 

C 

5 

Gripes 

t 


i 

Hooping-cough  ...  82 

Jaundice  . . 8 

Inflammation*  ....  45 

Lunatie it 

Mcaiites  .......  44 

$1 

Palty  ..........  14 

PJeuri  fjr 1 

Rupture 3 


H J 


Rhewratifra 

r 

^malltpoa; 

79P 

Sore-thi^at  ...... 

Sr, 

Still-born  

84 

Stoppage  in  the  fto- 

maah  ....... 

2 

Suddenly- 

I* 

Te^th. 

Thrulh  

$ 

Water  in  the  head  . . 

6 

Wormy  

J 

Qf  ^Qve  wmb«r,,  iqzi  died  under 
years  of  age*  and  5^  between  eighty 
aa.ti;  a hundjed. 


* a"!*! 


A.CC.Q.U>uT  of  DISEASES,  iftLOND-ON, 

Prom  the  20 th  of- July  to  the  20th  of  'AuguJl. 


fcifl-  of  the  Cafes  \yhjch,  occurred  in  my  own 

Practice. 

ACUTE  ICjil  S EASES. 


SMALL-POX;  . . t6 

Meafles  ...,.* 5 

Scarlatina  6 

Hooding  Cough  ...•••••  itfs 

SmniBQr.fevefl  . ^ & 

Child- 
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Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers; 

• » 

3 

Erythematous  Sore-throa*  . 

4 

Ulcerated  Sore-throat  . . . 

D 

Aphthous  Sore-thrcrait  * . . 

•*  • 

3 ? 

Tracheal  Sore-throat  . . . 

M 

Catarrh:  

£ 

Peripneumony  ...... 

2 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  . - 

i). 

Eryfipelas  of  the  face  . . . 

1 

Acute  Rheumatifm  , . . . 

3 

Fevers-  in  Infants  ....... 

8 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

V 

Aflhenia  . _ _ . 

22 

Hyftetia ...... 

21 

Syncope  „ 

2 

Ghlorofis  .......... 

id 

Scrophula  and  Rickets  . . > 

i 

Dropfy  

6 

Chronic  Rheumatifm  . . . 

Si 

Sciatica „ . . . 

2 

Pain  of  the  fide  ...... 

3 

Apoplexy  ......... 

3 

Paralyfis  .......... 

« - » 

6» 

Hydrocephalus . 

V 

Cephalaea . . 

$ 

Cough  and  Confumption  . 

i5 

Gaftrodynia 

14 

C 6 Dyfpepfia 
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Dyfpepfla  9 

Enterodynia 10 

Diarrhoea 5 

Colica  Pi&onum 1 

Haemorrhoids 2 

Contraction  of  the  CEfophagus,  1 

Scirrhous  liver 2 

Jaundice  1 

Tabes  mefenterica  and  Worms,  6 

Dentition  4 

Menorrhagia  3 

Fluor  albus  . . .......  7 

Scirrhous  uterus 2 

Gravel  and  Dyfury  ......  4 

Lumbar  Abfcefs 2 

Abfcefs  of  the  cheek r 

Herpes I 

Impetigo  3 

Itch  and  Prurigo 6 

Scaly  Tetter  2 

Nettle-rafh  3 

Inflamed  Puftules  .......  2 

Porrigo 6 

Sycofis  . . . • 1 

Noli  me  tangere  ........  2 

Morbus  pedicularis  ......  1 


PERIODICAL 
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PERIODICAL  DISEASED 

Quotidian 1 

Tertian  ^ 

The  Scarlet  Fever  retains  the  fame  mild 
form  as  during  the  laft  months  It  does  not 
fpread  much  within  the  city,  but  extends  to 
the  adjoining  villages  ; more  efpecially  on  the 
foutlnvard  of  London,  to  Newington,  Ken- 
nington,  Stockwell,  Mitcham,  Streatham,. 
&c.  &c. 

The  varieties  of  the  Sore-throat,  men- 
tioned in  the  lift  of  acute  difeafes,  have,  as  I 
underftand  from  other  practitioners,  been 
very  prevalent  during  the  two  laft  months. 
They  were,  however,  in  general,  more 
troublefome  and'  lingering  than  dangerous. 

All  the  cafes  of  Peripneumony,  though 
attended  with  a fpitting  of  blood,  had  a 
favourable  termination.  They  occurred,  du- 
ring the  irregular  temperature  of  the  air,  at 
the  latter  end  of  July.  Since  the  commence- 
ment of  warm,  fettled  weather,  I have  not 
obferved  any  inflammatory  complaint. 

The  cafe  of  Eryflpelas  was  flight.  This 
difeafe  was  divided  by  the  antients  into  Eryflpe- 
las phlegmonodes,  and  Eryflpelas  cedematodes. 

For 
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For  the  former,  they  properly  dire#  blood- 
letting, purgatives,  and  a cooling  diet.  The 
latter,  with  lefs-  rednefs,  exhibits,  more  tUme- 
fa&iorf.  It  is  attended  with  a quick  but  weak 
pulfe,  with  delirium  or  coma,  and  has  a ten- 
dency to  gangrene,  which  cannot  always* be 
presented  by  the  the.  of  Peruvian-  hark,,  mine- 
ral) acid's,  and  as  cordial,  teg;  men.  The  cede  ma- 
fic, or  gangrenous  farm  of  Ghe>  Eryftpeias  Is 
the  mofk  ufuai  iim  Lomlo®-.  However,  the 
pldegtitoaiie  fpeciess,  with  a hay  ft  ate  of  thc: 
blood,  may  be  occafionally  feen  during  the 
fpcmg  feafo». 

The.  Small-pox  and  Hooping  Cough  are 
yet  very  generally  di-ffhfcd,  and.  feeiai  much 
aggravated!  ill  confcquence  of  the  heat  of  the 
feafcxa.  Thefe.  two  complaints  have  been' 
intimately  connoted  for  federal  months  pail.. 
In,  many  iaftances,  the  paro^yftns.  of  the 
cough  cotfiiaued,  without abaienaientj  through: 
the:  whole.-  coerfe  of  the  fupemmjmgSitaullf-pox- 
The  Hooping  Cough,  hat  caber  cafes,  frrifc 
commenced  during  tHe  eruption.  dfr  due  Small- 
pox,  and  remained  a long  time,  after  it*,  with- 
out any  material  alteration*  Thefe  ©hferva- 
dons  tend  to  fet  afitdfe-  an  eflabkffred'  opinion 
among  phyflo4ogi{l?,  that  twtripeerfie  cfifeafes*, 
at*  teaft  twt*  fpecifkc  contagion?,  cannot  ae- 
. h tuate 
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tuate  the  human  conftitution  at  the  fame 
time.  That  the  operation  of  one  contagion 
is,  occafionally,  fiifpendecP,  while  the  body  is 
under  the  influence  of  another,  may  be 
granted  ; but  I am-  convinced*,  from  a variety 
of  cafes,  that  this-  is-  not  an-  nniverfal  Paw. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20th  of  Augajl  to  the  20th  of  September. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Pra&ice. 

acute*  iu$,ea$e.s. 


SMALL-POX  .......  it 

Meaftes  ^ 

Scarlatina  anginofa  . . . . .' . 13 

Eryfipelhs  2 

Aphthous  Sore-thfoat  . . . . . 3 

Ulcerated  Sore-throat  ....'.  2 

Hooping  Cough . . £ 

Dyfentery  . 4 

Cholera ."  3 

Summer  Fever 7 

Puerperal  Fever z 


Malignant  or  Putrid  Fever  . . . 6 

Acute 
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Acute  Rheumatifm  ......  2 

Gout  1 

Catarrh 3 

Peripneumony  2 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  2 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  7 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Afthenia 18 

Syncope  .......  2 

Hyfteria . .....  . 1 

Epilepfy i 

St.  Vitus’s  Dance 1 

Paralyfis  5 

Anafarca  4 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 7 

Lumbago 1 

Sciatica I 

Cephalsea  . . . . 3 

Cough  and  Confumption  ...  23 

Dyfpepfia  8 

Gafhodynia 10 

Enterodynia 8 

Diarrhoea 14 

Jaundice  . 2 

Worms  ............  3 

Menorrhagia  ..........  4 

Leucorrhcea  . 4 

Abortion 
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: Abortion  . . . . 

Chlorofis  and  Amenorrhoea  . . 

Scirrhus  uteri 

Mammary  Abfcefs . 

Ulcer  of  the  Kidney  ...... 

Stone  and  Gravel 

Prolapfus  uteri 

Scrophula  and  Rickets 

Tabes  mefenterica 

Lepra  Graecorum  ....... 

Tooth-rafh . . . 

Scald-head 

Crufta  lactea  . . 

Impetigo 

Itch  and  Prurigo 


2 


8 

3 

1 

2 
2 
I 
I 


8 

5 


The  Scarlet  Fever,  which  is  now  exten- 
fively  diffufed,  has,  fince  the  beginning  of 
September,  affirmed  its  more  malignant  and 
dangerous  form  ; being  attended  with  deep 
ulcerations  of  the  throat,  with  a colleddion 
of  tough  phlegm  in  the  fauces,  and  an  acri- 
monious difcharge  from  the  noftrils,  a weak 
and  quick  pulfe,  with  interchanges  of  torpor, 
and  violent  agitation.  In  this  form,  the 


* See  Celfus  de  Medicin.  lib.vi.  cap.  3. 

difeafe 


f 
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dlfeafe  ufually  proves  fatal  to  infants  on  the 
feventh  or  eighth  day. 

But  few  cafes  of  the  Meafles  occur  at 
prefent  ; and  the  SmaJl-pOx  feems  confidera- 
bly  declining.  The  fatality  of  the  latter  dif- 
order  has  been,  during  the  1-aft  half  year,  un- 
commonly great.  It  appears,  from  the  Lon- 
don bills  of  mortality,,  that  1050  perfons  died 
of  the  Small-pox  in  1795;  whereas,  between 
the  1 ft  of  January  and  2:5th  of  Auguft,  in 
the  prefent  year,  the  number  of  deaths  has 
amounted  to  2196.  During  the  fummer 
months,  the  deaths  are  Hated-  in  the  bills  as 
follows : in  May,  331  ; in  June,-,  340 ; in 
July,  412  ; in  Auguft,  36c. 

Cafes  of  Cholera  have  been  few  and  flight 
during  the  prefent  feafon ; owing,  perhaps, 
to  the  uniformly  warm  weather  which  pre- 
vailed at  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  and  the 
beginning  of  September.  The  Dyfentery  has 
alfo  been  very  flight:  this  difeafe  has  not 
been  epidemical  in  London  fmee  the  autumn 
of  the  year  1780.. 

The  Synochus,  or  Summer  Fever,  which, 
was  formerly  deferibed,  begins  to  change  its 
form  during  the  month  of  Septemner  ; and 
afTumes,  in  the  fecond  week  of  its  courfe, 
the  cha r after i flics  of  the  malignant  or  pu- 
. trid 
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trid  fever;  often  proving  fatal  about  the 
eighteenth  or  nineteenth  day,  if  timely  care 
be  not  taken  to  check  its  progrefs. 

In  .September,  alfo,  Fevers  ufually  appear, 
which,  from  their  commencement,  exhibit 
fymptoms  of  malignancy ; being  attended 
with  a brown  dry  tongue,  violent  pain  of 
the  head,  delirium,  or  coma,  deep-feated 
pains  of  the  limbs,  petechial  fpots,  and  h re- 
in orrhagy.  Thefe  fevers  become  highly  con- 
tagious, efpeciaily  when  they  occur  in  clofe 
confined  fituations,  and  in  houfes  where  little 
attention  is  paid  to  ventilation  or  cleanlinefs. 
The  difeafe  is  extended  by  infection  during 
the  months  of  Odtober  and  November,  but 
its  progress  is  generally  flopped  by  the  {rolls 
of  December. 


Bills  of  Mortality,  from,  the  2.6th  of  July  to 
the  Vfilk  of  September. 


Abfcefj  2 

Abortive  . 17 

Aged  1 14 

Apoplexy  ......  19 

Afthma 32 

Bleeding  .......  4 

BedrickJ^ij  ......  z 

Cancer  xo 

Childbed 40 


Confumption  ...  . . 595 


Con  v til  Hons 

- ....  587 

Croup  . . . 

• v r • 3 

Dropfy  . . 

Evil  . . . . 

Fever  . . . 

Fionclv  Pox 

5 

Gout  . . . . 

Gravel  . . . 

Gripes  . . • 

I read-ache  . 

Hooping 
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Hooping  Cough.  . . . 

79 

Jaundice 

13 

Inflammation  . . . '. 

71 

Lunatic 

13 

Meafles  ....... 

5° 

Mortification 

34 

Palfy  

4 

Pleurify . 

1 

Piles 

I 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

1 

Small-pox 

833 

Sore-throat 

4 
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St.  Anthony’s  Fire  . 3 

Still-born 117 

Stoppage  in  the  fto- 

mach 1 

Suddenly  .......  19 

Swelling 1 

Teeth  ........  41 

Thrufh  iz 

Ulcers 1 

Worms  .......  3 

Water  in  the  head  . . -8  • 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

/ 

' From  the  20th  of  September  to  the  20th  of  Oflober • 

■ v.  * 

Lid  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own. 
Pra&ice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 

OCARLATINA  anginofa  . n 


kD  Meafles  2 

Small-pox 7 

Hooping  Cough  ........  4 

Malignant  Fever  .......  4 

Acute  Rheumatifm 1 1 

Catarrh 16 

Sore-throat  4 


Aphthous  Sore-throat 3 

Inflammation 
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Inflammation  of  the  bowels  . . i 
Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  2 

Low  Fever  ..........  i 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 2 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  . . . lB 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Afthenia 14 

Hyfteria 6 * 

St.  Vitus’s  Dance 1 

Anafarca 6 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 9 

Lumbago 2 

Paralyfis 3 

Apoplexy  2 

Hydrocephalus  . . 1 

Cephalffia  - 4 

Melancholia 1 

Dyfpepfia 9 

Chloroiis  3 

Gaflrodynia 1 1 

Bilious  vomiting 3 

Enterodynia 7 

Diarrhoea 10 

Cough  and  Dyfpncea 39 

Pulmonary  Confumption ....  8 

Pleuritic  Stitches 3 

Spitting  of  blood  3 

Haemorrhagy 


1 
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Haemorrhagy  from  the  nofe  . . 2 

Haemorrhagy  from  the  kidneys,  2 

Vomiting  of  blood 1 

Menorrhagia 3 

Fluor  albus 5 

Prolap fus  uteri 1 

Prolapfus  ani  1 

Hernia 2 

Scirrhous  liver 1 

Jaundice 2 

Gravel 2 

Tabes  mefenterica  .......  6 

Ulcer  of  the  re£tum 1 

Dyfphagia I 

Lichen . . . 1 

Scaly  Tetter 2 

Idthyofis I 

f 

Nettle-rafli 1 

Impetigo I 

Inflamed  puftules 5 

Scald-head  and  Crufta  la&ea  . 6 

Phthirialis  1 

Itch  7 

Thrufh  3 

Erythema 1 

Furunculi  . • 2 

Anthrax 1 

Lupus 1 

PERIODICAL 
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PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 

Quartan  . . * . . I 

Tertian 1 

He&ica  feniiis 2 

Hedtica  adolefcentium 1 

The  Scarlet  Fever,  with  a fore-throat,  hill 
continues  to  be  the>  leading  epidemic.  This 
difeafe,  however,  has  not  genet  ally  been  fo 
violent  as  in  fome  preceding  years.  Only 
one  cafe,  out  of  the  eleven  which  occurred 
during  the  laft  month  in  my  own  practice, 
terminated  fatally.  An  adult,  in  whom  the 
rafh  was  not  confiderable,  but  whofe  throat 
was  very  much  ulcerated,  became,  on  the 
third  day  of  the  eruption,  fuddenlv  frantic 
and  ungovernable,  the  rafh  difappearing,  and 
the  ulcerations  of  the  throat  being  almoff 
inffantly  healed.  This  mode  of  termination 
is  not  unfrequent  in  the  Scarlatina,  anginofa-. 
The  phrenetical  hate  remains  afterwards  for 
one,  two,  or  three  weeks. 

Both  the  Small-pox  and  the  • Hooping 
Cough,  which  were  the  prevailing  com- 
plaints during  many  months  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,  are  now  confiderably  on  the 
decline. 


Under 
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Under  the  article  “ Fevers  or  Acute  Dif- 

eafes  of  Infants,”  are  comprifed  catarrhal 
affe&ions,  the  effects  of  dentition,  with  in- 
digeftion,  and  other  complaints  of  the  bow- 
els, producing  diforder  of  the  conftitution  ; 
from  all  of  which,  children  have  this  month 
fuffered  extenfively. 

The  irregular  ftate  of  the  weather  for 
fome  time  paft  has  likewife  produced  in  adults 
violent  diforders  of  the  bowels,  haemorrha- 
gies,  coughs,  pleuritic  flitches,  and  a variety 
of  inflammatory  complaints  ; among  which, 
acute  Rheumatifm  and  catarrhal  Inflammation 
were  the  mod  prevalent. 

Contagious  malignant  Fevers  bore  a fmaller 
proportion  than  ufual  to  other  acute  difeafes  : 
neither  have  Intermittents  this  autumn  been 
very  numerous.  The  latter  occur,  for  the 
mod  part,  in  perfons  who  have  refided  fome 
time  in  the  neighbourhood  of  marfhes.  W e 
mud  not,  however,  confider  marfh  effluvia 
as  the  univerfal  caufe  of  intermittents  ; fince 
it  is  found,  that  perfons,  conftantly  refi- 
ding  in  the  mod  healthy  parts  of  tlxe  metro- 
polis, are  fometimes  affected  with  them,  as 
happened  in  the  two  cafes  above  put  down 
amongfl:  the  periodical  difeafes. 


ACCOUNT 


1796.] 


[ 49  ] 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20 th  of  03.  to  the  20 th  of  Nov. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Practice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 


CATARRH n 

Acute  Rheumatifm  ...  9 

Peripneumony  . . 2 

Haemoptoe  . 2 

Enteritis I 

Angina  . . . . 3 

Otalgia*  ............  3 

Malignant  Fever 4 

Small- pox 6 

-Scarlatina  anginofa  5 

Mealies  3 

Hooping  Cough . 3 

Puerperal  Fever 4 


Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  12 


* Otalgia  inflamraatoria  ; Sauvages,  Nofol.  Method. 


D 
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CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Afthenia 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 

Sciatica  

Pain  of  the  Side . 

Anafarca 

Cephalsea  

Vertigo  

Hemiplegia 

Hypochondriacs 

Cough,  and  Chronic  Dyfpnoea  . 
Pulmonary  Confumption  . . . 

Pleuritic  Stitches 

Dyfpepfia 

Gaftrodynia  

Enterodynia  . 

Diarrhoea  . . .* 

Chlorofis 

Inteftinal  Haemorrhagy  .... 

Menorrhagia  . 

Fluor  albus  

Dyfury 

Incontinence  of  urine 

Scirrhous  ovarium 

Jaundice 

Umbilical  Hernia 

Prolapfus  ani 


14 

!3 

2 

5 

5 

12 

3 

2 

3 

33 

9 

3 
7 

5 

4 

7 

7 

1 

6 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 
1 
1 

Tabes 
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Takes  mefenterica  3 

Cruft  a la&ea 2 

Porrigo  * 3 

Thrulh 3 

F urunculus  2 

Phlegmon  2 

Erythema 1 

Herpes 2 

Scabies 3 

Prurigo  podicis  1 

Inflamed  Puftules 2 

Phthirialis J 

Scaly  Tetter 6 

PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 

Quotidian 1 

IIe£lica  infantilis  3 

HeiSIica  fenilis 2 

Ilemicranium 1 

From  an  infpedlion  of  the  above  lift,  it 
will  appear  that  Catarrhal  and  Rheumatic 
Fevers  have  been  the  moll  predominant  a- 
mong  acute  difeafes,  lince  the  laft  report. 
A cold,  damp,  and  foggy  atmofphere  has  alfo 
contributed  to  render  them  more  fevere  than 
ufual,  and  of  longer  duration. 

D 2 


One 
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One  cafe  of  Peripneumony,  which  had 
been  negle6ted  at  its  commencement,  ter- 
minated in  fuppuration,  and  proved  fatal  at 
the  end  of  the  third  week. 

The  two  cafes  of  Haemoptoe  alfo  termi- 
nated fatally ; feveral  pints  of  blood,  in  a 
pure  and  fluid  ftate,  being  on  a fudden  dif- 
charged  from  the  lungs,  in  confequence  of 
the  rupture  of  fome  conflderable  veflTels. 

In  the  cafes  of  Otalgia,  after  violent  fever, 
delirium,  and  mod  excruciating  pain,  fup- 
puration took  place  : the  pus  was  difcharged 
from  the  external  meatus  auditorius  ; and 
a thick,  offeniive  matter  iffued  from  the 
internal  ear  into  the  fauces  and  noftrils. 

The  Hooping  Cough,  malignant  Fevers, 
Small-pox,  Mealies,  and  Scarlatina  angino- 
fa,  continue  nearly  in  the  fame  proportion 
as  during  the  two  preceding  months.  The 
Scarlatina  anginofa  has  been  very  fatal  in 
different  quarters  of  the  city. 

In  the  lift  of  Chronic  Difeafes,  it  feems 
proper  to  take  fome  notice  of  the  article 
Afthenia,  comprehending  the  diforders,  in 
general,  denominated  nervous,  which  have 
occurred  in  a great  proportion,  efpecially 
during  th6  fummer  months.  The  flate  of 
Afthenia  commences  with  general  languor. 


a 
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a fenfe  of  laflitude,  or  aching  in  the  limbs ; 
and  often  with  tremors.  Thefe  fy'mptoms 
are  fucceeded  by  fhooting  pains,  head-ache,, 
giddinefs,  and  a ftrong  difpofition  to  lleep, 
even  in  the  day-time.  There  is  a fenfation 
of  faintnefs,  or  depreflion,  referred  to  the- 
ftomach,  which  calls  for  a frequent  fupply 
of  nourifhment : but,  as  the  craving  is  not 
feconded  by  a proportionate  activity  of  the 
digeftive  powers,  an  overcharge  foon  takes 
place,  and  produces  heartburn,  flatulency, 
violent  pains  of  the  ftomach,  or  naufea,  with 
bilious  vomitings,  and  diarrhoea.  Females^, 
in  thefe  circumftances,  are  diftreflfed  with  a 
pain  in  the  left  fide,  fometimes  alternating 
with  the  pain  of  the  ftomach. 

This  complaint  takes  away  the  ability  of 
any  conflderable  corporeal  exertions  ; and 
alfo  renders  a long  attention  of  the  mind  to 
any  fubjedfl,  not  only  difflcult,  but  painful. 
The  patient’s  temper  becomes  irritable,  fret- 
ful, and  capricious  ; the  judgment  is  defective 
and  irrefolute ; the  imagination  fuggefts  no- 
thing but  gloomy  ideas,  often  extending  to 
defpondency.  No  tafte  remains  for  accuf- 
tomed  amufements  ; but  every  feeling,  every 
fenfation,  feems  unpleafant.  The  night-fleep 
is  difturbed  by  frightful  dreams  and  flattings  ; 

D 3 and 
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arrcf  the  patient  awakes,  in  the  morning,  un- 
reftefhed,  or  feeling  as  if  much  bruifed  and 
fatigued. 

Salvages,  in  treating  of  Afthenia,  includes 
rrrrder  that  title,  the  debility  confequent  on 
Fevers,  Small-pox-,  Scurvy,  Hydrocephalus, 
and  feveral  local  complaints.  He  farther 
cbferves,  that  in  Afthenia  there  is  a general 
weaknefs  of  all  the  limbs,  the  vital  powers 
retaining  their  full  vigour  ; .or,  that  the  de- 
bility of  the  voluntary  motions  is  much 
greater  than  could  be  fuppofed  from  exa- 
mining the  Hate  of  the  pulfe.  This  remark 
feems  to  have  been  made  with  the  view  of 
fopporting  an  hypothecs : — it  has  certainly 
no  foundation  in  truth.  The  pulfe,  in  every 
inftance  of  Afthenia,  is  much,  reduced  in 
force  : in  perfons  of  the  fanguine  tempera- 
ment, it  is  weak,  and  ufually  very  frequent ; 
but,  in  melancholic  habits,  it  is  always  feeble, 
flow,  and  languid.  The  former  cafe  confti- 
tutes  the  predifpofitioii  to  Syncope,  Hyfteria, 
Chorea,  Tetanus,  and  other  convulCons ; to 
Mania,  Gaflrodynia,  Pyrofis,  Diarrhoea,  Ta- 
bes mefenterifca,  Fluor  albus,  Urticaria,  Por- 
rigo,  and  feveral  puftular  eruptions  on  the 
lkin.  The  latter  predifpofes  to  Indigeftion, 
Heraicranium,  Hypochondriacs  or  Melan-* 

cholia  : 
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cholia ; to  Epilepfy,  Catalepfy,  Ephialtes, 
Chlorofis,  Conftipation,  chronic  Rheuma- 
tifm,  Struma,  internal  Scirrhofities,  Gravel, 
Dropfy,  Diabetes,  Purpura*  and  to  Scaly 
Dileafes  of  the  ikin. 

Impure  air,  fedentary  occupations,  anxiety, 
and  the  irregular  modes  of  living  in  a crowd- 
ed city,  are  the  external  caufes  which  lay 
the  foundation  of  Afthenia.  Not  only  thofe, 
inhabitants  are  affecfled  with  it  who  live  de- 
licately, and  withhold  themfelves  from  no, 
indulgence,  but  labourers,  fervants,  and  all 
perfons  confined  to  a dull,  unvaried  track  of 
bufinefs,  are  fenfible  of  its  effects.  In  fum- 
mer,  the  complaint  is  much  aggravated  by 
the  relaxing  influence  of  a warm,  dufty  at-r 
mofphere ; to  which  may  be  added  the  (lifting . 
heat  reflected  from  continuous  brick  walls,' 
windows,  and  a burning  pavement.  Un- 
happy they  who  are  doomed  to  foil  in  fuch  a 
fituation  throughout  die  year  ! who  Seldom 
enjoy  the  fun’s  dire6l  rays  in  the  colder  fea- 
fons  ; and  during  the  hot  months  “ are  never 
“ fanned  by  the  weftern  breeze.”  In  the 
moments  of  languor,  they  court  the  delufive 
aid  of  fpirits,  by  which  all  their  complaints 
are  rendered  more  inveterate  ; tliey  gradually 
droop  and  pine  ; become  hectical,  confump- 

I)  4 tive, 
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five,  cr  paralytic  ; or,  falling  into  the  ftate 
of  chronic  weaknefs,  fo  well  defcribed  by 
Dr.  Withers,  remain,  through  life,  a burthen 
to  their  friends,  the  public,  and  themfelves. 

Patients  in  the  firft  ftage  of  Afthenia,  or 
whofe  conftitutions  have  not  been  too  deeply 
injured  by  a long  refidence  in  town,  retrieve 
their  health  by  means  of  cold  bathing,  tonic' 
medicines,  and  occaftonal  excurfions  into  the 
country.  There,  a change  of  purfuits,  a 
more  regular  plan  of  diet  and  exercife,  a more 
clear  and  purer  atmofphere,  the  falubrious  ex- 
halations from  growing  vegetables,  and  the 
grateful  ftimulus  of  their  odours,  in  a fhort 
time  reftore  vigour  to  the  body,  and,  along 
with  it,  firmnefs  and  ferenity  to  the  mind. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 


From  the  20 th  of  No-v.  to  the  20 th  of  Dec. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 

Practice. 


ACUTE  DISEASES. 


r 

Enteritis 
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Enteritis I 


Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  4 

Ulcerated  Sore-throat 3 

Acute  Rheumatifm  6 

Haemoptce 5 

Malignant  Fever 4 

Small-pox 3 

Scarlatina  anginofa 3 

Meafles  8 

Febrile  Nettle-rafli 1 

Slow  Fever 2 

Puerperal  Fever 2 

Dyfentery . 1 

Tetanus 1 


Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  12 


✓r 


CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 44 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  9 


Chronic  Rheumatifm  .....  12 

Lumbago  2 

Afthenia 12 

Paralyfis 2 

Anafarca  5 

CEdema  puerperale 2 

Ilyfleria 2 

St.  Vitus’s  Dance 1 

Epilepfy 2 

D 5 Cephalasa 


t 58  J 


Cephalaea  

Gaftrodynia  . . . . . 
Enterodynia  ...... 

Diarrhoea 

Golica . 

Golica  Pi<Stonum  . . 

Chlorofis 

Menorrhagia  . . . . 
Scirrhus  uteri  . . . . 
Scirrhus  of  the  liver  . 

Jaundice 

Gravel 

Renal  Calculus  . . . 
incontinence  of  urine 
Worms  ....... 

Ulcer  of  the  redlum  , 
Tabes  mefenterica  . . 

Lepra 

Impetigo  ....... 

Scaly  Tetter  ...;■. 

Thrufh 

Crufta  la£tea  . . . . 

Itch. 


5 

10 

2 

1 
8 

3 

3 

2 

1 

'-i 

a 

2 
1 

4 
1 


PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 


Quotidian  ...... 

Tertian 

He  mi- 

/ 
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Hemkranium I 

Hedfica  adolefcentium 3 

I lexica  fenilis 1 


All  the  inflammatory  and  haemorrhagic 
tlifeafes,  put  down  in  the  preceding  lift,  were 
brought  to  a favourable  conclufton.  The 
cafes  of  Pleurify,  and  Inflammation  of  the 
bowels,  were  fo  violent  as  to  require  repeated 
venaefe&ion,  along  with  the  ufe  of  blifters, 
and  other  remedies. 

Infants  have  been,  during  the  prefent 
month,  very  generally  aftefled  with  catarrhal 
I'ever,  a hard  founding  cough,  great  difficulty 
of  breathing,  and  a watery  difcharge  from 
the  nofe  and  eyes.  The  above  fymptoms 
were  relieved  in  a few  days,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  leeches  to  the  cheft,  by  blifters,  and 
antimonials. 

The  cold,  wet,  or  damp  weather,  which 
fucceeded  the  fhort  froft  at  the  beginning  of 
the  month,  feems  to  have  given  rife  to  many 
putrid  Fevers  and  ulcerated  Sore-thronits. 
Thefe  prove  untoward  and  lingering  ; though 
I have  not,  as  yet,  met  with  any  fatal  cafe. 
A young  lady,  about  fourteen  years  of  age, 
after  having  had,  for  fome  days,  flight  fpecks 
of  ulceration  in  the  throat,  was  feized  with 
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all  the  fymptoms  of  a malignant  Fever  : her 
tongue  became  dry  and  brown  ; a black  cruft 
covered  the  teeth  ; her  eyes  were  dull  and 
glaffy  ; ftie  was  alternately  delirious  and  co- 
matofe  till  the  12th  day  of  the  fever,  when 
a rafh  appeared,  very  much  refembling  the 
Scarlatina,  and  was  diffufcd  over  the  whole 
body.  It  continued  to  the  fourteenth  davr 
and  then  difappeared : a complete  crifis  of 
the  fever  took  place  at  the  fame  time.  The 
fervant  who  attended  was  affe&ed  with  a 
fimilar  fever  three  days  after  the  young  lady’s 
recovery,  but  has  not  had  either  the  fore- 
throat or  the  eruption  on  the  fkin. 

The  Mealies  are  now  more  prevalent  than 
the  Small-pox  or  Scarlatina,  and  have  been 
diffufed  to  raoft  of  the  villages  near  London  : 
many  infants  have  died  of  the  cough  and 
he<5lic  fever  which  fucceed  them.  According 
to  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  not  200  perfons 
died  of  the  Small-pox  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember ; whereas  the  number  of  deaths  in 
July  and  Auguft  was  772.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that  the  Bills  only  record  the  death 
©f  one  perfon  by  the  Scarlet  Fever,  between 
the  8th  and  29th  of  November,  a period 
during  which  there  occurred  many  fatal  cafes 
©f  that  difeafe. 


The 
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The  cafe  of  Tetanus  was  produced  by  a 
flight  wound,  at  the  root  of  the  little  toe,, 
from  a rufty  nail.  No  material  inconveni- 
ence was  felt  for  fome  days  after  the  acci- 
dent; but  it  Was  finally  fucceeded  by  a locked 
jaw,  pain  at  the  fternum,  irregular  convulfive 
motions  of  the  back  and  abdomen,  violent 
cramps  of  the  extremities,  a.  very  quick, 
fmall  pulfe,  and  occafional  delirium.  The 
patient’s  toe  was  at  firft  lwelled  and  in- 
flamed : after  the  application  of  poultices  for 
a day  or  two,  it  remained  free  from  pain,  but 
had  always  a livid  appearance  during  the  con- 
vulfions.  He  died  at  the  end  of  a fortnight, 
being  exhaufted  with  extreme  pain  and  irri- 
tation, from  which  medicine  could  afford  him 
no  more  than  a flight  and  temporary  refpite.. 

Edls  of  Mortality  from  the  i^th  of  September 
to  the  2"jth  of  December. 

Abfcefs  .......  6 

Abortive  .......  43 

AScd 3 34 

Apoplexy  35 

Ague 1 

Afthma  1 18 

B. ceding 2 

Bed-ridden  .....  3 

Cancer 21 

CUild-fccd 54 


Cold  . .......  4 

Confumption  ....  1246 

Convulfions  ....  1117 


Croup 8 

Dropfy 184 

Evil 2 

Falling  Sicknefs  . . 1 

Fever 450 

Flux . 7 

Gout  27 


Gravel 
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Gravel  .......  3 

Grief 1 

Hooping  Cough  . . 123 

Jaundice 21 

Jaw  locked  .....  I 

Inflammation  ....  no 

Lunatic  22 

Mealies  93 

Mortification  ....  53 

Pally  ........  1 3 

Fleurify 3 

Quinfy  1 

Rickets  z 

R.upture 4 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  3 

Small-pox 778 


] 

I Sores 1 

Sore-throat  .....  5 

Spotted  Fever  ...  r 

Stone  7 

Stoppage  of  the  fto- 

mach  2 

Suddenly  33 

Swine-pox 1 

Teeth  80 

Thruflv 18 

1 Tumor  in  the  womb,  1 

Ulcers x 

Vomiting.  .....  r 

Water  in  the  head  . 1 9 

Worms 1 


Total  of  deaths  5089:  of  which,  1822 
were  of  children  under  two  years  of  age  ; 20 
6f  perfons  aged  between  ninety  and  one 
hundred  ; and  2 upward  of  one  hundred 


years. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  10th  of  December,  1796,  to  1 be  zotb  of 
January , 1797. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Pradtice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 

CATARRH 23 

Peripneumony 4 

Acute 
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Acute  Rheumatifm  5 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  r 

Aphthous  Sore-throat 3 

Otalgia  . . I 

Enteritis  . . . . . . 2 

Malignant  Fever 2 

Slow  Fever  i 

Hooping  Cough  . 4. 

Meafles  6* 

Scarlatina  anginofa  ......  1 

Small— pox  **«...»*••*  3 

Hnemoptoe  . 2 

H aematemefis f 

Hrematuria  1 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  . . . 8- 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 50 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  14 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 8 

Lumbago  2 

Alfhenia . y 

Dropfy  . . . . 4 

CEJema  puerperale  ' i 

Paralvfis 2 

Cephalaea 3 

Hydrocephalus 1 

. Epilepfy 1 

Dyfpepfla 
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Dyfpepfia 

Gaftrodvnia 

j 

Enterodynia 

Coiica  Pi£tonum  . . 

Obftipatio 

Diarrhoea 

Worms 

Scrophula  ...... 

Chlorofis 

Menorrhagia 

Prolapfus  uteri  . . . . 

Fluor  albus 

Mammary  Abfcefs 
Scirrhous  ovarium  . . 
Scirrhous  liver  . . . 
Gravel  and  Dyfury  » 

Thrufh 

Shingles 

Porrigo  

Itch 

Boils 

Prurigo  ....... 

Intertrigo  ...... 

Lepra 

Furpura 


7 

7 

6 

2 

3 

7 

3. 

3 

6 

2 

1 

2 
2 
I 

1 
6 

3 

2 

2 

-r 

J 

I 

1 

I 

I 

I 
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PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 


Quartan i 

Hedtica  adolcfcentium 2 

Hedtica  fenilis 1 


The  quick  and  irregular  interchanges  of 
froft,  fnovv,  and  rain,  during  the  prefent 
month,  have  been  productive  of  Coughs, 
catarrhal  Fevers,  internal  Inflammations,  and 
an  aggravated  flate  of  Phthifis  pulmonalis. 

Several  perfons,  in  the  decline  of  life,  have 
died  fuddenly  from  a violent  attack  of  Ca- 
tarrh, or  the  Peripneumonia  notha  of  Sy- 
denham, attended  with  a quick  fluttering 
pulfe,  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  pain  orop- 
preflion  of  the  chefl,  head-ache,  vertigo,  and 
flight  delirium  ; the  cheeks  being,  at  firft, 
red  and  flufhed,  as  Sydenham  remarks, 
but  prefently  becoming  livid  and  bloated. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  a large  effuflon 
of  lymph  ufually  takes  place  into  the  cavity 
of  the  chefl;  and  pericardium.  Bliflers,  dia- 
phoretics, gentle  purgatives,  and  preparations 
of  fqiiill,  feem  to  be  the  remedies  which 
afford  moll  certain  alleviation.  Blood-letting 
is  inadmiffible : of  thofe  who  have  been  bled, 
at  any  period  of  the  difeafe,  I fcarcely  ever 
recollect  to  have  feen  one  furvive  ; and  am- 
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convinced,  that  Dr.  Sydenham’s  mode  of 
practice,  in  this  complaint,  would  be  almoft 
imiverfally  deflruCtive.  The  death  of  one 
patient  was  accelerated  in  confequence  of  the 
alarm  and  confufion  occalloned  by  the  dread- 
ful fire  at  Mr.  Meux’s  brewhoufe,  near 
which  he  refided. 

Young  peifons,  more  efpecially  females, 
aire  fometimes  affected  with  the  above  fpecies 
of  Peripneumony  ; and  have  often  fo  great  a 
degree  of  dyfpncea,  that  they  cannot  lie  down 
in  bed,  or  take  any  found  deep,  for  many 
fucceffive  nights : the  pulfe  is  feeble,  and 
very  quick,  there  being  not  lefs  than  140  or 
160  pulfations  in  a minute.  In  this  diforder 
bleeding  is  equally  fatal  to  the  young  and  to 
thofe  of  an  advanced  age  : young  perfons, 
however,  in  general,  recover,  if  proper  and. 
early  attention  be  paid  to  them. 

The  inhdious  appearances  of  this  complaint 
fometimes  lead  unexperienced  or  carelefs 
practitioners  into  another  error.  The  fur 
upon  tire  tongue,  after  a few  days,  affumes 
a brownifh  colour  : this  circumffance,  added 
to  the  date  of  the  pulfe,  the  lofs  of  ftrength, 
and  the  abfence  of  cough,  fuggefls  the  idea 
of  a malignant  or  putrid  Fever,-  if  the  atten- 
tion be  not  directed  to  the  heaving  of  the 
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cheft,  and  to  the  exciting  caufe  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 

The  ufe  of  bark,  wine,  and  aromatics,  in 
fuch  a cafe,  it  will  appear  evident,  cannot  be 
lefs  pernicious  than  the  oppofite  mode  of 
practice,  by  repeated  blood-letting,  ftrong  pur- 
gatives, nitre,  &cc.  fo  often  fatally  adopted  by 
thofe  who  prefcribe  to  the  name  of  a difeafe, 
without  fufficiently  confidering  the  Hate  of 
the  conflitution  affedted  with  it. 

The  Mealies  continue,  in  nearly  the  fame 
degree,  as  Hated  for  the  two  preceding 
months.  The  Scarlatina  anginofa  and  Small- 
pox  are  Hill  abating. 

According  to  the  London  Bills  of  Morta- 
lity, there  have  died,  between  the  20th  of 
December  and  the  17th  of  January,  of  the 
Mealies,  twenty-one  ; of  the  Scarlet  Fever, 
three  : of  the  Small-pox  niwety-feven. 

In  the  general  Bill  for  the  year  1796,  it 
appears,  that  307  have  died  of  the  Mealies ; 
3548  of  the  Small-pox  ; and  1347  in  other 
acute  difeafes.  On  examining  the  Bills  of 
Mortality,  from  the  year  1628  to  the  prefent 
time,  it  will  be  found  that  at  fome  periods  a 
greater  number  has  died  of  the  Small-pox 
within  twelve  months;  but  that,  in  1796,  the 
proportion  of  deaths  from  this  complaint,  to 

the 
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the  whole  annual  mortality,  has  exceeded 
that  of  any  preceding  year.  The  only  years 
in  which  the  deaths,  by  the  Small-pox,  a- 
mounted  to  more  than  3000,  were  the  fol- 
lowing : 


Total  of  Deaths.  By  the  Small-pox. 


In  1725, 

25^523- 

3 1 88, 

01  125  in 

1000. 

17  36> 

27,58!. 

3°r4, 

ICO 

ditto. 

T75  2, 

20,485. 

3538, 

172 

ditto. 

J757’ 

21,213. 

32  96> 

*54 

ditto. 

1763, 

26,143. 

3582, 

*37 

ditto. 

1768, 

25,639. 

3028, 

128 

ditto. 

*772, 

26,053. 

3992, 

J53 

ditto. 

^96, 

19,288. 

3.548, 

183 

ditto. 

From  the  report  piibliihed  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Small- pox  and  Inoculation  Hofpi- 
tals,  it  appears,  that  of  thofe  who  take  the 
difeafe  cafually,  the  mortality  is  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  to  fix.  It  muft  be  added,  as 
a proof  of  the  advantages  of  inoculation,  that 
not  more  than  one  patient  out  of  four  or  five 
hundred  dies  of  the  inoculated  Small-pox. 
The  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the 
Small-pox  Hofpital,  from  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1746,  to  the  1 ft  of  January,  1796, 
has  been  19,202  : the  number  of  patients 

inoculated  within  the  fame  period,  29,890. 

• During 
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During  laft  year,  1506  were  inoculated  at 
the  hofpital,  and  only  three  out  of  that  num- 
ber died  there.  The  number  of  patients 
admitted  in  the  natural  Small-pox  was  480. 
As  the  hofpitais  are- frtuated  without  the  Bills 
of  Mortality,  their  own  regifter  alone  records 
the  deaths  which  happen  there,  and  which 
are  according  to  the  average  above  frated,  or 
fomewhat  more,  the  cafes  admitted  being 
generally  of  the  mofl  unfavourable  kind. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 


From  the  20  th  of  January  to  the  20  th  of  February. 

Lift  cf  the  C afes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Practice. 


Peripneumony 3 

Pleurily 1 

Angina  3 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  2 

Acute  Rheumatifm 8 


ACUTE  DISEASES. 


ATARRH 


20 


Malignant 
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Malignant  .Fever 

Scarlatina  anginofa 

Mealies  

Small-pox 

Ervfipelas 

Aphthous  Sore-throat 

Hooping  Cough 

Slow  Fever 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 
Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  . . . 


5 

3 

2 

3 
2 

4 

o 

2 

6 
7 


CHRONIC  DISEASES. 


Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 45 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  9 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 7 

Spitting  of  blood 2 

Haemorrhagy  from  the  nofe  . . 4 

Cephalaea 8 

Apoplexy 1 

Hydrocephalus  . . 3 

Epilepfy 1 

Afthenia '.  . . . 15 

Hyfteria . . . 3 

Paralyhs 1 

Syncope  I 

Hypochondriacs . . 3 

Dropfy 4 

Scrophula  5 


Chlorofis 
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Chlorous  and  Amenorrhoea  . 6 

Abortion 2 

Pain  of  the  fide 2 

Dyfpepiia 13 

Gallrodynia  „ 7 

Enterodynia  . 3 

Diarrhoea 6 

Obftipatio 3 

BiJious  vomiting  2 

Haemorriioids 2 

Fluor  albus 3 

Scirrhus  uteri  1 

Tabes  mefenterica 4 

Worms  . 6 

Jaundice I 

Gravel 1 

Varices  1 

Scaly  Tetter 1 

Prurigo 2 

Nettle-rath  2 

Purpura 1 

Herpes  miliaris  I 

Scabies  3 

Impetigo 1 

Porn'go 2 


In  the  prefent  month,  tire  weather  has  been 
confiderably  milder  than  during  the  preceding 


one. 
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one.  The  feries  of  difeafes  in  each  will, 
notwithftanding,  be  found  very  nearly  to  cor- 
refpond.  It  is  likewife  obfervabie,  that 
whenever  catarrhal,  pneumonic,  and  other 
inflammatory  difeafes  prevail  extenfively,  the 
proportion  of  contagious  complaints  is  much 
diminifhed. 

One  of  the  cafes  of  peritoneal  Inflamma- 
tion, which  had  been  negleCted  for  ten  days, 
terminated  fatally.  On  examination  of  the 
parts  affected  after  death,  a large  quantity  of 
pus  was  found  effufed  into  the  abdominal 
cavity  ; the  bowels  were  glued  together  by  a 
thick,  inflammatory  exudation,  and  many 
portions  of  them  appeared  black  and  con- 
tracted, but  no  gangrene  had  taken  place  : 
the  colon  was  fuperfieially  ulcerated  in  feveral 
places. 

Inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  and  omen- 
tum frequently  occurs  here,  both  in  adults,  and 
children,  or  even  infants,  and  becomes  fatal 
through  improper  treatment.  Being  attended 
with  bilious  vomiting,  great  depreffion  of 
ftrength,  and  a fmall  weak  pulfe,  it  is  often  mif- 
taken  for  a colic,  or  enterodynia  arifing  from 
flatulence,  and  a too  irritable  ftate  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal  : whence  opiates,  warm  pur- 
gatives, aromatics,  and  fpirituous  cordials,  are 

ufuallv 
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ufually  given.  The  confequences  of  this 

practice  are  always  fatal.  Not  only  the  pu- 

riform  effufion  and  exudation  take  place,  but 

likewife  extenfive  ulceration : fometimes  the 

/ 

whole  omentum  is  converted  into  a purulent 
mafs,  or  wholly  deftroyed  : in  other  cafes, 
there  are  many  circular  gangrenous  patches 
on  the  furface  of  the  inteftines.  The  com- 
plaint at  an  early  period  is  eafily  relieved  by 
the  application  of  a number  of  leeches  round 
the  umbilicus  ; by  pediluvium,  fomentations, 
and  gentle  purgatives.  C upping- glaffes  can- 
not be  applied  on  account  of  the  tenfion  and 
forenefs  of  the  abdomen.  It  may  not  be 
amifs  to  obferve,  that  bleeding  from  the  arm 
is  much  lefs  effectual  in  relieving  the  pain 
and  inflammation  than  the  repeated  ufe  of 
leeches. 


The  deaths  fated  In  the  Bills  of  Mortality 
for  the  la/l  four  weeks  are  as  follow  : 


Small-pox 67 

Mcafles 14 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  1 

Eryflpelas 1 

Hooping  Cough  ...  4’ 

Fevers 132 


Difeafes  of  Infants  . 41 

Puerperal  cafes  ...  19 

Apoplexy  and  Palfy  . 25 


Hydrocephalus  ....  2 

Pulmonary  complaints,  510 
Rheumatifm  and  Gout,  1 r 


Dropfy 5 1 

Cancer 2 

Inflammation  and  Ul- 

cers 32 

Rupture e 


The 
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The  number  of  deaths  referred  to  pul- 
monary Confumption  feems  enormous.  I 
lhall  endeavour  at  fome  future  period  to 
afcertain,  by  a corredb  mode  of  inveftigation, 
whether  this  article  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality 
be  confiftent  with  truth. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 


From  the  20th  of  February  to  the  20th  of  March. 
Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 


Practice. 


ACUTE  DISEASES. 


2 


Hasmoptoe  

Angina 

Acute  Rheumatifm  . . 

Small-pox 

Mealies 

Scarlatina  anginofa  . . 

Eryfipelas 

Malignant  Fever  . . . 
Slow  Fever 


• 5 

• 4 


2 

2 

2 

2 

1 


2 


3 


Puerperal 
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Puerperal  Fever 4 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  9 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpncea  74 

Phthifis  Pulmonalis I4 

Pleurodyne 2 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 1 1 

Lumbago • 2 

Afthenia IO 

Dropfy 5 

Hypochondriacs  . 2 

Cephalaea 5 

Hyfteria 1 

Epilepfy 2 

Hydrocephalus  I 

Ga'ftrodynia  ^ . 15 

Dyfpepfia  . • 7 

Enterodynia 5 

Diarrhoea  7 

Conftipatio 2 

Inteftinal  Haemorrhagy  ....  2 

Menorrhagia 3 

Fluor  albus  2 

Chloroiis  and  Amenoirhoea  . . 6 

Scrophula  4 

Tabes  mefenterica 2 

Worms 3 

E 2 Scirrhous 
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Scirrhous  liver I 

Jaundice  . 2 

Hernia 2 

Prolapfus  uteri l 

Tooth-ache 3 

Scaly  Tetter 2 

Herpes 1 

Itch  and  Prurigo 5 

Lupus  1 


Nearly  one  half  of  the  cafes  in  the  above 
lift  are  difeafes  of  the  lungs,  occafioned  by 
the  fharp  and  intenfely  cold  north-eaft  winds, 
which  have  prevailed  during  the  month.  The 
fymptoms  of  the  epidemic  Catarrh  were, 
head-ache,  fometimes  attended  with  vertigo ; 
a thin,  acrimonious  difeharge  from  the  nof- 
trils  ; flight  inflammation  of  the  throat ; a 
fenfe  of  conftritftion  in  the  cheft,  with  a 
frequent  dry  cough  ; pains  in  the  limbs  ; a 
white  tongue;  a quick  and  fmall  pulfe;  with 
a fenfation  of  languor,  and  general  debility. 
This  diforder  continued  about  eight  days  ; 
and  then  terminated  with  gentle  perfpirations, 
or  in  fome  inftances  by  a diarrhoea.  It  lias 
been,  by  many  pratftitioners,  denominated  an 
Influenza,  but,  I think,  not  with  ftri&  pro- 
priety, the  complaint  being  merely  epide- 
mical 
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mical  from  a particular  ftate  of  the  atmof- 
phere,  and  not  propagated  by  contagion. 
Coughs  have  been  remarkably  fevere  and  ob- 
ftinate  : they  were  frequently  attended  with 
painful  hitches,  and  fpitting  of  blood.  Se- 
veral perfons,  not  previoufly  much  indifpofed, 
were  feized  on  a fudden  with  a violent  cough 
and  great  difficulty  of  breathing:  the  coun- 
tenance prefently  became  livid  and  bloated  ; 
the  pulfe  weak  and  fluttering ; and  they 
expired  in  a very  fhort  time.  I recollect 
many  fimilar  inhances  of  ludden  death,  after 
expofure  to  cold,  during  the  fevere  winter  in 
the  year  1794-5. 

One  of  the  cafes  of  Scarlatina  anginofa, 
which  appeared  flight  in  the  firft  ftage,  began 
to  aflume  the  malignant  form  of  that  difeafe 
on  the  5th  day,  as  foon  as  the  eruption  de- 
clined. The  patient  was  a girl  about  three 
years  old,  who  had  been  previoufly  in  a good 
ftate  of  health.  At  the  time  mentioned,  fhe 
became  comatofe : the  eyes  were  dull  and 
glafly  ; the  pulfe  ufually  144,  or  upwards  : 
her  throat,  tongue,  and  palate,  were  covered 
with  aphthae:  a large  quantify  of  phlegm  col- 
lected in  the  fauces,  and  produced  a rattling 
in  the  breath  ; her  cheeks  were  flufhed  and 
tumid : whenever  llie  was  roufed  from  her 

E 3 fl umber. 


dumber,  fhe  was  extremely  irritable  and  fret- 
ful ; but  foon  $fter  returned  to  a date  of 
torpor  and  infenfibility.  On  the  eighth  day, 
the  right  cheek  and  eye-lids  were  afFe£ted 
with  an  erifipelatous  tumour,  which  prefently 
doled  the  eye.  On  the  ninth,  a confiderable 
difeharge  began  to  take  place,  from  the  eyes 
and  noftrils,  of  a thin  acrimonious  fluid,  pro- 
ducing excoriation,  which  was  much  in- 
creafed  by  the  little  patient’s  connandy  rub- 
bing or  picking  the  nofe  and  lips.  As  foon 
as  this  difeharge  appeared,  the  fecretion  of 
tire  phlegm  in  the  throat  ceafed,  and  with  it 
the  difagreeable  rattling  in  expiration  and 
jnfpiration.  On  the  twelfth  day,  the  foie- 
arms  were  again  covered  with  the  fcarlet 
eruption  ; and  patches  of  it  likevvife  appeared 
about  the  loins  and  nates.  The  ra/h  declined 
in  two  or  three  days,  but  without  any  alle- 
viation of  the  coma,  or  other  febrile  fymp- 
toms.  There  was  indeed  no  material  alteration 
till  the  eighteenth  day  of  the  difeafe,  when  the 
eriflpelatous  tumour  began  to  fubfide,  and  its 
fui  face  to  defquamate,  fo  that  the  eye  could  be 
opened.  The  pulfe,  at  this  time,  returned 
to  its  ufual  flandard  ; the  tongue  became  foft 
and  moift,  though  ulcerated  in  feveral  places; 
the  dozing  and  infenfibility  were  removed  ; 

the 
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the  child  was  able  to  fit  up",  and  fought  for 
amufement.  On  the  twentieth  day  there 
was  a return  of  the  fwelling  in  the  under 
eye -lid  ; but  no  other  morbid  fymptom  re- 
mained excepting  debility  and  great  fretful- 
nefs. 

This  child,  being  the  daughter  of  an  emi- 
nent and  amiable  phyfician,  was  well  nurfed, 
and  attended  with  anxious  care,  otherwife 
its  chance  of  recovery  had  been  but  fmall  ; 
there  being  few  inftances  of  efcape  from  a 
diforder  fo  virulent. 

* 

V 

7 he  deaths,  reported  during  the  laft  four  weeks 
in  the  Bills  of  Mortality  are  as  follow  : 


Afthma  and  Con- 
fumption  .....  578 
Hooping  Cough  ...  41 

Fevers r34  ' 

Small-pox 32 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  1 

Meades . • 7 

I’ucrperal  Fever  ...  24 


Croup I 

Convulfions 3O7 


Teething  and  Thrufli,  31 
Water  in  the  head  . . e 


Apoplexy  and  Palfy,  28 

Lunatic 10 

Jaundice  4 

Dropfy 81 

Inflammation  and 
Mortification  ...  57 

Fiftula 12 

Cancer  20 

Gravel  ........  2 

Gout ; , 14 


From  Old  age  . . . . 186 
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ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20th  of  March  to  the  20 th  of  April. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Pradtice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 

CATARRH 16 

Peripneumony 2 

Haemoptoe 6 

Epiftaxis  2 

Angina 4 

Otalgia 1 

Ophthalmia 2 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  3 

Enteritis 1 

Phlegmone  Teftis 1 

Acute  Rheumatifm 4 

Gout  2 

Scarlatina  anginofa  4 

Meafles 2 

Small-pox  3 

Hooping  Cough 3 

Malignant  Fever  .......  2 

Slow  Fever 3 

Puerperal  Fever 2 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ....  9 

CHRONIC 


1797*3  C 81  3 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 


Cough  and  Dyfpnoea  . . . 
Phthifis  Pulmonalis  . . . . 
Chronic  Rheumatifm  . . . 

Sciatica 

Nephralgia 

PI  eurodyne  

Afthenia 

Hyfteria 

Epilepfy 

Paralyfis 

Cephalaea 

Apoplexy 

Dyfpepfia 

Gaftrodynia 

Enterodynia  

Diarrhoea 

Obftipatio 

Colica  Pidtonum  

Haemorrhoids 

Hernia  

Worms 

Dyfury  

Menorrhagia 

Chlorofis  and  Amenorrhoea 

Fluor  albus 

Scirrhous  ovarium 

Scirrhous  liver 

E5 


• 37 
. 12 

. 6 
. 2 

• 4 
. 2 

• *3 
. 2 


• 3 
. 2 

1 

. 12 

• 4 
. 6 

; 5 
. 1 

. 2 

: 3 
. 2 

• 3 

. 2 

. 4 

. 8 

• 3 

. 1 

. 1 

Anafarca 


[ 

Anafarca  . . 

Hydrothorax 
Jackets  . . 

Scrophula  . 

Porrigo  . . 

Itch  ..... 

Efthyma 
Purpura  . . 

PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 


Tertian i 

Hecftica  adolefcentium 2 


The  number  of  catarrhal  complaints-  has 
been  confiderably  diminiftied  within  the  pre- 
fent  month:  inflammatory  difeafes,  however, 
appear,  on  the  whole,  to  have  been  moft  pre- 
dominant. One  of  the  cafes  of  Peripneu- 
mony  terminated  fatally  ; the  patient,  a fe- 
male,. having  been  bled  largely,,  and  repeat- 
edly. The  Meafles  and  the  Hooping  Cough 
are  not  very  frequent  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
town  but,  as  I underftand,  prevail  much  in 
the  city,  more  efpecially  the  latter  difeafe  : 
forty-four  children  have  died  of  it,  between 
the  21ft  of  March  and  the  18th  of  April, 
according  to  the  report  in  the  Bills  cf  Mor- 
tality. 
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One  of  the  three  cafes  of  Scarlatina  angi- 
nofa  proved  fatal : the  patient  was  a delicate 
boy,  about  four  years  of  age,  who  ftruggled 
with  the  complaint  till  the  19th  day,  and 
then  expired  fuddenly.  — In  the  cafe  of  this 
difeafe  given  laid  month,  a confiderable  quan- 
tity of  matter  formed  in  the  fwelling  of  the 
under  eye-lid,  which  was  difeharged  by  an 
opening,  made  on  the  24th  day  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fever  : the  abfeefs  healed  in  a 
fhort  time ; and  the  child  has  fmee  been 
gradually  regaining  her  health  and  ftrength. 

Afcer  the  abatement  of  the  epidemic  Ca- 
tarrh, a violent  difeafe  fell  upon  cats,  by 
which  many  hundreds  of  thofe  domeftic  ani- 
mals peri  Hied.  The  particular  fymptoms  of 
their  malady,  I had  not  a fufficicnt  opportu- 
nity of  afeertaining  : but,  from  diflections,  it 
appeared,  that  the  bowels  had  been  drawn 
together  by  a violent  cramp,  or  fpafmodic 
conft;  action,  involving  likewife  the  omentum, 
and  preventing  any  piflage.  In  fome,  the 
inteftmes  were  partially  red,  or  blackifh  : 
but,  in  the  greater  number  of  in  fiances,  the 
contraction  and  extraordinary  twilling  of  the 
bowels  had  taken  place  without  any  marks 
of  inflammation. 

E 6 
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Between  the  21  ft  of  March  and  the  1 8th 
©f  April,  the  Bills  of  Mortality  report  150a 
deaths;  29  by  the  Small-pox;  526  of  in- 
fants and  children  under  five  years  of  age ; 
502  from  Aflhrna  and  Confumption.  I for- 
merly noticed  the  large  proportion  of  deaths 
Hated  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality  as  arifing  from 
pulmonary  complaints  ; and  propofed  to  ap- 
ply feme  teft,  in  order  to  afeertain  the  cor- 
redbnefs  of  this  article.  The  only  one  I have 
to  offer  is  the  refult  of  my  own  experience, 
by  exhibiting  a fair  and  exa6l  account  of  all 
the  fatal  cafes  which  have  occurred  during 
the  laft  two  years.  — However  uncomfort- 
able fuch  a review  may  be  to  a phyfician,  I 
have  for  once  ventured  to  make  it ; and  the 
following  ftatement  may  be  depended  upon 
as  precifely  correct.  — Out  of  4500  perfons 
admitted  under  my  care,  in  the  years  1795 
and  1796,  246  died  from  the  following  dif- 
orders : of  Pulmonary  Confumption  77  ; 
Haemorrhagy  from  the  lungs  5 ; Peripneu- 
mony  1 ; Hooping  Cough  3 ; Cough,  fuc- 
ceeding  the  Mealies,  6 ; Small-pox  20 
Scarlatina  ajiginofa  2 ; Malignant  Fever  8 ; 
Slow  Fever  3 ; Summer  Fever  1 ; Puerperal 
Fever  2 ; Ulcerated  malignant  Sore-throat  3 ; 
Peritoneal  Inflammation  2 ; Inflammation  of 

* the 
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the  bowels,  and  Hernia,  4 ; Dyfentery  1 ; 
Ulcer  of  the  re£tum  1 ; Pfoas  abfcefs  1 
Gangrenous  Ulcer  1 ; Tetanus,  with  locked 
jaw,  2 ; Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants,  under 
two  years  of  age,  14  ; Scrophula,  Rickets, 
and  Tabes  mefenterica,  10;  Hydrocephalus 
7 ; Scirrhus  and  Cancer  uteri  3 ; Cancer  of 
the  breah  3 ; gradual  Decline,  moftly  with 
Scirrhous  liver,  and  Dropfy,  21  ; Decay 
from  old  age  7 Jaundice  1 ; Stone  1 
Stoppage  of  the  bowels  2 ; Diforder  of  the 
homach  and  bowels,  from  excefs  in  drinking 
fpirits,  14;  Apoplexy  6;  Paralyfis  8;  ob- 
flinate  Head-ache  1 Menorrhagia  3 ; A- 
bortion  1. 

In  the  above  account,  the  deaths  from 
pulmonary  complaints,  exclufive  of  the 
Hooping  Cough  and  Meafles,  amount  to 
one-third  of  the  whole  mortality  which 
affords  a proof,  that  the  proportion  hated  in 
the  Bills  of  Mortality  is  not  over-rated..  That 
proportion,  during  the  winter  months,  will 
be  found  to  vary  from  one-third  to  one-half. 
In  the  general  Bill  for  the  year  1796,  if  we 
exclude  executions,  other  violent  deaths,  and 
abortive  or  hill-born  infants,  the  number  of 
deaths  is  reduced  to  17,648  ; of  which  5264 
are  referred  to  pulmonary  difeafes.  This 

proportion 
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proportion  will  not  differ  much  from  that 
Hated  as  the  refult  of  my  own  experience, 
allowance  being  made  for  the  extraordinary 
fatality  of  the  Small-pox,  in  many  parts  of 
the  city,  during  the  year  1796.  If  the 
deaths  by  the  Small-pox,  and  of  Infants 
under  two  years  of  age,  be  deducted  from 
the  fum  total,  the  proportional  mortality 
from  pulmonary  complaints,  to  that  of  all 
other  difeafes,  is  as  5264  to  8680,  or  as  1 to 
1 1 nearly. 

It  mu  ft  therefore  be  allowed  that  difeafes 
of  the  lungs  are  more  fatal  in  this  place  than 
any  other  fpecies  of  diieafe  ; which  is  partly 
referrable  to  the  variable  Hate  of  our  cli- 
mate ; but  perhaps  not  lefs  to  our  modes  of 
living,  and  to  the  little  attention  paid  in- 
adapting  the  drefs  to  the  change  of  fea- 
fons. 

In  my  own  lift,  the  article  of  pulmonary 
Confumption  includes  cafes  of  ulcerations  of 
the  lungs,  and  alteration  of  their  texture,  in 
confequence  of  pneumonic  Inflammation  and 
repeated  Catarrhs.  I apprehend  not  more 
than  a fourth  part  of  the  whole  number  of 
cafes  put  down  could  be  referred  to  proper 
Phthifls,  arifing  from  the  flow  and  fucceflive 

fuppurations. 
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fuppurations  of  tubercles  in  ftrumous  confti 
tutions. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  zoth  of  April  to  the  zotb  of  May. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Practice.. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 

CATARRH  ........  8. 

Peripneumony 2 

Angina  2 

Ophthalmia . 2 

Haemoptoe 4 

Acute  Rheumatifm  .......  4 

Gout  2 

Malignant  Fever  ..........  4 

Scarlatina  anginofa  ......  6 

Small-pox 3 

Meafles  ,4 1 

Aphthous  Sore-throat 2 

Hooping  Cough-.  ........  2 

Slow  Fever  . . . . .. 3 

Puerperal  Fever 2 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  6 

CHRONIC 
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CHRONIC  DISEASES. 


Cough  and  Dyfpnosa  . . . . 

Phthifts  pulmonalis 

Chronic  Rheumatifm  . . . . 

Afthenia 

Droply 

Hyfteria 

Epilepfy  . . . 

Syncope  

Apoplexy 

Paralyfis 

Dyfpepfia 

Gafhodynia 

Enterodynia 

Diarrhoea 

Conftipatio  

Haematemefis 

Haemorrhoids  ........ 

Worms 

Chlorofis  and  Amenorrhoea  . 

Fluor  albus 

Menorrhagia 

Prolapfus  uteri 

Scirrhus  uteri  . . 

Gravel  and  Dyfury  . ...  . 

Scirrhous  liver • 

Jaundice  


• 23 

. io 
. i r 

• *5 

• 7 

• 3 

. i 
. 2 

1 

• 3 

. 14 
. 6 
. 8 

• 7 

2 

. 1 

• 3 

• 4 
. 12 
. 6 

• 3 

. 1 
1 

• 3 

• 4 
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Scrophula 
Tabes  . . 
Purpura  . 

Itch  . . 

Scald-head 
Inflamed  Puftules 
Noli  me  tan^ere  . 

O 


4 

4 

i 


3 

2 

2 

I 


PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 


Tertian i 

Hemicranium 3 

Heclica  fenilis 4 


The  warm  and  mild  weather,  which 
commenced  on  the  12th  of  May,  put  a flop 
to  the  pneumonic  and  catarrhal  complaints, 
fo  prevalent  during  the  two  preceding  months. 
Since  the  beginning  of  May,  the  Scarlatina 
anginofa  has  become  more  frequent  than 
any  other  contagious  difeafe,  both  in  town 
and  in  many  parts  of  the  country  : the  difeafe 
has  generally  occurred  in  its  malignant  and 
fatal  form,  which,  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year,  is  very  unufual.  However,  the  me- 
thod of  treatment  formerly  recommended 
(fee  page  25)  has  been  uniformly  fuccefsful, 
in  the  cafes  prefented  to  my  own  obfer- 
vation. 


The 
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The  other  Acute  Difeafes  having  afforded 
nothing  worthy  of  particular  notice,  I fhall 
at  prefent  offer  a few  remarks  on  the  chronic 
Purpura,  a title  which  has  often  appeared  in 
the  foregoing  monthly  lifts  of  difeafes,  and 
which  was  intended  to  exprefs  the  complaint 
better  known  under  the  appeilarion  of  Pete- 
chias fine  febre.  A flight  degree  of  this 
complaint  often  takes  place  in  women  and 
children,  who  live  on  a poor  diet,  and  ufe 
little  exercife.  Without  any  confderable 
fenfation  of  illnefs,  an  eruption  of  dark  red 
lpots  appears  in  the  fkin  of  the  legs,  arms* 
breads,  and  abdomen.  Thefe  fpots  are  pre- 
cifely  rhe  fame  as  the  Petechias  in  malignant 
Fevers  ; and,  with  regard  to  fize,  colour,  &cn 
very  much  refemble  flea-bites,  only  being 
without  the  central  point  made  by  the  ding 
of  the  infedfc.  On  the  legs,  however,  they 
are  ufually  fomewhat  larger,  and  often  be- 
come confluent  in  irregular  patches.  The 
only  diforder  attending  the  eruption  is  a fen- 
fation  of  general  weaknefs  and  languor, 
without  any  febrile  fymptoms  ; and  a cure  is 
readily  performed  by  the  application  of  pro- 
per diet  and  a fufficient  degree  of  exercife. 
Another  form  of  the  difeafe,  which  may  be 
entitled  Purpura  haemorrhagica,  is  much 

more 
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more  violent  and  dangerous.  For  fome 
weeks  previous  to  the  appearance  of  purple 
fpots,  the  patient  complains  of  an  oppreflive 
ienfation  of  languor,  wearinefs,  faintneis, 
and  a gnawing  pain  at  the  flomach.  Some- 
times the  eruption  is  more  immediately  prece- 
ded by  fhiverings,  naufea,  bilious  vomitings, 
and  acute  pains  of  the  limbs  referred  to  the 
bones.  The  fpots  appear  hi  ft  on  the  legs ; 
and  afterwards,  without  any  certain  order, 
on  the  thighs,  arms,  and  trunk  of  the  body. 
Their  primary  colour  is  a bright  red,  but 
this,'  within  a day  or  two,  changes  to  a 
purple  or  livid  hue.  They  are  confiderably 
larger  than  the  fpots  of  the  Purpura  fimplex, 
but,  like  them,  are  always  nearly  of  a circu- 
lar form.  Sometimes  they  are  few  and  dif- 
tin£f,  fometimes  numerous  and  coherent ; 
they  are  fometimes  diftributed  uniformly  over 
the  furface  of  the  body,  fometimes  in  irreom- 
lar  clufters.  In  many  cafes,  they  are  inter- 
fperfed  with  vibices,  or  livid  patches,  refem- 
bling  the  efFedts  of  a bruife. 

The  haemorrhagy,  which  always  attends 
this  kind  of  eruption,  is  at  fir  ft  very  profufe ; 
and,  however  it  may  be  checked,  returns 
frequently  ; in  fome  infiances,  every  day  at  a 
fiated  hour:  it  takes  place  from  the  nofirils, 

throat, 
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throat,  and  mouth  ; often  from  the  lungs, 
ftomach,  or  inteflines  ; alfo  from  the  uterus, 
even  at  an  advanced  period  of  life.  A foft- 
nefs  and  fwelling  of  the  gums  is  not  a con- 
ftant  appearance  in  the  haemorrhagic  Pur- 
pura ; when  blood  is  difcharged  from  the 
mouth,  it  feems  to  fpring  from  abrafions  on 
the  infide  of  the  cheeks,  on  the  tongue,  or 
tonlils ; all  which  furfaces  are  occaflonally 
covered  with  purple  fpots. 

This  difeafe  has  -no  regular  or  Hated  termi- 
nation ; it  has  been  protra£ted  in  the  different 
cafes  which  I have  feen,  from  three  weeks 
to  twelve  months  or  upwards.  In  none  of 
thole  cafes  did  the  difeafe  prove  fatal:  it 
appears,  however,  from  the  account  of  me- 
dical authors,  that  the  haemorrhagy  has,  on 
fome  occafions,  been  fo  violent  as  to  produce 
almoft  immediate  death.*  When  the  difeafe 
has  continued  fome  length  of  time,  anafar- 
cous  fwellings,  and  gangrenous  ulcers  of  the 
extremities,  ufually  fucceed. 

The  exciting  caufes  of  the  haemorrhagic 
Purpura  feem  to  be  poor  diet,  a fedentary 
mode  of  life,  watching,  and  anxiety  of  mind. 


* See  the  cafes  in  the  A<fta  Nattir.  Curiofor.  & Lifted 
Exe'rcftat.  tie  Scorbuto. 
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Hence  it  affe£ls  women  in  a much  larger 
proportion  than  men.  The  complaint,  how- 
ever, is,  in  this  place,  very  frequent  among 
children  who  live  well,  and  are  under  no  par- 
ticular reftraint.  In  fucli  cafes,  I apprehend 
it  mull:  be  referred  to  the  impure  air  of  a 
large  city,  and  to  the  want  of  the  falubrious 
exhalations  from  growing  vegetables.  As  a 
proof  of  this  pofition,  it  may  be  mentioned, 
that  children  affe<51ed  with  the  difeafe,  on 
whom  the  ufual  remedies  have  been  applied 
with  little  fuccefs,  are  prefently  cured,  after 
being  removed  into  the  country. 

The  mode  of  treatment  for  this  difeafe  is 


fimple,  and  may  be  comprifed  in  a very  few 
words.  It  is  proper  to  recommend  a gene- 
irous  diet,  the  ufe  of  wine,  Peruvian  bark, 
;and  acids,  along  with  moderate  exercife  in 
t the  open  air,  and  whatever  may  tend  to 
produce  cheerfulnefs  or  ferenity  of  mind. 

Cafes  of  the  Purpura,  or  Petechias  fine 
ebre,  have  of  late  been  multiplied  in  perio- 
ical  publications  relating  to  medicine,  as  if 
he  difeafe  were  new  Or  extraordinary.  It 
null,  undoubtedly,  be  confidered  as  a branch 
f the  true  Scurvy,  and,  as  fuch,  it  has  been 
roperly  noticed  by  the  writers  on  that  fub- 
2(51  two  hundred  years  ago.  It  was  not 

unknown 
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Unknown  to  the  ancients ; for,  Hippocrates 
hirafelf  has  defcribed  the  eruption,  and  men- 
tioned fome  of  the  circumftances  which  ufu- 
ally  attend  it;  fee  his  Praenot.  Coac.  fe£h  2. 
Actuarius  has  alfo  fhewn  his  acquaintance 
with  this  difeafe,  and  theorizes  upon  it,  ac- 
cording to  the  notions  of  his  own  time.  De 
Meth.  Med.  lib.  i.  cap.  23. 

Cafes  of  t}ie  Purpura  are  related  by  Ama- 
tus  Lufttanus,* * * §  Eugalenus,f  Horhius,J  Pe- 
zoldus,||  Lifter, § Hoffman,  Behren,** 
Werlhoff,ff  and  by  different  writers  in  the 
A6la  Naturae  Curiofoium.|J  In  the  ninth 

volume 


* Dc  morbo  Pulicari  fine  febre  j Curat.  Med.  70.  Cent. 
3,  anno  1550. 

f De  Scorbuto.  See  obf.  2.  33.  59.  62.  68.  69.  72. 

J Obf.  17.  lib.  5. 
j|  Obf.  Ch.  Selea.  6. 

§ Exerc.  de  Scorbuto,  annox68o;  fee  cafes  1.  5.  6.  7. 
8.  9.  10.  11.  12. 

De  Purp.  Scorb.  tom.  iv.  and  Supplem.  part  I. 
and  ir. 

**  De  Affea.  a Mitylis, 

De  Vario).  & Anthrac.  cap.  iii.  §.  15. 

Tom.  i.  obf.  3 5 & 79. Tom.  iii.  79.  *—  Tom.  iv.  p. 
468.  — — Tom.  v.  obf.  30,  — Tom.  vii.  obf.  no.  131.  &c. 

&c.  — 
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volume  of  this  work,  there  is  a complete 
hiftory  of  this  difeafe,  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  Petechia  mendaces.  General  obfer- 
vations  upon  it  have  alfo  been  made  by  Rive- 
rius,* *  Sydenham,  Cuflbn,f  Sauvages.J  Bur- 
ferius,||  Snack, § and  many  other  rel'peclable 
authors,  to  which  fcarcelv  any  thing  of  im- 
portance can  now  be  added. 


The  Bills  of  Mortality,  from  the  1 8 th  of  April 
to  the  i6th  of  May,  report  1341  deaths:  from 


Ague  2 

Apoplexy 14 

Afthma  andConfump- 
tion 466 


Cancer  8 

Convulfions 395 

Croup  ........  1 

Dropfy 67 


&c.  — Compare  Phil.  Trauf.  vol.  liii.  — Commere.  Literar. 
Norimberg,  1735.  Hebd.  2 and  7.  — A£ta  Hafnenf. 
vol.  ii.  — Dr.  Duncan’s  Medical  Cafes,  and  Med.  Com- 
ment. — Medical  Fa£h,  vol.  ii.  and  a cafe  by  Dr.  Aikin,  in 
the  Mem.  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  vol.  iii. 

* Prac.  Med.  1.  xvii.  cap.  1.  and  obf.  18.  Cent.  2.  obf.  21. 
•Cent.  1. 

-f-  Dc  Purpura  fine  febre. 

\ De  Phaenigmo  Petechial;. 

||  Inftit.  Med.  vol.  ii.  10. 

$ Obf.  Med.  de  Morbo  cum  Petechiis. 


Fever 
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Fever  119 

Gout 12 

Palfy . . 6 

Haemorrhagy  ....  1 

Head-ache 2 

Hooping  Cough  ...  23 

Jaundice 6 

Jaw  locked 1 

Pleurify 1 

Puerperal  cafes  ...  19 

Rupture 2 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  1 

Lues  Venerea  ....  4 

Lunatic 10 

Still-born  and  Abor- 
tive  . . . * 

Inflammation,  Ab- 
feefs,  and  Mortifi- 
cation   42 

Stone x 

Teeth 34. 

Thrufh  f -> 

©Id  age • . in 

W ater  in  the  head  . . 6 

From  this  ftatement  it  will'  appear,  that 
more  than  one-third  of  the  deaths  were  pro- 
duced by  pulmonic,  difeafes.  Of  infants, 
under  two  years  of  age,  three  hundred  and 
eighty-three  (above  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
numbei)  have  died  within  the  time  above 
fpecified.  As  only  one  hundred  and  twenty  or 
thirty  cafes  are  referred,  by  the  Bills,  to  dif- 
eafes peculiar  to  infants,  abortive  births  being 
included,  the  remaining  number  (about  two 
hundred  and  fixty)  mud  be  made  up  from 
the  indefinite  articles  of  Fever  and  Convul- 
iions. 

Laftly,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  perfons  died  between 
the  ages  of  feventy  and  ninety. 


ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 


From  the  20  th  »f  May  to  rise  ao th  of  June. 


Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Pradtice. 


ACUTE  DISEASES. 

Measles  rQ 

Scarlatina  anginofa  . . 6 

Small-pox  3 

Swine-pox 2 

Malignant  Fever 3 

Catarrh  . • 6 

Acute  Rheumatifm  3 

Gout 2 

Otalgia  I 

Pleurify  1 

Inflammation  of  the  bowels  r . 1 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  1 

Summer  Fever I 

Aphthous  Sore-throat  .....  2 

Herpetic  Sore-throat 1 

Puerperal  Fever j 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  6 

F CHRONIC 
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CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Afthenia 24 

Hyfteria 3 

Syncope  . 2 

Epilepfy I 

Cephalaea 3 

Apoplexy  . . 1 

Paralyfis 2 

Dropfy 6 

Chronic  Rheumatifm  .....  5 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 15 

Spitting  of  blood  ........  4 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  8 

Pleurodyne  3 

Dyfpepfia 12 

Gaftrodynia  4 

Enterodynia 3 

Diarrhoea 3 

Chlorofis 4 

Fluor  albus 4 

Menorrhagia  2 

Prolapfus  uteri 1 

Worms 3 

Gravel  and  Dyfury 4 

Haemorrhoids  . 2 

Scirrhous  liver  1 

Scrophula  6 


Tabes 
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Tabes  . 

• • • 3 

Herpes  zofter  (Shingles)  . 

• • • 2 

Herpetic  Ringworm  . . . 

* • • 3 

Scaly  Tetter 

. . . i 

Porrigo  

Itch 

• • • 3 

Morbus  Pedicularis  . . . 

...  i 

PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 


Tertian 1 

He6tica  fenilis 5 

Hedfica  adolefcentium 2 

Hemicranium I 


The  cold  and  wet  weather  in  the  month  of 
May  protradled  the  duration  of  inflammatory 
dileafes,  and  made  an  unfavourable  feafon 
for  the  Meafles,  Scarlatina,  &c.  In  a girl 
about  nine  years  old,  the  eruption  of  the 
Meafles  was  fuddenly  repelled,  foon  after  its  ' 
appearance,  by  expofure  to  cold.  A mod 
violent  fever  enfued  : the  pulfe  became  quick, 
fmall,  and  irregular ; the  tongue  was  moifl, 
though  furred  ; the  eyes  dull  and  heavy  ; the 
lkin  pale  and  livid ; the  extremities  generally 
cold  : die  had  a flight  cough  : her  breathing 
was  laborious,  and  attended  with  a rattling 
in  the  throat,  owing  to  an  increafed  fecretion 
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of  phlegm  from  the  lungs.  She  was  ufually 
comatofe ; but,  when  difturbed,  extremely 
querulous  and  fretful.  She  drank  only  milk 
and  water,  and  took  no  other  food,  nor  any 
medicines.  The  above  fymptoms  continued, 
without  much  variation,  for  four  davs  : and 
flie  died  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  difeafe. 

Since  the  commencement  of  warm  wea- 
ther, in  the  month  of  June,  both  the  Meafles 
and  Scarlatina  have  appeared  in  their  mildeft 
forms.  In  two  cafes  of  Meafles,  the  eruption 
was  not  attended  with  the  leaft  catarrhal 
complaint,  nor  with  any  febrile  fymptom, 
excepting  a flight  fur  on  the  tongue. 

The  fpecies  of  Sore-throat,  termed  Angina 
herpetica,  has  not  been  noticed  by  medical 
writers.  It  is  preceded  by  violent  thiverings, 
head-ache,  pain  of  the  ftomach,  nai*fea, 
aching  pains  in  the  limbs,  a quick  pulfe, 
flufhing  of  the  cheeks,  reftleffhefs,  and  great 
heat  of  the  (kin  during  the  night.  A day  or 
two  after  the  commencement  of  thefe  fymp- 
toms, there  is  felt  a difagreeable  roughnefs  in 
the  throat,  with  a difficulty  and  pain  in  fwal- 
lowing.  On  the  third  day,  little  watery  ve- 
ficles  arife  on  the  uvula,  tonfds,  See.  and  are 
attended  with  a fen  fad  on  of  forenefs  or  prick- 
ing. On  the  fourth  and  fifth  day,  cl  alters  of 

herpetic 
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•herpetic  p'uftules  appear,  about  the  mouth, 
and  fome  times  on  the  red  part , of . the.  Jip. 
'On  the  fixth  and  feventh  day,  the  fluid  in 
:the  puftules  turns  yeltowiib,  the  internal 
vveficles  break,,  and  the  fever  fubfldes.  On 
the  eighth  and  ninth,  the  flight  ulcerations  iil 
:he  throat  are  healed ; and  th?  -circular 
alotches  about  the  lips  are  covered  with  flight 
cabs,  which  foon  fall  off ; and  the  patient 
txpcriences  no  farther  unealinefs. 


ne  deaths  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality , from  the 
2 7d  of  May  to  the  2 oth  of  June , are  Jlated 
as  follows : 


r5 

92 


..fthmaandConfump- 
tion  . 344 

f;  popidxy  aac!  fucidcn- 
ly  . . ....... 

I.ged 

bortive  and  Stlll- 

| born . 

invuhfions-  . . 

lild-bcd  , , . , 

inter  

°pfy 

ter  . . ...  . , , 

hill  *•«#••«#• 

live]  


51 

*jS 

13 

4 

53 

165 

7 

1 


Hooping-cough  . . 
Jaundice  ...... 

I ntiamniation  and  Ab 
feefs  ...... 

Lunatic  ...... 

Meafles  . . . 

- Mortification  ■ , . 

Palfy 

Pleurify  ...... 

SmalJ-pox  ..... 

Sore-throat 

Teeth 

Thrufh  ...... 

Water  in  the  head  . 


2 

20 

3 

22 

13 

6 

3 

37 

»i 

*5 

3 

7 


I'Out  of  this  nnmber,  three  hundred  and 
| hteen  died  under  two  years  of  age,  twenty- 

* 3 fix 
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fix  between  eighty  and  ninety,  and  one  per 
fon  between  ninety  and  a hundred. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20 th  of  June  to  the  20th  of  July. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Pra£tice. 

ACUTE  diseases. 

Measles l3 

Scarlatina  Anginofa  . . 4 

Small-pox ‘ * ' * ‘ 3 

Swine-pox 3 

Erylipelas  of  the  face 1 

Aphthous  Sore-throat 5 

Inflamed  Sore-throat  • •••••  3 

Hooping  Cough 3 

Catarrh  ^ 

Pneumonic  Inflammation  • 1 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  1 

Acute  Rheumatifm  3 

Malignant  Fever 4 

Summer  Fever * * 2 

Slow  Fever 3 

Puerperal  Fever 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  7 

CHRONIC 
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CHRONIC  DISEASES. 


Afthenia 

Syncope  and . Hyfteria 

St.  Vitus’s  Dance 

Epilepfy 

Cephalaea 

Apoplexy . . 

Cough  and  Dyfpncea 

Pulmonary.  Confumption  . . . 
Haemorrhagy  from  the  lungs 
Haemorrhagy  from  the  ftomach, 

Bilious  vomiting 

Dyfpepfia 

Gaftrodvnia 

j 

Enterodynia 

Diarrhoea  

Fluor  albus r ...  . 

Menorrhagia 

Chlorofis  and  Amenorrhcea  . . 

Dropfy  . . 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 

Lumbago  and  Sciatica 

Scrophula 

Jaundice 

Gravel  and  Dyfury 

Worms 

Haemorrhoids 

F 4 


29 

5 

1 

2 

6 

3 

io 

5 


9 

4 


2 

5 

S 

9 

5 

6 
i 

3 

4 
3 

Hernia 
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Hernia 2 

Scald-head 4 

Itch  and  Prurigo 6 

Tooth-rafh  . . 4 

Boils 3 

Scaly  Tetter  2 

Gutta  Rofea  , . . , „ 2 

Noli  me  tangere  . 1 

Erythema  2 

Purpura  . 1 


Chronic  Nettle-rath 2 

PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 


Tertian 1 

Hemicranium 1 

Hectica  fenilis 3 


It  is  obferved  by  Sydenham,  that  the  Mea- 
lies, when  epidemical,  ufually  commence  in 
January  or  February,  and  are  rapidly  diffufed 
till  the  vernal  equinox  ; that  the  mOrbillous 
conftitution  is  then  at  its  acme,  and  after- 
wards gradually  declines  till  midfummer,  be- 
coming extindl  in  the  month  of  July.  Ha- 
ving, however,  paid  attention  to  the  fubjedl 
for  many  years  pafty  I am  thence  enabled  to 
fay,  there  is  no  fuch  regularity  in  the  com- 
mencement, progrefs,  and  decline  of  this 

difeafe. 


/ 
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difeafe.  It  has  often  been  epidemical  during 
the  months  of  November  and  December,  has 
nearly  ceafed  in  the  fpring  feafon,  and  has 
been  again  exrenfively  diffufed  after  Mid- 
fummer. 

Experience,  likewife,  affords  fufficient: 
realon  to  controvert  the  truth  of  a pofition 
made  by  feveral  medical  authors,  that  epide- 
mical contagious  difeafes  fucceed  each  other 
in  a certain  order  or  feries;  feme  of  them 
predominating  for  a feafon  to  the  excktfion  of 
the  reft.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  in  general- 
found,  that  the  Small- Pox,  Meafles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  Hooping  Cough,  become  epidemi-' 
eal  about  the  fame  time,  and  continue  their 
progrefs,  though  not  always  in  equal  degrees- 
or  proportions.  This  has  been  uniformly  the 
cafe  in  London,  according  to  my  own  obfer- 
vations,  for  many  fuccefftve  years. 

The  part  of  the  year  which,  in  this  cli- 
mate, mod  favours  the  propagation  of  conta- 
gious difeafes,  is  the  autumnal  feafon  and  the 
beginning  of  winter  ; or  the  time  between 
the  end  of  Auguft  and  the  middle  of  Decem- 
ber. The  progrefs  of  malignant  Fevers,  of- 
the  Small- Pox,  and  Scarlatina  angtnofa,  is- 
checked  by  the  firft  froft  in  December ; but 
die  Meafles  and  Hooping  Cough,  fomctimei> 

F 5 continue 
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continue  their  courfe  through  the  winter, 
without  much  abatement. 

In  two  cafes  of  Meafles,  within  the  pre- 
fent  month,  a circumftance  occurred  which 
merits  attention.  The  previous  fever  and  the. 
catarrhal  fymptoms  having  been  moderate,  or 
rather  flight,  the  eruption  took  place  in  the 
ufual  form  on  the  fourth  day,  and  was  diftri- 
buted  over  the  face,  breaft,  and  arms.  It 
difappeared  two  or  three  days  afterward,  and 
no  complaint  feemed  to  remain.  In  the  fuc- 
ceeding  night,  however,  a violent  fever  com- 
menced, and  in  the  morning  a frefh  eruption 
appeared,  which  was  diffufed  nearly  over  the 
whole  body.  This  fecond  flage  of  the  difor- 
der  was  attended  throughout  with  much  fever, 
with  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  a conftant 
troublefome  cough,  and  a diarrhoea.  The 
eruption  went  oft,  along  with  the  fever,  in 
four  days:  the  cough  and  diarrhoea  continued 
fome  time  longer.  Thus  the  whole  duration 
of  the  difeafe  was  twelve  days,  eight  of 
which  were  occupied  by  the  two  eruptions. 
Both  the  above  patients  were  confined,  after 
the  firft  appearance  of  the  raih,  to  their  bed- 
chambers, in  which  an  uniform  temperature 
was  preferved;  fo  that  the  renewal  of  the 
difeafe  could  not  be  caufed  by  any  check 

given 
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given  to  it  in  the  firft  ftage  from  expofure  to 
cold.  A double  fever  and  two  fuccefiive 
eruptions  I never  before  remarked  in  the 
Mealies,  nor  is  it  mentioned  by  pradbical 
writers.  Thefe  circumftances  are,  however, 
not  unufual  in  the  Small-pox  : the  only  dif- 
ference is,  that,  in  the  Small-pox,  there  is 
an  interval  of  eight  days  between  the  two 
eruptions.  The  firft  eruption  always  confifts 
of  large  diftindl  pocks,  without  fever  ; in  the 
fecond,  the  puftules  are  fmall  and  coherent, 
or  fometimes  confluent. 

In  one  cafe  of  the  malignant  Fever,  which 
was  attended  with  coma,  a weak  and  very 
quick  pulle,  and  a black  incruftation  of  the 
tongue  and  teeth,  there  appeared  on  the  ex- 
tremities large  fpots  of  a dark  red  colour, 
intermixed  with  petechiae  ; and,  about  the 
fourth  day,  confiderable  veficles,  filled  with 
a blackilh  lymph.  On  the  fifth  day,  the 
tongue  was  dry  and  rigid ; the  jaw  became 
likewife  conftridted  and  immovable,  fo  that 
no  liquid  could  be  pafled  into  the  mouth- 
In  this  dreadful  fituation,  the  patient,  a deli- 
cate young  lady,  feventeen  years  of  age,  ex- 
pired on  the  fixth  day  of  the  difeafe, 

. . F 6 
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The  following  lijl  of  deaths  is  given  in  the 
Bills  of  Mortality  for  the  lajl  four  weeks. 


Apoplexy  and 

fud- 

Jaundice 

4 

denly  . . . . 

9 

Inflammation  and  Ab- 

A fthma  and  Confump- 

feefs  . 

23 

tion 

34° 

Jaw  locked 

X 

Aged 

Lunatic 

6 

Abortive  and 

Still- 

Meaflfes  

*5 

born  . . . . 

Cl 

Brain-Fever  . . 

J4 

2 

Paify 

1 -> 
3 

Convul/ions  . . 

220 

Small-pox  , 

2 1 

Croup  . . . . . 

2 

Sore-throat 

1 

Child-bed  . . . 

‘7 

St.  Anthony’s  Fire  . 

t 

Cancer 

A 

Teeth  . 

Drtmfv  . „ . . 

6 T 

Thrufh  

**  » 

A 

Fever  

S3 

Worms  

T 

I 

Gout 

5 

Water  in  the  head  . . 

3 

Hooping  Cough 

» * « 

2CT 

• - • 

ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20 th  of  July  to  the  20th  of  Auguf. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 

Practice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 

ACUTE  Rheumatifm  . . 6 

Gout 3 

Catarrh 3 

Inflammatory  Sore~throat  ...  1 

Aphthous- 
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/ 

Aphthous  Sore-throat 4 

Mortification  of  the  bowels  . . I 
Inteftinal  Ha^morrhagy  ....  J 
Hasmorrhagy  from  the  lungs  . 6 

Contagious,  malignant  Fever  . 2 

Meafles  5 

Scarlatina  . ...  . . 2 

Miliaria  asftiva  I 

Small-pox  ...........  2 

Chicken-pox  3 

Summer  Fever 4 

Slow  Fever | 

Puerperal  Fever 1 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  9 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

• 

Afthenia  34 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea ig 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  11 
Chronic  Rheumatifm  .....  10 

Sciatica  . 4 

Paralyfis  ..  j 

Hyfleria 3 

Cephalaea 4 

Chlorofis 

Dyfpepfia IO 

Gaftrodynia 9 

Enterodynia  4 

Bilious 
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Bilious  Vomiting  and  Diarrhoea,  16 

Menorrhagia  3 

-Fluor  albus 7 

Scirrhus  uteri 1 

Scinhous  liver  1 

Jaundice 2 

Prolapfus  ani  2 

Hernia 1 

Prolapfus  uteri  .........  1 

Haemorrhoids  3 

Dyfury  and  Gravel 3 

Dropfy  7 

CEdema  puerperale  1 

Scrophula 3 

Tabes  mefenterica 4 

Worms 2 

Cancer  1 

Impetigo 1 

Lupus  1 

Inflamed  PuAules 3 

Prurigo  ...  ..  .........  .....  2 

Itch 3 

Scald-head 2 

Scaly  Tetter . . . 2 

Purpura  1 

The  frequent  and  fudden  changes  of  the 
weather,  during  the  laft  four  weeks,  have  pro- 
duced 
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duced  more  cafes  of  acute  and  chronic  Rheu- 
matifm,  of  Catarrh,  and  other  pulmonic  dif- 
eafes,  than  is  ufual  for  the  prefent  feafon. 
Violent  diforders  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
attended  with  bilious  difcharges,  have  alfo 
been  very  prevalent.  The  proper  Cholera, 
as  defcribed  by  Sydenham,  in  general  fuc- 
ceeds  thefe  complaints,  not  appearing  till 
the  end  of  Auguft,  or  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember. Contagious  Fevers  of  all  kinds  feem 
to  have  abated  conftderably  within  the  prefent 
month;  at  leaf!,  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the 
town. 

The  numerous  cafes  of  aphthous  Sore- 
throat,  put  down  in  the  lift  of  difeafes,  for 
feveral  months  paft,  demand  fome  attention. 
A llight  account  of  this  complaint  was  given 
formerly*  : but  a more  enlarged  hiftory  of  it 
may  not  be  amifs,  as  it  has  a better  right  to 
be  termed  idiopathic  than  many  other  dif- 
eafes, to  which  particular  names  have  been 
afligned. 

The  aphthous  Sore-throat  ufually  begins 
with  flight  feverifh  fymptoms,  as  head-ache, 
irregular  fliiverings,  and  pain  in  the  limbs. 
Two  or  three  days  afterwards,  a roughnefs 


* Sec  page  ix. 
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and  fwelling  are  felt  in  the  throat  : upon 
infpedfion,  the  tongue  appears  of  a dark-red 
colour,  excepting  that  the  middle  part  of  it  is 
covered  with  a thin  whitifh  fur,  above  which, 
the  points  of  the  elongated  papillae  are  every 
where  vifible.  On  the  tops  of  thefe,  fmail 
ulcerations  are  formed  along  the  upper  fur- 
face  and  fides  of  the  tongue  ; alfo  on  the 
uvula  and  tonlils,  which  are  tumid,  and  much 
inflamed.  In  children,  the  ulcerations  extend* 
to  the  lips,  palate,  in  fide  of  the  cheeks,  and 
to  the  gums.  The  fma.ll  fpecks  of  ulceration, 
ufually  remain  diftindt,  and  heal  in  a few 
days  ; but  are,  from  time  to  time,  fucceeded 
by  others  in  the  fame,  or  in  different  fitu- 
ations.  In  fome  cafes,  however,  thefe  fpecks 
become  confluent,  and  form,  upon  the  palate 
and  gums,  within  the  fauces  and  cheeks, 
extenflve  patches  of  ulceration,  covered  with, 
thick  Houghs  of  a white  or  yellowifli  colour. 
There  is  feldom  any  diforder  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  attending  this  fpecies  of  Sore-throat,  be- 
yond the  firft  four  or  five  days  of  its  courfe  ; 
but  the  complaint  in  the  mouth  and  fauces 
does  not  terminate  in  lefs  than  three  weeks : 
it  fometimes  continues  five  or  fix  weeks,  or 
even  longer,  producing,  however,  no  farther 
trouble  than  a flight  fenfation  of  roughnefs 

in 
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in  the  throat,  with  fome  difficulty  in  Aval- 
lowing. 

Men  are  often  afFedted  with  the  aphthous 
Sore-throat ; but  women  ancl  children  are 
much  more  liable  to  it.  Where  there  are 
many  children  in  the  fame  family,  all  of 
them  have  this  diforder  about  the  fame  time  : 
in  many  inftances  I have  obferved  a return 
of  it  in  autumn,  for  feveral  fucceffive  years. 

The  caufes-  of  this  complaint  feem  to  be, 
expofure  to  cold  air,  or  drinking  cold  liquors, 
after  being  much  heated  by  excrcife  ; intem- 
perance, or  an  unwholelbmc  diet ; and  acrid 
effluvia  taken  into  the  lungs  by  refpiration. 
Thofe  who  attend  perfons  afFe&ed  with 
Fevers,  confluent  Small-pox,  or  the  Scar- 
latina anginofa,  are  very  frequently  afFe&ed 
with  aphthous  ulcerations  in  the  mouth  and 
throat,  as  above  deferibed.  The  aphthous 
Sore-throat  is  likewife  connected,  on  many 
occaflons,  with  a miliary  eruption  over  the 
fvrface  of  the  body,  which  takes  place  in 
fummer,  along  with  a flight  fever.  See  page 
120. 

This  difeafe  requires  a light  foft  diet,  arid 
mild  drinks,  as  whey,  barley-water,  toaft  and 
water,  &c.  with  moderate  exercife.  The  mi- 
neral acids,  bark,  and  other  medicines  ufually 

pre- 
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prefcribed  for  it,  have  but  little  efFedf  in 
ihortening  its  duration. 

Aphthous  ulcerations  occur  fymptomati- 
cally  in  a variety  of  difeafes,  both  acute  and 
chronic.  They  feldom  fail  to  appear  when- 
ever the  conflitution  has  been  weakened  by 
old  age,  or  long  confinement  from  Dyfpeptic 
and  Gouty  complaints*  Diarrhoea,  Chlorohs, 
and  Phthifis  pulmonalis,  or  other  forms  of 
Hedtic  in  which  the  lungs  are  not  particu- 
larly afFedted.  Aphthae  alfo  fucceed  the 
Meafles,  Scarlatina,  Eryhpelas,  and  Small- 
pox : in  autumn,  when  the  air  is  cold  and 
moift,  they  occur  in  every  cafe  of  Malignant 
Fever,  and  almoft  univerfally  affedf  women 
foon  after  child-bearing. 

Ketelaer,  who  profefles  to  give  an  enlarged 
account  of  the  endemic  Aphthae  in  Zealand, 
has  only  defcribed  the  fymptomatic  kind  of 
them,  which  he  thinks  forms  a crills  of 
Fevers.  He  refers  their  origin  to  fome  pecu- 
liarities of  the  diet,  air,  foil,  and  temperature 
of  his  country,  fuppofing  the  complaint  to  be 
wholly  unknown  to  other  nations.  Aph- 
thous ulcerations,  however,  occur  in  this 
place,  in  a much  greater  variety  of  circum- 
ftances  than  has  been  mentioned  by  him  : 
and  prevail  fo  extenfively  at  certain  feafons, 

that 
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that  they  are  fuperadded  to  every  acute  dii- 
eafe.  The  fame  remark  was  often  made  by 
Dr.  Huxham,  during  his  long  practice  at 
Plymouth  * Aphtha,  thus  occurring  fymp- 
tomatically,  never  produce  any  cribs  or  al- 
leviation of  the  original  fever,  as  Ketelaer, 
and  mod  of  the  phyficians  on  the  continent, 
have  taught  us  to  expedt,  but  feem  rather  to 
aggravate  the  difeafe,  and  prolong  its  duia- 
tion. 

The  London  Bills  of  Mortality  flate  the 
following  number  of  deaths  in  different  dii- 
eafes,  between  the  iSth  of  July  and  the  15th 
of  Auguft: 


Alllima  and 

Con- 

Cancer  .... 

furnption  . . 

291 

Childbed  . . . 

Aged 

64 

Convulfions  . . 

Apoplexy,  and 

fud- 

Dropfy  . ... 

. . 50 

16 

2 

Fever  

Bleeding-  . . . . 

Gout 

* Julio,  1739.  Diu  duravit  Angina  quaedam  aphthofa 
quae  omnibus  fere  acutis  morbis  accedit,  praecipue  puftulofis  ; 
jainque  etiam  peripneumonicos  vexat.  Moleftum  fane,  et 
fttpc  pcriculofum  eft  fymptoma,  ubi  in  febribus  membrana 
f.tucium  inflammatur  et  puftulis  obfuletur.  De  Aere  et 
Morb.  Epidem.  lib.  ii.  p.  29. 

Novcmbri,  1752,  leves  Anginae  innumerae,  etiam  inter 
adultos ; et  fere  femper  cum  puftulis'.  — Vix  fane  uila  Fe- 
bricula  occurrit,  cujufvis  generis  fit,  nifi  puftulis  aut  aphtnis 
confcqucntibus.  Compare  Morton  de  Febrib.  p.  74,  &c. 

Head- 
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Hcad-sehc i 

Hfe  <plng  Cough  ...  ii 
Head  Mould-Shot  . . i 
Jaundice  ......  4 

Inflammation  and  Ab- 

fccfs  32 

Lethargy  1 

M cables 13 

Mortification  ....  20 


Pal  fy 

Rupture 2. 

SmalJ-pox 33 

Abortive  and  Still- 


born   i . 43 

| Stone  and  Gravel  . . 2 

Teething 16 

Water  in  the  head  . . 2 


Of  the  above  number,  345  died  under  two 
years  of  age;  55  between  feventy  and  eighty; 
21  between  eighty  and  ninety;  and  three  be-* 
tween  ninety  and  a hundred. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20th  of  Augiijl  to  the  20 th  of  Sept . 

b * ....  , ■■•...  : 

i » . 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Praflice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 


SYNOCHUS,  or  Summer 

Fever 13 

Cholera  6 

Chicken-pox  and  Swine-pox  . 5 

Small-pox  ...........  2 

Scarlatina 
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Scarlatina  anginpfa  A 3- 

Miliaria  . . , F . , . 2 

Aphthous  Sore-throat  .....  3 

Eryhpelas  ...........  3 

Hooping  Cough  ........  2 

Peripneumony  . „ 2 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  1 

Hsemoptoe  4 

Inteflinal  Haemorrhagy  ....  2 

Mortification  of  the  bowels  . . 1 

' x 

Acute  Rheum  atifm  2 

Contagious,  malignant  Fever  . 3 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 5 

Mammary  Abfcefs  2 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  12 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 


Afthenia 30 

Dropfy . , , . 6 

Chronic  Rheumatifm  , , , , . 10 

Sciatica r 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea  .....  ?o 
Cough  fucceeding  the  Meafles  . 5 

Pleuritic  Stitches  3 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  8 

Cephajasa (j 

Vertigo . . . 3 


Apoplexy 


2 


Hyfteria 
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Hyfteria 3 

Chlorofis 3 

Gafhodynia 14 

Enterodynia 13 

Bilious  Vomiting  and  Diarrhoea,  14 

Diarrhoea  in  Infants 7 

Devonfhire  Colic 1 

Dyfpepfia 10 

Pyrofis 1 

Diabetes 1 

Haemorrhoids 2 

Menorrhagia 5 

Fluor  albus 3 

Dyfury  and  Gravel 3 

Scirrhous  kidney 1 

Scirrhous  liver 2 

Jaundice 2 

Tabes  mefenterica 4 

Scrophula 6 

Lichen 2 

Prurigo  3 

Phthiriafis  1 

Scaly  Tetter 3 

Icthyohs 1 

Chronic  Nettle-rafh 2 

Rofeola 1 

Shingles 1 

Ringworm 1 

Impetigo 
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Impetigo  . . . 2 

Scabies  3 

Sycofis , 1 

Porrigo  2 

PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 

Quotidian 1 

Tertian 2 

Quartan 1 

Hedtica 3 

The  above  lift  contains  a greater  number 
and  variety  of  complaints  than  has  appeared 
in  any  foregoing  account.  At  the  prefent 
period  of  the  year,  indeed,  a feafon  fo  damp 
and  unfavourable  feldom  occurs,  there  ha- 
ving been  fcarcely  one  day  without  rain  for 
feveral  weeks  paft.  Cafes  of  the  Summer- 
fever  and  Cholera  have  been  numerous  and 
violent,  but  in  no  inftance  fatal,  within  my 
own  knowledge.  Many  children,  between 
one  and  two  years  of  age,  and  even  infants 
at  the  breaft,  were  affected  with  the  Sum- 
mer Fever,  in  the  months  of  July  and  Au- 
guft.  The  general  fymptoms  of  this  fever 
are  flated  page  25.  Infants  had  a yellowifh 
Lrown  fur  on  the  tongue,  an  extremely  quick 

pulfe, 
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pulfe,  with  flufhing  of  the  cheeks,  and  a 
great  heat  of  the  fkin : they  took  little  pou- 
rifhment;  and  were,  during  the  greateft  part 
of  the  day,  in  a dozing,  or  comatofe  (late. 
In  the  fecond  or  third  week,  there  appeared 
a remiffion  of  the  febrile  fymptoms  for  fome 
hours  in ‘the  day;  but  this  was  conftantly 
fucceeded  hy  an  exacerbation  towards  even- 
ing, and  a conhderable  degree  of  fever 
through  the  night.  The  whole  duration  of 
the  complaint  was  feldom  lefs  than  a month. 

The  Varicella,  or  Chicken-pox,  has  been 
very  prevalent  during  the  fummer.  The 
eruption  was  generally  preceded  by  a ftrong 
fever ; and,  in  three  cafes,  by  a vivid  uni- 
verfal  vafb.,  fjmilar  to  that  which  often  at- 
tends the  eruption  of  the  Small-pox.  The 
variety  of  this  difeafe,  termed  here  the 
Swine-pox,  is  chara&erized  by  an  eruption 
of  vehcles,  having  nearly  the  fize  of  peas, 
and  filled  with  a trapfparent  lymph.  In 
both  fpecies,  the  periods  and  concomitant 
fymptoms  are  the  fame  ; and  both  are  pro- 
duced by  the  fame  contagion. 

The  acute  Miliaria,  which  occurs  fre- 
quently in  the  fummer  months,  lias  not,  I 
believe,  attracted  the  notice  of  any  of  our 
praftical  writers.  Its  primary  fymptoms  are 

flight 
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flight  diiverings,  with  pains  in  the  head  and 
back  : the  pulfe  is  fmall  and  quick  ; the 

tongue  is  covered  with  a white  fur,  but 
appears  of  a dark  red  colour  at  the  edges  ; 
and  its  papillae  are  condderably  elongated. 
As  the  difeafe  advances,  the  patients  complain 
of  a great  heat  and  prickling  in  the  fkin, 
with  ficknefs  at  the  domach ; they  are  af- 
fedled  with  an  unufiial  languor  and  faintnefs, 
and  have  often  profufe  perfpirations  during 
the  night.  On  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  or 
fixth  day  of  the  diforder,  a rafh  appears, 
fometimes  in  fcattered'  patches,  fome times 
diffufed  over  the  whole  body.  It  continues 
feveral  days  in  particular  fituations,  as  the 
neck,  bread,  domach,  and  back  ; on  other 
parts,  it  appears  and  difappears  many  times, 
without  any  certain  order.  The  pudules, 
which,  from  their  refemblance  to  millet- 
feeds,  have  fuggefled  the  name  of  Miliaria 
for  this  complaint,  are  diftributed  over  the 
face  and  all  the  body ; but  are  always  mod: 
numerous  on  the  bread  and  back,  or  where 
the  rafh  is  mod  vivid.  They  are  round  and 
very  minute,  and  contain  a white  or  pearl- 
coloured  lymph.  Their  duration  is  but 
fhort : frefh  ones,  however,  appear  daily,  fo 
long  as  the  rafh  and  febrile  fymptoms  conti- 
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nue.  At  the  fame  time,  fmall  tranfparent 
velicles  are  formed  on  the  tongue,  and  often 
in  the  fauces:  thefe  ufually  terminate  in  aph- 
thous ulcerations.  (Seepage  113.)  Neither, 
the  rafh  nor  the  puftular  eruption  afford  any 
cribs  or  alleviation  of  the  febrile  complaint ; 
but  all  of  them  are  brought  to  a conclufion 
nearly  at  the  fame  time  ; which  is,  in  fome 
cafes,  on  the  tenth  day  ; in  others,  on  the 
twelfth,  fourteenth,  or  twentieth  day  of  the 
difeafe. 

Children,  particularly  boys,  who  ufe  violent 
exercife  in  hot  weather,  and  foon  after  expofe 
themfel  ves  to  a current  of  air,  or  drink  cold  wa- 
ter, are  mod  liable  to  be  affedfed  with  this  fpecies 
G'f  Miliaria  : in  adults  it  occurs  very  rarely. 

This  complaint  may  be  much  mitigated, 
and  fhortened  in  its  duration,  by  a gentle 
emetic,'  or  laxatives,  adminiftered  at  the  be- 
ginning of  it;  and  by  afterwards  taking 
freely  of  the  diluted  vitriolic  acid,  a cool  re- 
gimen being  at  the  fame  time  obferved. 


The  account  of  deaths  in  different  difeafes, 
between  the  15th  of  Auguft  and  the  19th  of 
September,  given  by  the  Bills  of  Mortality, 
is  as  follows  : 


AiihmaandConfump- 


560 


Apoplexy  and  fudden- 

Jy 


Aged 


tion 
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Aged  ........ 

55 

Inflammation  andAJb- 

Abortive  and  Still- 

fccfs 

born 

6z 

Loofenefsand  Gripes, 

Convulftons 

39° 

Lunatic 

Childbed  

9. 

Meafles  ". 

Cancer  

6 

Mortification  . . . . 

Croup 

4 

Palfy  

Dropfy 

63 

Pleurify  

Fever  ...  

119 

Rupture 

Gout 

8 

Small-pox  ...... 

Stone  and  Gravel  . . 

5 

Sorc-throat 

Hasmorrhagy  .... 

X 

Teeth 

Hooping  Cough  . . . 

a8 

Thrufh . 

Jaundice  ...... 

4 

Water  in  the  head  . . 

ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20  th  of  September  to  the  20th  of  OH  obey. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Practice. 


ACUTE  DISEASES. 


Malignant  Fever . 

Mealies 

Hooping  Cough 

Small-pox 

Catarrh 

G 2 


• 

• 5 

• 3 
2 

• x3 

Peritoneal 
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Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  3 

Inflammation  of  the  bowels  . . 1 

Acute  Rheumatifm  ......  3 

Gout  2 

Slow  Fever 2 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 5 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  9 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Afthenia 21 

Hyfteria 2 

St.  Virus’s  Dance 1 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 6 

Sciatica 1 

Dropfy 4 

CEdema  puerperale 1 

Cough  and  Dyfpncea 16 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  10 

Spitting  of  blood 2 

Haemorrhagy  from  the  nofe  . . 1 

Head- ache  and  Vertigo  ....  6 

Hydrocephalus 2 

Apoplexy 1 

Palfy 2 

Dyfpepfla  . . ; 15 

Gaftrodynia 12 

Enterodynia 8 

Diarrhoea 17 

Cholera 
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Cholera * 

Inteftinal  Haemorrhagy  .... 

Haemorrhoids 

Chlorofis 

Menorrhagia  

Dyfury  and  Gravel 

Scirrhus  of  the  kidney 

Scirrhus  of  the  liver,  and  Jaun- 
dice   

Scirrhus  of  the  uterus 

Cancer 

Gangrenous  Ulcer 

Scrophula 

Rickets  . 

Tabes  mefenterica  ...... 

Prolapfus  ani  

Red  Gum  and  Tooth-rafh  . . 

Lichen  

Itch  and  Prurigo 

Scaly  Tetter 

Purpura  

Erythema 

Impetigo  . 

Gutta  rofea  . . . , 

Porrigo  


1 

o 

0 
8 

2 
2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

5 

2 

3 

I 

5 

1 

6 

2 
I 
I 

4 

i 

i 


PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 


Quotidian I 

Tertian  2 

G 3 Iiedlica 


2 
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I lexica  adolefcentium 
Hectica  fenilis  ..... 

The  mod  extendve  ferie's  of  complaints, 
in  the  months  of  September  and  October, 
has  confided  of  Inflammations  of  the  bowels, 
Bilious  vomitings,  and  diarrhoea,  attended 
with  violent  pain,  and  in  many  cafes  with 
haemorrhagy.  Thefe  diforders  of  the  bowels 
require  early  attention  and  nice  difcrimina- 
tion.  Some  cafes,  if  neglected  at  the  begin- 
ning, or  improperly  managed,  prove  fatal 
within  forty-eight  hours.'  (See  the  Report  for 
September,  1799.) 

The  Meades,  Scarlatina,  Small-pox,  and 
Hooping  Cough,  occur  in  various  places, 
but  have  not  been  very  widely  difFufed  within 
the  lad  two  months. 

It  was  obferved  in  the  lad  report,  that 
cafes  of  the  Synochus,  or  Summer  Fever, 
had  been  more  frequent  than  ufual  in  the 
months  of  Augud  and  September.  They 
were  fucceeded,  at  the  latter  end  of  Septem- 
ber, by  a proportionate  number  of  cafes  of 
the  Contagious,  malignant  Fever,  which,  in 
fome  indances,  terminated  fatally.  A little 
girl,  feven  years  of  age,  recovered  from  an 
apparently  hopelefs  date  of  it.  She,  as  well 

as 
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ns  her  whole  family,  was  greatly  alarmed  on 
the  feventh  or  eighth  night  ot  the  Fever  by 
the  repeated  howlings  of  a ftrange  dog* 
under  her  window.  All  the  fymptoms  were 
immediately  aggravated : lire  was  affedted 

with  a diarrhoea,  her  pnlfe  became  very 
quick,  her  tongue  was  furred,  and-  ihe  was 
at  times  delirious.  In  the  third  week,  her 
tongue  became  dry  and  brown,  her  eyes  funk 
and  heavy ; the  excretions  palled  involuntarily ; 
and  ihe  fell  into  a ftate  of  ftupor,  or  rather 
of  total  infenfibility.  There  was  no  diftinct 
crifis  of  the  Fever,  but  the  little  patient  re- 
gained her  faculties  and  ftrength  very  gra- 
dually. She  took  fcarcely  any  nourifhment 
for  a fortnight : the  remedies,  apparently 
mod'  efficacious,  were  bliliers  to  the  head 
and  other  parts,  fmapifms  applied  to  the  feet, 


* This  circumltance  is  considered  by  the  fuperftitious  as  a 
certain  omen  of  death.  However,  in  two  inftances  of  the 
kind,  which  occurred  to  me  during  the  prefent  year,  the 
dogs  have  proved  falfe  progilofticators,  as  both  patients  hap- 
pily recovered.  The  reafon  why  dogs  occafi-onally  prefent 
themfelves,  in  the  night,  at  a houfe  where  any  one  lies  fick, 
is,  that,  having  loll  their  mailers,  or  raided  their  way,  they 
feck  protection ; and,  in  confcquence,  repair  where  the 
lights  and  ftir  in  the  houfe  give  hopes  that  they  may  gain 
attention,  which  they  endeavour  to  do  by  a mod  piteous 
howling. 

G 4 
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and  calomel  given  occafionally  in  moderate 
dofes. 

The  Contagious,  malignant  Fever,  it  was 
formerly  remarked,  (page  42,)  often  fuper- 
venes  to  the  Synochus,  or  Summer  Fever  ^ 
in  which  cafe,  petechial  fpots,  haemorrhagy, 
a dry,  brown,  or  black  tongue,  and  a <]uick 
irregular  pulfe,  are  united  with  violent  pains 
of  the  head,  and  delirium,  pains  and  tenfion 
of  the  ftomach  or  bowels,  fometimes  attend- 
ed with  diarrhoea,  fometimes  with  obftinate 
coftivenefs.  This  congeries  of  fvmptoms  is 
yery  often  fatal. 

In  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  from  the  19th  of 
September  to  the  17  th  of  O&ober,  the  fol- 
lowing number  of  deaths  has  been  re- 
corded : 

Aged  70 

Apoplexy  and  fud- 

denly 17 

Ague  I 

Brain-Fever Z 

Cancer 7 

Child-bed n 

Confumption,  Cough, 
and  Afthma  . . . , 292 

Convul/ions 291 

•Croup 2 

Propfy 53 

Fever 12  a 

Small-pox 


Gout 10 

Hooping  Cough  ...  25 

Jaundice  . 7 

Inflammation  and  Ab- 
feefs  ........  44 

Lunatic . 4 

Meafles 21 

Mortification  ....  12 

Balfy 4 

Rupture 2 

Rheumatifm  . , . . . z 
Scurvy  * 
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Small-pox  ......  19 

Sore-throat  1 

Still-born  and  Abor- 
tive   40 
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Teeth 

Water  in  the  head  . . 
Worms  


16 

5 

1 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  iji  LONDON, 

r 

From  the  20/Z1  of  OFlober  to  the  20 th  of  November. 
Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 


Practice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 

CATARRH 2 1 

Acute  Rheumatifm  ...  4 

Peripneumony I 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  1 

Apoplexy 2 

Contagious,  malignant  Fever  . 5 

Scarlatina  anginofa % 

Angina  maligna 1 

Aphthous  Sore-throat q. 

Hooping  Cough g 

Slow  Fever 2 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 4 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  10 

G 5 CHRONIC 
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CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

A fthenia 15 

Dropfy 7 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 5 

Lumbago  and  Sciatica 3 

Paralyhs 2 

Cephalaea . . . 3 

Epilepfy  ....*. 2 

H y fieri  a 5 

St.  Vitus’s  Dance 1 

Convulfio 2 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 31 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  6 

Pleuritic  Stitch  3 

Dyfpepfia  8 

Gaftrodynia 9 

Enterodynia  5 

Diarrhoea 8 

Conftipatio'  ...  9 

Haemorrhoids  3 

Menorrhagia  2 

Inteftinal  Haemofrhagy  ....  I 

Chlorohs  and  Amenorrhcea  . . 7 

Fluor  albus  ' . ' . • 2 

Scirrnus  of  the  uterus 1 

Scirrhus  of  the  ovaria 1 

Scirrhus  of  the  liver  ......  1 

- Jaundic 
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Jaundice 

Tape -Worm  . . 

Afcarides 

Gravel  and  Dyfury 
Tabes  mefenterica 

Struma  

Dry  Tetter  . . . 
Scald-head  . . . . 

Purpura 

Itch  and  Prurigo  . 

O 


2 

2 

3 

' > 
J 

2 

3 


2 

2 

I 


PERIODICAL  DISEASES. 


Quartan i 

Hemicranium i 

Periodic  Gaftrodynia 2 

Hedlica  adolefcentium 4 

Hedtica  fenilis 3 


On  the  approach  of  winter,  the  variety  of 
acute  difeafes  is  always  greatly  reduced  ; and 

' t 

rheumatic,  catarrhal,  or  other  pulmonic  com- 
plaints become  moft  prevalent.  Malignant 
Fevers,  and  other  contagious  difeafes,  have 
occurred  in  a much  fmaller  proportion  during 
the  prefent,  than  in  the  two  preceding 
months.  The  cafe  of  Angina  maligna,  along 
with  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  a malignant 
Fever,  exhibited  deep  ulcerations  of  the  ton- 

G 6 ills 
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fils  and  adjoining  parts,  covered  with  afli-co- 
loured  doughs,  and  furrounded  by  livid  edges. 
Neverthelefs,  the  fever  ceafed,  and  the  ulce- 
rations were  healed  in  about  eight  days,  by 
the  ufe  of  a valuable  bark,  lately  imported 
from  the  colony  at  Sierra  Leone. 

Among  the  lifts  of  Chronic  Difeafes,  a 
never-failing  feries  of  complaints,  moftly 
produced  by  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  has  been  comprifed  under  the  titles 
of  Dyfpepfia,  Gaftrodynia,  Enterodynia,  and 
Inteftinal  Hsemorrhagy  ; to  which  may  be 
added,  feveral  cafes  of  the  Afthenia,  Paraly- 
lis,  Apoplexy,  Gravel  or  Dyfury,  Scir- 
rhous liver,  Jaundice,  and  Dropfy.  Fevers, 
internal  Inflammations,  and  many  pulmonic 
difeafes,  are  rendered  inveterate,  or  even  fatal, 
by  the  fame  kind  of  intemperance.  On  com- 
paring my  own  obfervations  with  the  Bills  of 
Mortality,  I am  convinced,  that  confiderably 
more  than  one-eighth  of  all  the  deaths, 
which  take  place  in  perfons  above  twenty 
years  old,  happen  prematurely  through  excefs 
in  drinking  fpirits.  Thefe  pernicious  liquors 
are  generally  fuppofed  to  have  an  immediate 
and  fpecific  effeft  on  the  liver  ; which  vifeus 
has  been  found  after  death,  in  drinkers  of 
fpirits,  hardened  or  altered  as  to  its  texture, 
‘ difcoloured. 
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difcolourcd,  and  diminished.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  the  Stomach  and  bowels  fufl'er  firit 
from  the  uie  oS  fpirics  : and  that  their  bane- 
ful influence  is  afterwards  extended  gradually 
to  every  part  of  the  body,  producing  a varie- 
ty of  morbid  phenomena. 

1.  The  ufual  fymptoms  of  indigestion, 
attended  with  a difrelirh  of  plain  food;  with 
frequent  naufea,  and  o,ppreflire  pains  at  the 
Stomach  ; with  an  inexpreflible  fenfation  of 
finking,  faiutnefs,  and  horror ; and  with 
fudden,  convullive  discharges  from  the  Sto- 
mach  into  the  mouth  of  a clear,  acid,  or 
fweetiSh  fluid.* 

2.  Racking  pains,  and  violent  contractions 
of  the  bowels,  and  of  the  abdominal  mufcles. 
Thefe  fymptoms  often  return,  periodically, 
about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  being 
attended  with  extreme  deprefiion,  or  languor, 
a Shortnefs  of  breath,  and  the  moSt  dreadful 
apprehenflons. 


* Tins  fymptom  is-termed  in  Scotland  the  Water-brafli, 
and  is  an  ufmd  effect  of  the  deleterious  fpirit  whifitey,  ma- 
nufadlurcd  in  that  country,  and  diffufed  with  a lavilh.  hand 
to  perfons  of  both  fexes,  at  every  period  of  life,  as  well 
among  the  middling  clafl'cs  as  among  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people. 


3-  la 
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3.  In  perfons  of  the  fanguine  temperament, 
inflammations  of  the  peritoneal  membrane, 
long-continued,  and  producing  intenfe  pain, 
fj  that  the  flighteft  preffure  on  the  abdomen 
cannot  be  endured. 

4.  Swelling  of  the  abdomen,  emaciation 
of  the  limbs,  with  frequent  cramps  ; and  pains 
of  the  joints,  finally  fettling  in  the  foies  of 
the  feet.  Thefe  fymptoms  are  fuoceeded  by 
a degree  of  paralyfls  ; or,  at  leafl,  an  inca- 
pacity of  moving  the  limbs  with  any  confi- 
derable  effect. 

5.  Sallownefs  of  the  complexion,  with 
drynefs  and  fcalinefs  of  the  fkin.  As  the 
powers  of  circulation  are  more  and  more 
impaired,  the  red  veflels  disappear  from  the 
white  of  the  eye,  the  fecretion  of  bile  is  im- 
perfectly performed,  and  the  fmall  hairs  of 
the  fkin  fall  off,  leaving  the  furface,  efpecially 
of  the  lower  extremities,  very  fmooth  and 
jfhining. 

6.  Jaundice,  afcites,  dropflcal  fwellings  of 
the  legs,  with  general  rednefs  or  inflamma- 
tion of  the  fkin,  terminating  in  black  fpots 
and  gangrenous  ulcers. 

7.  A frequent  recurrence  of  aphthous  ul- 
cerations in  the  mouth,  throat,  &c.  and  an 

ofl'enflve 
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offenfive  fniell  of  the  breath,  Similar  to  that 
of  rotten  apples. 

8-  Haemorrhagy.  The  intemperate  ufe  ol 
fpirits  often  occafions  profufe  difcharges  of 
blood  from  the  noftrils,  ftomach,  bowels, 
kidneys,  or  bladder  ; and  from  the  lungs,  in 
perfons  of  a consumptive  habit.  Women  ot 
the  fanguine  temperament,  who  indulge  to 
excefs,  often  have  the  catamenia  very  pro- 
fufelv,  long  after  the  ufual  period  : in  Some 
fpirit-drinkers,  I have  known  them  continue 
beyond  the  Sixtieth  year  of  age. 

9.  An  entire  change  in  the  ftate  of  mind  : 
at  firft,  low  fpirits,  ft  range  fenfations,  and 
groundlefs  fears,  alternate  with  unfeafonable, 
and  often  boifterous  mirth  : a degree  of  ftu- 
pidity,  or  confufion  of  ideas,  Succeeds.  The 
memory,  and  the  faculties  depending  on  it, 
being  impaired,  there  takes,  place  an.  indif- 
ference towards  ufual  occupations,  and  ac- 
cuftomed  Society  or  amufements  : no  intereft 
is  taken  in  the  concerns  of  others  : no  love, 
no  Sympathy  remain.  Even  natural  affec- 
tion to  neareft  relatives  is  gradually  extin- 
guifhed  ; and  the  moral  fenfe  feems  oblite- 
rated. The  wretched  viclims  of  a fatal 
poifon  fall,  at  length,  into  a ftate  of  fatuity, 
and  die  with  the  powers  both  of  body  and 
mind  wholly  exhaufted.  Some,  after  re- 
peated 
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peated  fits  of  derangement,  expire  in  a fudden 
and  violent  phrenzy.  Some  are  hurried  out 
of  the  world  by  apoplexies : others  perilh  by 
the  flower  procefs  of  jaundice,  dropfy,  aph- 
thous  ulcerations  of  the  alimentary  canal, 
and  gangrenous  ulcers  of  the  extremities. 

The  limits  of  the  prefent  work  will  not 
admit  of  a more  extended  view  of  the  dread- 
ful effects  produced  by  drinking  fpjrits  ; but 
I can,  with  pleafure,  refer  to  two  publica- 
tions* on  the  fubjetSt,  by  experienced  phy- 
ficians,  whofe  fiatements,  if  attended  to, 
could  not  fail  to  deter  the  readers  from  a 
pradfice  fo  injurious  to  individuals,  and  to 
focjety  at  large. 


The  deaths  recorded  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality 
for  the  lafl  four  weeks  arc  as  follows  : 


Aged 

79 

Apoplexy,  and  fud- 

deftly 

H 

Bleeding 

2 

Cancer  

7 

Child-bed 

*5 

Confumption,  Afth- 


ma,  &c. 
Convulfions 
Croup  . . . 
DroDfy  . . . 

3 1? 

• • , • 274 
2 

Fever  . . . 

96 

* Dr.  Anthony  Fotljergill’s  Eflay  on  the  Abufc  of  Spi- 
rituous Liquors  ; Dr.  Lettfom,  on  Hard  Drinking  ; fee  alfo 
Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society,  vol.  i.  p.  15a.  I cannot 
here  pafs  over  the  elegant  author  of  “ Scctland’js  Scaith,” 
whofe  patriotiftn  deferves  the  warmeft  thanks  of  his.  coun- 
trymen. 


Fiftula 
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Fiftula 2 

Gout 6 

G ravel 2 

Gripes i 

Hooping  Cough  ...  15 

Jaundice 9 

Inflammation  and  Ul- 
cers   31 

Livergrown  .....  1 

Lunatic 10 

Mealies . 1 7 

Mortification  ....  23 


Pally  ........  6 

Pleurify 4 

Rupture 1 

Small -pox 2- 

Still-born  and  Abor- 
tive   44 

Stone 1 

Teething  34 

Thrulh  3 

Water  in  the  head  . . 3 

Worms  .......  a 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20 th  of  Nov.  to  the  10  th  (f  Dec. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Practice, 

m:, 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 


CATARRH 12 

Peripneumony 1 

Enteritis 1 


Acute  Rheumatifm  2 

Inflamed  and  ulcerated  Sore- 

throat  . - . 5 

Scarlatina  anginofa n 

Meafl.cs 
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Meades  8 

Hooping  Cough 2 

Small-pox 2 

Chicken-pox 9 


Malignant  Fever 3 

Slow  Fever  . 3 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . . 5 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  8 


CHRONIC  DISEASES. 


Afthenia 

Chronic  Rheumatifm  . 

. . . . 8 

Lumbago 

• • — 4 

Dropfy 

. . . . 5 

Paralyfis 

Cephalsea  

. . . . 4 

Epilepfy 

St.  Vitus’s  Dance  . . . 

. / . . 1 

Syncope  . . : 

O 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea  . 

. ...  36 

Phthifis  pulmonalis  . . 

. . . . 9 

Spitting  of  blood  . . . 

■ • • • 4 

Pleuritic  Stitches  .... 

0 

Dyfpepfia 

Pyrods 

Hasmatemefis 

Gaftrodynia  ...... 

Enterodynia 

. . . . 4 

Diarrhoea 
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Diarrhoea 

Haemorrhoids 

Worms  

Tabes  mefenterica 

Scirrhus 

Menorrhagia 

Chlorofis  and  Amenorrhoea 

Scrophula 

Porrigo 

Acne 

Phthiriafis 

Itch  * * * * 

Pompholyx  

Lichen 

Nettle-rafh 

Gangrenous  Ulcer 


Malignant  Fevers  were  fucceeded,  in  De- 
icember,  by  an  extenfive  diffufion  of  the 
Meafles,  Scarlatina,  Chicken-pox,  and  other 
contagious  complaints,  the  progrefs  of  which 
has  been  favoured  by  an  unufually  warm  and 
humid  hate  of  the  air.  The  Meafles  have 
prevailed  moflly  in  W eflminfter,  the  Scarlet 
Fever  in  the  City,  and  Borough  of  South- 
wark. 

A young  man,  fuddenly  affected  with  In- 
flammation of  the  bowels,  complained  at  firft 

of 
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of  great  heat,  intenfe  thirft,  general  uneah- 
nefs,  bee.  and  fdt  an  acute  pain  on  pne fling 
the  abdomen.  In  a few  hours,  he  was  af- 
fedled  with  convulsive  motions  in  the  limbs, 
and  unufual  confufion  of  thought.  From 
tliis  hate,  however,  he  foon  recovered  after 
being  bled  very  largely. 

In  five  cafes  of  the  Chicken-pox,  which 
occurred  in  one  family,  the  eruption  was  at- 
tended with  fome  fwelling  of  the  tonfils,  and 
an  appearance  of  ulcerated  fpecks  or  puftules 
upon  them,  a circurn fiance  I never  before 
noticed.  An  attending  fervant  and  the  mo- 
ther of  the  children  had  a fimilar  enlargement 
of  the  tonfils,  and  flight  ulcerations,  but 
without  the  vehicular  eruption  on  the  (kin. 

The  proportion  of  Small-pox  has  been, 
throughout  the  prefent  year,  remarkably 
fmall  : the  deaths  from  this  difeafe,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  were  only 
522  ; whereas  the  number,  laft  year,  w^as 
3548.  I11  the  Small-pox  Hoi'pital,  only 

feven  perfons  died  of  the  natural  Small-pox 
out  of  the  whole  number  admitted  fmee 
Chrifhna6,  1796.  At  the  Hofpital  for  Ino- 
culation, the  practice  has  been  very  fucceff- 
ful.  Five  hundred  and  fourteen  perfons  were 
inoculated,  and  went  through  die  difeafe,  in 

the 
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he  hofpital : 786  were  inoculated,  not  being 
dmitted  into  the  houfe,  but  left,  with  proper 
directions,  to  the  care  of  their  parents  or 
datives.  Of  the  whole  number  (1300) 
J|  >nly  two  died  in  the  courfe  of  the  year. 


'ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20 th  of  December,  1 797,  to  the  end 
of  Marchy  1798. 


iff  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Pradtice, 


ACUTE  DISEASES. 

CATARRH 53 

Acute  Rheumatifm  ...  16 

1 **"•  • 5 » 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  9 

Aphthous  Sore-throat 6 

Angina  parotidasa  .......  r 

Ophthalmia 14 

Beripneumony 4 

Pleurify 1 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  3 

Inflammation,  of  the  bowels  . . 1 

Nephritis i 


Gout 
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Gout 

Apoplexy 

Haemoptoe  

Haematemefis 

Inteftinal  Hsemorrhagy  . . . 

Abortion 

Scarlet  Fever 

Mealies 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox  

Hooping  Cough  ....... 

Contagious,  malignant  Fever 

Dyfentery 

Eryflpelas 

Ephemera 

Slow  Fever 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . 
Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  . . 


4 

4 


7 

1 

2 


3 


IO 


6 

3 

3 


ii 


7 


i 

i 

i 


7 

5 
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Quotidian 1 

Tertian 2 

Hedlica  infantilis  .......  4 

He£Hca  puerilis 1 

He&ica  adolefcentium 7 

Hedtica  fenilis *8 


CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 114 

Pulmonary  Consumption  ...  31 

Spitting 
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Spitting  of  blood  6 

Pleurodyne  . . . . .• 7 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 32 

Lumbago  and  Sciatica 10 

Dropfy 19 

Afthenia 29 

Head-ache  and  Vertigo  ....  18 

Hemicranium 3 

Syncope  2 

Hy  fieri  a 12 

Epilepfy 5 

Chorea  1 

Palfy  7 

Hydrocephalus  1 

Hypochondriacs  and  Melan- 
cholia   5 

Palpitatio  3 

Angina  pe£foris 1 

DyfpepCa  31 

Pain  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  25 

Diarrhoea 23 

Colic  2 

Colica  Pi£!onum 3 

• Conftipatio 4 

Hernia 2 

Piles 4 

Gravel  and  Dyfury  . 6 

Enurefis  . . .• 2 

Hzematuria 
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Hsematuria  . . . g 

Menorrhagia 7 

Chlorofis  and  Amenorrhoea  . . 14 

Fluor  albus  6 

Scirrhus  and  Cancer  uteri  ...  4 

Scirrhus  of  die  liver  ......  4 

Jaundice 6 

Prolapfus  1 

White  Swelling 1 

Scrophula  10 

Rickets  5 

Tabes  mefenterica 8 

Worms 9 

Dentition 6 

Thrufh  - 4 

Strophulus  ...........  4 

Lichen 3 

Lepra  and  Scaly  Tetter  ....  7 

DandrifF 3 

Icthyofis 1 

Nettle-rafh  1 

Purpura 2 

Erythema 1 

Herpes  1 

Intertrigo  2 

Impetigo 3 

Ecthyma 1 

Itch  and  Prurigo 13 

Porrigo 
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Porrigo  . . 
Acne  . . 
Lupus  . . 
Furunculus 


. 2 


. 6 


9 

4 


Of  the  above  numbers,  there  died  of 
Peripneumony  i ; of  Haemoptoe  3 ; Scarlet 
Fever  1 ; Putrid  Fever  1 ; Hooping  Cough  3 ; 
Slow  Fever  2 ; Puerperal  Fever  1 ; Fevers  in 
infancy  5 ; Hedtica  fenilis  5 ; old  Coughs, 
and  Confumption,  14;  Dropfy  5;  Organic 
Difeafe  of  the  heart  1 ; Cancer  uteri  1 ; 
Scirrhus  of  the  liver,  without  dropfy,  1 ; 
Tabes  mefenterica  3 ; Conftipation,  and 
Hernia,  2 ; Diabetes  1. 

The  air  being  moift  and  warm,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1798,  the  feries  of 
dileafes,  mentioned  in  the  laft  report,  was 
continued  to  the  end  of  February.  From 


that  time  the  wind  was  for  fome  days  in  the 
eaft  and  north-eaft,  but,  on  the  17th,  fuddenly 
changed  to  the  weft  and  fouth-weft,  and  was 
very  variable  afterwards  till  the  1 8th  of  March, 
when  it  again  fettled  in  the  north-eaft  quarter. 
In  February,  the  Meafles  and  Scarlatina  yielded 
to  the  Hooping  Cough,  and  Catarrhal  Fevers, 
which  predominated  till  the  latterend  of  March. 
The  extraordinary  number  of  the  Acute 


H 


Difeafes 
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Difeafes  of  Infants  muft  be  referred  princi- 
pally to  an  epidemic  Catarrh,  affe&ing  them 
in  a greater  proportion  than  adults.  This 
difeafe  began  the  fecond  week  in  February, 
and  continued  about  a month.  It  was  nor, 
I think,  contagious  ; but  it  feemed  more  in- 
flammatory, and  was  attended  with  a more 
fevere  cough,  with  a much  greater  degree  of 
fever,  of  heat,  and  inquietude,  than  occurred 
in  a fnnilar  epidemic,  January,  1796,  mention- 
ed in  page  3.  Hence  the  catarrh  of  1798  re- 
quired a very  different  mode  of  practice  from 
that  employed  in  the  former  one,  being  not 
foon  removed,  unlefs  by  the  repeated  applica- 
tion of  leeches  and  blifters  to  the  cheft,  by 
purgatives,  and  a cooling  regimen.  The  only 
particular  circumftance  I noticed  in  adults 
affedled  with  this  complaint  was  an  excru- 
ciating pain  of  the  forehead,  moftly  over  the 
left  eye,  which  returned  periodically  for 
feveral  fucceffive  days,  at  a ftated  hour  after 
noon,  and  continued  through  the  greater  pare 
of  the  night. 

The  Meafles  were,  in  general,  mild  and 
favourable.  One  of  the  cafes  of  Scarlatina 
anginofa  proved  fatal : the  patient  was  a flout 
young  woman,  who,  during  her  attendance 
on  two  children  affe&ed  with  the  difeafe, 

took 
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rook  the  infection  herfelf,  January  20,  and 
died  die  fecond  night  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fore-throat  and  fcarlet  effloref- 
cence.  Inftances  of  fudden  death,  at  an  early 
period  of  this  virulent  diftemper,  fometimes 
within  fix  hours  after  its  hrft  attack,  I have 
from  time  to  time  obferved  both  in  children 
and  adults. 

In  February  and  March,  Inflammation  of 
the  ball  of  the  eye*  was  a frequent  and 
troublefome  complaint ; I notice  it,  however,, 
more  on  account  of  its  unufually  extenfive 
diffufion  than  for  any  thing  particular  in  its 
appearance. 

Many  perfons  who  had  Catarrhal  Coughs 
in  March  were  farther  affedled  with  fpitting 
of  blood,  thick,  vilcid  expe&oration,  pains 
within  the  cheft,  heflic  fever,  and  diarrhoea 
interchanging  with  night  fweats,  but  reco- 
vered, notwithstanding,  in  the  month  of 
April.  The  difficulty  of  diftingui  filing  with 
exa&nefs  the  acceffion  of  Phthifis  pulmonalis 
wras  formerly  remarked  (fee  pages  3 and  4). 
I hope  to  be  excufed  in  repeating  this  ob~ 
fervation,  as  it  enforces  one  pra&ical  point  of 


* Ophthalmia  catarrhaiis ; Savages,  SToMog.  Med. 
Ophthafania  cpidcmica  ; Hotfman,  tom.  ii.  &<&,  i.  cap.  u. 
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fome  confequence,  that  in  Coughs  fucceeding 
to  Catarrhal  Fevers  we  fhould  not  be  too 
hafty  in  pronouncing  a cafe  to  be  decidedly 
phthifical ; nor,  whenever  the  lungs  are  in- 
flamed, difeontinue,  fo  long  as  a poflibility 
of  benefit  remains,  the  proper  regimen  and 
the  means  of  refolution. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  3.J ft  of  March  to  the  End  of  June * 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 

Pradlicc. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 

CATARRH 23 

Acute  Rheumatifm  ...  20 

Ophthalmia 5 

Otalgia  1 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  8 

Angina  herpetica  2 

Angina  parotidasa 1 

Peripneumony 6 

Inflammation  of  the  bowels  . . 3 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  1 

Nephritis 
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Nephritis  I 

Phlegmone  teftis 1 

Gout 4 

Apoplexy 3 

Epiftaxis 1 

Haemoptoe  6 

Haemorrhagy  from  the  ftomach 

and  bowels  3 

Renal  Haemorrhagy  ......  1 

Abortus,  and  Menorrhagia  . . 14 

Eryhpelas 2 

Meafles 13 

Scarlatina  anginofa  g 

Small-pox 

Cliicken-pox 2 

Hooping  Cough j 

Contagious,  malignant  FevTer  . 12 

Summer  Fever 3 

Dyfentery x 

Slow  Fever j r 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fever  ...  6 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  30 

Quotidian 2 

Tertian  ..........  j 

He£lic  6 

Ilemicranium  . . 

4 

H 3 


CHRONIC 
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CHRONIC  DISEASES. 
Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 63 


Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  26 

Spitting  of  blood 6 

Pleurodyne  7 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 25 

Lumbago  and  Sciatica 10 

Dropfy  ...» 22 

Afthenia . 44 

Head-ache  and  Vertigo  ....  15 

Syncope  . 2 

Hyfteria ri 

Epilepfy 5 

Hydrocephalus  ..........  1 

Paralyfis 5 

Hypochondriacs  and  Melan- 
cholia   6 

Palpitatio 4 

Bilious  Vomiting 4 

Dyfpepfia 29 

Pain  of  the  flomach  and  bowels,  20 

Diarrhoea 1 3 

Conftipatio 4 

Hernia 2 

Colic 2 

Colica  Pidtonum 3 

Haemorrhoids 4 

Gravel, 
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Grave),  Stone,  and  Dyfury 

Enurefis 

Haematuria  

Ainenorrhoea  and  Chlorohs 

Fluor  albus 

Scirrhus  uteri 

Scirrhus  hepatis 

Scrophula 

Rickets 

Curvature  of  the  fpine  . . . 

Pfoas  Abfcefs 

Tabes  mefenterica 

Worms  

Dentition 

Thru  fir  

Lichen . 

Lepra  and  Scaly  Tetter  . . 

DandrifF  . . . . * 

Nettle- rafh 

Purpura 

Erythema 

Herpes 

Impetigo 

Ecthvma  

j 

Itch  and  Prurigo 

Porrigo  

Acne 

Lupus 

H 4 


. . 8 
. . i 

s-  . i 
. . 16 
. . ii 
. . 2 
. . 2 
. . 8 

• • 3 

. . i 
. . i 

. , io 


4 


7 
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Died 


2 
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Died  of  Peripneumony  2 ; Apoplexy  1 ; 
Haemoptoe  1 ; He£lic  Cough  after  the 
Meafles  1 ; Small-pox  2;  Malignant  Fever  2; 
Summer  Fever  1 ; Slow  Fever  2 ; Fevers  in 
infancy  4;  Hectica  adolefcentium  i;  He£lica 
fenilis  2 ; Pulmonary  Confumption  7 ; Drop- 
fy  1 ; Scirrhus  uteri  1 ; Tabes  mefenterica  3. 

The  fpring  of  1798  was  a genuine  Englifh 
fpring  with  refpedt  to  its  temperature,  the 
variation  of  the  thermometer  being  in  May 
340,  in  April  and  June  nearly  40°.  The 
quantity  of  rain  was  moderate.  The  wind 
was  very  variable,  but  chiefly  blew  from 
the  eaft  and  north-eaft  points  till  Midfummer, 
after  which  it  changed,  as  ufual,  to  the  weft 
and  fouth-weft. 

The  foregoing  lift  of  difeafes,  which  con- 
tains the  refult  of  my  public  and  private 
pra6tice,  will  perhaps  nearly  exhibit  the 
proportion  of  acute  difeafes  to  each  other 
throughout  London ; and  afeertain  the  ma- 
jority of  rheumatic,  and  other  inflammatory 
complaints,  during  the  laft  three  months. 

Two  cafes  of  the  Peripneumony  required 
bleeding ; the  remaining  four  were  of  the 
kind  formerly  defer ibed,  (fee  page  66,)  and  in 
two  inftances  fatal.  I think  it  not  amifs  to 
quote  in  this  place  Dr.  Fothergill’s  account  of 

an 
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an  analogous  fpecies  of  Peripneumony  ob- 
ferved  by  him  fifty  years  ago.*  “ The  only 
“ difeafe  I have  feen  that  has  looked  like  an 
“ epidemic  was  an  infidious  fpecies  of  Pe- 
ripneumony.  The  fick  complain  firft  of 
“ chillnefs,  fhivering,  and  general  pain,  fre- 
“ quently  of  the  limbs,  then  of  fome  part 
“ about  the  thorax;  but  this  laft  never  acute; 
“ not  often  with  a cough,  and  fometimes 
“ without  much  difficulty  of  breathing. 
“ They  frequently  complain  of  pain  upon 
“ freezing,  coughing,  or  even  fwallowing, 
“ on  one  fide  of  the  neck,  juft  above  the 
“ place  where  the  middle  of  the  maftoid 
“ mufcle  takes  its  rife  from  the  clavicle  ; 

ft 

“ this  is  often  acute,  and  where  it  is  fo,  from 
an  inftance  or  two  I have  feen,  feems  to 
“ afford  a bad  prognoftic.  The  patients  can 
“ lie  eafy  in  one  pofture,  which  is  commonly 
. upon  the  back,  but  not  on  either  fide. 
“ They  have,  or  affe£t  to  fhevv,  great  com- 
“ pofure  and  eafe,  wlfich  impofes  on  thofe 
“ about  them,  till  they  are  fuddenly  alarmed 
“ with  fome  unexpended  alteration,  which 
“ carries  the  patient  off  in  a fhort  time. 


* On  Weather  and  Difeafcs,  April,  1751.  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  vol.  xxi, 

H s « The 
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“ The  blood  Is  commonly  fizy ; the  urine 
“ crude  or  turbid,  without  a fair  fediment ; 
“ the  pulfc  quick,  fmall,  at  length  weak, 
“ and  with  a remarkable  jerk  ; the  tongue 
“ moift;  and  drinking  is  rather  fatiguing  than 
iC  pleafant.  Early  bleeding,  gentle  antiphlo- 

giftic  purges  of  fal  cathart.  and  manna  in 
“ the  pectoral  deco6Hon  ; cupping  on  the 
“ fide,  with  blifiers,  mild  diaphoretics,  and 
“ pectorals  intermixed,  have,  in  fome  cafes, 
“ been  fuccefsful.” 

Rheumatic  Fevers  were  numerous,  violent, 
and  of  long  duration.  Thefe,  with  other 
inflammatory  complaints,  took  place  in  many 
individuals  of  the  volunteer  corps,  who,  re- 
commencing their  exercifes  with  the  fpring, 
and  being  engaged  very  early  in  the  morning, 
or  often  late  in  the  evening,  fufFered  much 
from  a mode  of  exertion  and  expofure  to 
which  they  had  not  been  for  fome  time 
accuftomed. 

The  Rheumatifm  but  feldom  occurs  here 
under  its  genuine  inflammatory  form.  It  is 
attended,  in  many  cafes,  with  every  mark  of 
extreme  debility  ; with  a weak  and  quick 
pulfe,  never  lefs  than  120;  with  fighing, 
fainting,  or  hyfterical  fymptoms  ; with  Spon- 
taneous fweating,  and  miliary  eruptions. 

Such 
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Such  a ftate  is  hinted  at  by  Dr.  Mufgrave, 
under  the  article  of  Arthritis  chlorotica;  and 
was  before  mentioned,  as  being  occaiionally 
connected  with,  or  iucceeded  by  the  HeCtica 
adolefcentium  (fee  page  19).  On  this  ftate- 
ment  it  muft  appear  that  blood-letting  is 
generally  inadmiffible.  Some  practitioners, 
however,  continue  to  let  blood  in  moft  cafes 
of  Acute  Rheumatifm,  thinking  themfelves 
juftihed  in  their  mode  of  practice  by  the  ftzy 
appearance  of  the  blood.  The  fame  principle 
might  lead  them  to  empty  the  whole  fan- 
guiferous  fyftem  ; for,  every  time  blood-letting 
is  repeated,  the  blood  becomes  more  and  more 
denfe,  or  ftzy.  I have  farther  obferved,  that, 
by  bleeding  repeatedly,  the  pains,  fwellings, 
and  febrile  fympioms,  were  not  only  aggra- 
vated at  the  time,  but  often  protracted  inde- 
finitely ; at  leaft  1 have  feen  them  continue, 
under  fuch  a mode  of  praCtice,  upwards  of 
two  months.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  it  probably 
firft  induced  other  practitioners  to  adopt  ani 
cppofite  plan  ; when  it  was  found  that 
Peruvian  bark,  and  vitriol  ated  iron*,  or  the 

K 6 precipitate 


* Th.  Mufgrave,  (page  38,)  after  recommending  prepara- 
tions of  iron  in  the  Chlorotic  Arthritis,  obferves ; “ Marti 

“ nullum 
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precipitate  of  it  combined  with  myrrh,  as 
recommended  by  Dr.  Griffiths,  afforded  both 
fpeedy  and  permanent  relief.  I cannot  omit 
remarking  that  Dr.  Fothergill,  in  the  work 
above  quoted,  had  inveffigated  the  neceffity 
of  adminiftering  bark  in  this  difeafe,  at  a time 
when  blood-letting  was  employed  by  his  co- 
temporaries even  in  putrid  Fevers.  After 
noticing  an  infidious  and  dangerous  fpecies 
of  Rheumatifm,  which  occurred  in  Novem- 
ber, 1752,  he  obferves  in  his  report  for 
February,  1753  • “ Rheumatifms  were  com- 
“ mon,  efpecially  among  childien  from  four 
“ to  eight  or  ten  years  old  : thefe  young 
“ fubje£ts  generally  were  feized  with  a pain 
“ about  the  neck,  back  of  the  head,  or  the 
“ fhoulders  ; from  hence  it  often  fhifted  to 
“ the  hands  and  feet,  and  knees,  and  plainly 
“ difeovered  its  nature  by  the  fwellings  it 
'4‘  produced:  the  fever  attending  it  had  regular 
“ exacerbations  in  the  evening,  followed  by 
rt  moderate  fweats,  and  freedom  from  pain  in 


u nullum  aptius  vehiculum,  quam  aquae  martiatoe,  per  urinam 
,f  exeuntes  ; nec  uno  tantum  nomine,  pallidis  his  arthriticis 
“ conveniunt:  co£tionem  integrant;  fanguinem  exaitant ; 
t{  aeftuque  exundanti  virus  arthriticum,  abluunt,  atripi- 
“ untque  ; turn  arthritidi,  turn  Chlorofi  limul  adverfantes.” 

“ the 
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“ the  morning ; which  interval  continued 
“ with  a calm,  quiet  pulfe  till  four  or  five 
“ in  the  afternoon,  when  the  fymptoms 
“ again  appeared.  In  fome  young  fubjects, 
“ where  evacuations  were  ufed  too  freely, 
“ either  by  bleeding  or  purging,  the  diforder 
“ proved  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly  fatal ; 
“ the  pains  of  the  head  became  violent, 
“ either  a convulfion,  or  hemiplegia,  or  both, 
“ fucceeded,  and  death  foon  followed.  A 
<£  decoction  of  the  bark,  with  rhubarb  fuf- 
“ ficient  to  keep  the  belly  open,  given  in 
“ fmall  dofes,  and  often,  (efpeeially  in  the 
“ intervals,)  commonly  removed  the  diforder 
“ in  a few  days,  with  great  certainty;  whilft 
“ bleeding,  purging,  and  diaphoretics,  often 
“ rendered  the  difietnper  tedious,  and  fome- 
“ times,  as  is  obferved  above,  fatal.” 

Having  formerly  noticed  the  impropriety 
of  applying  the  fame  mode  of  practice  to 
every  cafe  of  a difeafe,  or  of  prefcribing 
merely  from  its  name,  inftead  of  confider- 
ing  the  ftate  of  the  conftitution  affected 
with  it,  I cannot,  perhaps,  better  conclude 
the  prefent  article  than  by  referring  to  the 
general  directions  with  regard  to  blood-let- 
ting, dictated,  with  equal  fimplicity  and 

precifion, 
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precifion,  by  the  elegant  phyfician  of  the 
Auguftan  age.* 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  In  LONDON, 

F ram  the  30 th  of  June  to  the  End  of  September. 

Lid:  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Praddice. 

ACUTE  DISEASE S- 


SUMMER  Fever 1 8 

Cholera 3 

Dyfentery  ...  . 8 

Small-pox  7 

Scarlatina  .........  . . g 

Meafles 6 

Hooping  Cough 8 

Contagious,  malignant  Fever  . 27 

Chicken-pox  1 

Eryfipelas  1 

Catarrh 8 

Acute  Rheumatifm  5 


* A.  C.  Celf.is,  lib.  ii.  cap.  10,  De  fanguinis  detra&ione 
pci  venas. 


Inflammatory 
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Inflammatory  Sore -throat 
Ulcerated  Sore-throat  . . 
Aphthous  Sore-thvoat  . . 
Angina  parotidsea  .... 

Axillary  Abfcefs 

Pleurify  .....  . ..  . . . 

Peripneumony 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  . 
Inflammation  of  the  bowels 
Hepatitis  ........ 

Nephritis  ........ 

Apoplexy 

Haemoptoe  . . ...  . ... 

Haematemef.s 

Inteftinal  Haemorrhagy.  . 
Meuorrhagia  and  Abortus 
Ephemera 

Slow  Fever 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers 
Acute  Difeafcs  of  Infants 


5 

n 

a 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 
2 
2 

1 

2 
I 

4 

i 

. 2 

3 

5 

3 

6 

26 


Tertian 2 

Hectic 17 

Hemic  rani  urn  . .. 1 


CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpncea  . ....  37 
Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  17 

Spitting 
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Spitting  of  blood 2 

Pleorodvne  5 

Chronic  Rheumatifm  . ....  16 

Lumbago  and  Sciatica 5 

Dropfy 21 

Afthenia 33 

Head-ache  and  Vertigo  ....  19 

Syncope  1 

Hyfteria . 12 

Epikpfy 5 

Palfy 4 

Hypochondriacs  and  Melan- 
cholia . 7 

Hydrocephalus 1 

Palpitatio- 2 

Bilious  V omiting 9 

Dyfpepfia 39 

Pain  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  25 

Diarrhoea 39 

Piles  1 

Colic  3 

Colica  Piifbonum 2 

Conhipatio ' 8 

Gravel,  Stone,  and  Dyfury  . . 9 

Enurefis  1 

Haematuria 1 

Menorrhoea  and  Fluor  albus  . 18 
Chlorofis  and  Amenorrhcea  . .13 

Scirrhus 


r 

L 


1 6 1 


1798.] 


Scirrhus  and  Cancer  uteri 
Scirrhus  of  the  liver  . . . 

Prolapfus  ani  

Prolapfus  uteri • 

White  Swelling  , 

Scrophula 

Tabes  mefenterica  . . . . 

Worms 

Dentition 

Contra6tuia  . . . . . • . . 

Thrulh 

Strophulus . 

Lichen . . . 

Lepra  and  Scaly  Tetter  . 

Dandriff 

Purpura 

Herpes  

Intertrigo  

Impetigo 

Fcthvma 

J 

Itch  and  Prurigo 

Porrigo  

Acne  

Lupus  . 


) 
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Died  of  Meafles  1 ; of  the  Scarlet  Fever 
2 ; of  the  Small-pox  1 ; Malignant  Fever 
5 ; Fevers  in  infancy  3 ; He6tic  of  old 

age 
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age  3 ; Pulmonary  Confumption  7 ; Drop- 
fy  3 ; Hydrocephalus  1 ; Scrophulous  Ul- 
cers 1 ; Tabes  mefenterica  3 ; Purpura 
haemorrhagica  1. 

From  the  end  of  June  to  October,  the 
weather  was  moftly  warm,  cloudy,  and 
moift,  with  very  variable  winds  in  Auguft 
and  September.  Such  a feafon  after  Mid- 
fummer,  along  with  fome  intermixture  of 
inflammatory  complaints,  always  favours  the 
extenfion  of  infe&ious  Fevers,  and  heightens 
their  malignity.  This  obfervation  was  fully 
exemplified  during  the  month  of  September, 
in  which,  along  with  the  Scarlatina,  Mea- 
lies, &c.  there  occurred  a greater  number  of 
Contagious,  malignant  Fevers,  both  in  the 
city  and  adjacent  villages,  than  had  been 
known  for  many  years  before.  The  fatality 
of  the  difeafe  was  very  confiderable  ; one  of 
every  five  or  fix  perfons  affedfed  with  it 
having  died : whereas,  according  to  obferva- 
tions  formerly  made,  the  proportion  of  deaths 
from  malignant  Fevers  was  not  more,  during 
the  moft  unfavourable  feafons,  than  one  in 
feven  ; and,  at  favourable  periods,  but  one 
in  twenty  cafes.  Haemorrhagy,  aphthae, 
diarrhoea,  fubfultus  tendinum,  floccilegium, 
violent  delirium  ending  in  deafnefs  and  ffupor, 

hiccough, 
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hiccough,  and  involuntary  excretions,  were  the 
ulual  accompaniments  of  the  Fever.  There 
was,  however,  one  inftance  of  a recovery 
from  this  ftate  in  a girl  nineteen  years  old, 
who  had  frequent  cold  fweats,  with  a weak, 
'fluttering  pulfe,  and  who  remained  more  than 
eight  days  apparently  torpid  and  infenllble. 
A man,  aged  forty-eight,  after  having  reco- 
vered from  the  Fever,  relapfed  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  pafled  a fecond  time  through  all 
its  untoward  fymptoms.  I attended  him,  on 
the  whole,  forty  days.  I rccolledf  a ftmilar 
inftance,  O&ober,  1786,  in  a younger  man  ; 
who,  after  expofure  to  cold,  -was  affetfted 
with  violent  fhiverings,  fucceeded  by  heat, 
reftleflhefs,  pains  of  the  head  and  limbs,  a 
dry,  brown  tongue,  diarrhoea,  and  almoft 
conftant  delirium.  On  the  thirteenth  night, 
he  had  a warm,  univerfal  perfpiration  : in 
the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  his  tongue 
was  clean  and  moift  ; he  had  a good  appetite, 
was  perfectly  fenfible,  and  free  from  fever. 
In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  his  diforder 
returned  as  at  firft.  The  delirium,  which 
foon  commenced,  terminated  in  coma  ; the 
diarrhoea  likewife  returned,  and. his  discharges 
were  involuntary.  He  died  on  the  ninth 
morning  after  this  fecond  acceffion  of  fever. 

The 
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The  cafes  of  Cholera  and  other  .disorders 
of  the  bowels,  though  very  numerous,  pre- 
fented  nothing  new,  or  worthy  of  particular 
obfervation.  Inflammations  of  the  bowels, 
which  occur  at  this  feafon,  are  fometimes 
treated  flightly,  being  mi  flak  en  for  Entero- 
dynia,  Colic,  &c.  and  confklered  as  the  effeX 
of  indigeflion,  flatulence,  or  acrimonious 
bile.  Since  the  conferences  of  this  over- 
fight may  be  fatal,  a certain  diagnoflic  of 
Enteritis  would  be  a defirable  objeX.  The 
violent  and  alarming  fymptoms,  produced  by 
an  Inflammation  of  the  ileum,  or  of  any 
part  of  the  fmaller  inteflines,  enforce  atten- 
tion, and  have  been  fully  detailed  by  praXical 
writers.  Miflakes  chiefly  arife  refpeXing 
inflammation  of  the  lower  inteflines,  as  of 
the  colon  about  its  connexions  with  the 
reXum,  or  caecum.  It  does  not,  as  in  the 
other  cafe,  occafion  by  excruciating  pain 
inflant  debility  and  depreflion,  with  vomiting, 
cold  fweats,  &c.  There  is  at  firfl  a local 
but  moderate  pain,  fomewhat  aggravated  by 
preffute,  and  attended  with  thirfl,  and  general 
uneafinefs.  This  pain  feems  afterwards  to 
difFufe  itfelf,  producing  flrong  contraXions  of 
the  bowels  and  abdominal  mufcles,  which 
recur  from  time  to  time,  but  leave  confidera- 

ble 
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•)le  intervals  of  eafe  and  tranquillity  The 
liforder,  however,  differs  trom  the  colic  in 
his  refpeft,  that  it  is  not  attended  with  obfti- 
;ate  coftivenefs  ; and  that,  after  fufficient 
vacuations,  the  pain  is  not  mitigated.  On 
he  other  hand,  as  the  inteftine  is  tender  and 
robablv  contracted  about  the  feat  of  the 

J 

iflammation,  a moft  fevere  pain  is  often 
xcited  by  the  operation  of  the  mildeft  pur- 
gative. The  pulfe  may  at  the  beginning  be 
ard  and  contracted  ; but  it  foon  becomes 
-eak,  fmall,  and  perhaps  irregular.  There 
a fur  upon  the  tongue,  fomewhat  thick, 
id  of  a whitifh  colour.  The  urine  has  a 
nooth,  pink  fediment,  which,  as  the  difor- 
r advances,  changes  its  colour,  and  refem- 
es a rough  cretaceous  powder.  Vomiting 
not  a conftant  fymptom  in  this  form  of 
nteritis. 

When  improperly  treated,  the  difeafe  ter- 
inates  by  gangrene,  or  by  extenfive  adhe- 
ms  of  the  folds  of  the  inteftines,  and  an 
Fufion  of  matter  into  the  abdominal  cavity; 
hich  often  caufes  a large  tenfe  fwelling 
ternally,  and  proves  in  a fhort  time  fatal, 
an  examination  after  death  of  the  bodies  of 
ro  perfons  thus  affc£!ed,  when  the  peritoneal 
mbrane  was  divided,  there  ififued  out  with 

violence 
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violence  a moA  fetid  exhalation  ; and,  after 
it,  were  difcharged  between  two  and  three 
quarts  of  an  opaque,  thick  matter,  which  had 
been  lodged  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
There  was  much  inflammatory  exudation  on 
the  furface  of  the  bowels  : only  patches  of 
inflammation,  at  that  time,  appeared  on  them, 
and  on  the  edge  of  the  liver.  In  one  of  the 
cafes,  the  fpleen  feemed  almoft  converted 
into  a putrid  mafs. 

If  the  fmall  inteflines  Ihould  be  inflamed, 
a prompt  and  deciflve  mode  of  treatment  is 
requifite  ; otherwife  the  difeafe  terminates  in 
gangrene  and  death  within  twenty-four  hours, 
and  fometimes  in  eight  or  ten  hours.  Inflam- 
mation of  the  lower  inteflines  does  not,  as 
hated  by  fy hematic  writers,  terminate  on  the 
fourth  day  in  fuppuration  or  gangrene.  I 
have  known  it  continue,  with  repeated  pa- 
roxyfms  of  violent  pain,  for  ten  days  ; yet 
the  patient  has  recovered.  Should  we,  there- 
fore, be  called  to  fuch  a cafe  on  the  eighth 
day,  it  might  ftili  be  proper  to  coniider  it  as 
inflammatory  ; and,  according  to  tire  flate  of 
the  patient’s  conflitution,  to  employ  bleeding, 
particularly  cupping,  with  blifters,  fomenta- 
tions, or  the  warm  bath,  and  a ftri£l  ante- 
phlogiftic  regimen.  When  opiates,  warm 

purgatives, 
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purgatives,  aromatics,  and  fpirituous  drinks, 
are  incautioufly  adrainiftered  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  diforder,  it  becomes  inveterate, 
and  foon  terminates  fatally.  I have  been  mi- 
nute in  the  above  obfervations,  becaufe  fome 
lives  are  loft  every  autumn  by  not  diferimina- 
ting  Inflammation  from  other  complaints  of 
the  bowels,  which  take  place  in  great  num- 
bers, and  under  various  forms,  at  that  feafon 
of  the  year. 

The  fatal  cafe  of  Purpura  was  at  Dept- 
ford : die  patient  a labouring  man  about  fifty 
years  ot  age.  His  diforder  was  of  the  hae- 
morrhagic kind.  (See  page  90.)  It  mu  ft  be 
remarked  as  a lingular  circumftance,  that 
blood  was  not  only  difeharged  from  the  nofe, 
mouth,  and  fauces,  but  iflfued  in  large  dreams 
from  under  the  nails  of  his  toes,  from  ftuall 
livid  veficles  about  the  throat  externally,  alfo 
from  fimilar  veficles  on  the  ferotum,  thighs, 
and  other  parts  of  the  body. 
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• ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 
* 

From  the  30 th  of  Sept,  to  the  End  of  Dec. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 

Practice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 

CONTAGIOUS,  malignant 

Fever  . 28 

Catarrh 44 

Scarlatina 18 

Small-pox  . . 7 

Hooping-cough 9 

Chicken-pox  1 

Gout  3 

Acute  Rheumatifm 13 

Ophthalmia . 3 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  9 

Ulcerated  Sore-throat 2 

Aphthous  Sore-throat 2 

Peripneumony 7 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  2 

Inflammation  of  the  bowels  . . 4 

Dyfentery 3 

Nephritis  1 

Apoplexy 4 

Haemoptoe 
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Hseraoptoe  i 

Hasmatemefis I 

Menorrhagia  and  Abortus  ...  3 

Ephemera 1 

Slow  Fever 5 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 7 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  23 

Pemphigus  infantilis 1 

Febris  miliaris 1 

Urticaria  febrilis 1 

Quotidian 1 

Hedtic 5 

Hemicrania 3 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 96 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  22 

Spitting  of  blood  2 

Pleurodyne 4 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 18 

Lumbago  and  Sciatica 7 

Dropfy 15 

Afthenia  25 

Head-ache  and  Vertigo  . . . . 11 

Hyfteria  5 

Epilepfy 3 

Chorea  . 1 

Palfy  6 

I Hypo 
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Hypochondriacs  and  Melan- 
cholia   6 

Hydrocephalus  2 

Palpitatio  ......  6 

Bilious  vomiting 3 

Dyfpepfia 50 

Pain  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  24 

Diarrhoea 33 

Piles  . 4 . . . . 5 

Colie 5 

Colica  Pi-Stonum 3 

Hernia 2 

Conftipatio 2 

Gravel,  Stone,  and  Dyfury  . . 5 

Enurefis  . . 3 

Xfchuria  . . . 2 

r 

Hsematuria  1 

Menorrhoea  and  Fluor  albus  . . 10 
Chlorofis  and  Amenorrhcea  . . 13 

Scirrhus  pylori 1 

Mammary  Abfcefs 1 

Scirrhus  and  Cancer  uteri  - . . 2 

Scirrhus  of  the  liver 4 

Jaundice  . 3 

Prolapfus  ani • 1 

Rickets  and  Struma  ......  8 

Tabes  mefenterica 1 1 

Worms  . . . . ir 


Dentithip 
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Dentition 


2 


Contra£lura 

Thrufh 

Strophulus 

Lepra  and  Scaly  T etter 

Purpura 

Pompholyx  

Herpes 

Intertrigo  

Impetigo 

Ecthyma 

Itch  and  Prurigo  . . . , 

Porrigo 

Acne 

Lupus 

Sycofis  


1 

2 


I 

I 

I 

1 

5 

2 

6 

3 

i 

i 


Died  of  Peripneumony  i ; Apoplexy  i ; 
falignant  Fever  5;  Scarlatina  anginofa  4; 
nall-pox  1 ; Pemphigus  1 ; Fevers  in 
fancy  2 ; He&ica  fenilis  3 ; Pulmonary 
onfumption  9 ; general  Dropfy  2 ; Hy- 
othorax  1 ; Hydrocephalus  2 ; Devon- 
ire  Colic  1 ; Ulcer  of  the  bread  1 ; 
:irrhus  of  the  pylorus  1 ; Tabes  mefen- 


t 


ica  1. 

Odlober  and  November  were  cloudy  or 
£gy,  with  much  rain  : in  December,  there 

I 2 were 
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were  twenty  cloudy,  and  ten  clear  and  frofty 
clays,  with  but  little  rajn  throughout. 

Malignant  Fevers  continued,  with  the  train 
of  fymptoms  hated  in  the  laft  report,  till 
nearly  the  middle  of  December.  The  fatal 
cafes  of  Scarlatina  were  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, when  the  difeafe  was  more  extended, 
and  more  virulent,  than  at  any  period  within 
my  recollection,  fince  the  years  1786,  1787. 
The  Small-pox  and  Hooping-cough  retained 
the  fame  proportion  to  Fevers  as  in  the  laft 
report ; but  I have  not  obferved  any  cafes  of 
Mealies  fince  the  middle  of  September. 
Rheumatic  and  other  inflammatory  com- 
plaints were  much,  increafed  by  the  humid 
air,  and  variable  temperature  in  OCtober,  and 
November.  Di folders  of  the  bowels  were, 
perhaps  for  a fimilar  reafon,  numerous  and 
violent.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  fame 
period  proved,  in  a more  than  ufual  degree, 
fatal  to  perfons  affeCted  with  Confumptions, 
and  other  pulmonic  difeafes  of  long  Hand- 
ing. 

A cafe  of  febrile  Nettle-rafh  being  put 
down  in  the  foregoing  lift,  I will  take  the 
opportunity  of  obferving,  that,  w'hen  the  Ur- 
ticaria is  an  acute  difeafe,  the  eruption,  which 
appears  on  the  third  day,  is  preceded  by  pain 

and 
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and  ficknefs  at  the  flomach,  head-ache,  a 
fenfation  of  anxiety  and  oppreffion,  with 
a quick,  fmall  pulfe,  a whitenefs  of  the 
tongue,  great  languor,  and  faintnefs.  Thefe 
fymptoms  are  partially  relieved  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  eruption  ; hut  the  conftitu- 
tion  remains  difordered  till  the  rafh  goes  ofF 
with  exfoliations  of  the  cuticle,  about  the 
eighth  day  of  the  difeafe. 

The  febrile  Urticaria  is  not  contagious. 
It  afte&s  adults  of  a plethoric  or  fanguine 
habit,  who  indulge  themfelves  with  eating 
and  drinking  too  freely.  I have,  however, 
often  feen  it  in  infants  and  children,  to  whom 
it  occafions  inexprellible  torment. 

Sennertus*  and  Junckerf  have  given  a 
fhort  account  of  this  difeafe.  Sydenham 
mentions  it  under  the  article  Febris  eryfipe- 
latofa.J  The  eruption  is  aptly  defcribed  by 
Linnaeus  in  the  following  terms  : “ Sudami- 
“ na  pruriginofar,  inaequalia,  ruberrima,  di- 
“ latabilia,  fugacia,  recidivantia,  furfuraceo- 
“ evanefcentia.  He6lica  brevis,  benigna.” 


* Frail.  Med.  lib.  v.  part  i.  cap.  2 6. 
f Confpeftus,  tab.  64. 

% Se<£t . v.  cap.  6. 
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An  Acute  Difeafe,  with  an  eruption  of 
Miliary  Puftules  on  the  fkin,  and  of  Aphthae 
in  the  mouth,  affects  particular  conflitutions 
during  the  fpring  and  autumn.  The  fymp- 
toms  of  it  will  be  defcribed  at  large  in  the 
Treatife  on  Cutaneous  Difeafes.  I fliall 
only  obferve  at  prefent,  that  this  complaint 
has  not  been  fatal  in  any  inftance  prefented 
to  my  obfervation  ; and  that  it  is  neither; 
contagious  nor  epidemical,  as  fome  of  the 
German  phyficians  have  fuppofed. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  by  the  Small- 
pox in  1798  greatly  exceeds  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year.  (See  page  140.)  This  difeafe. 
was  fo  general  in  1796,  that  few  could  have, 
efcaped  its  contagion.  The  new  fubje&s  for 
fuch  an  increafed  mortality  mufl  be  produced 
by  the  births  within  the  two  years,  and  by 
the  influx  of  adult  perfons  from  the  country 
who  never  had  the  Small-pox,  to  the  amount 
of  feveral  hundreds  annually. 


General  Bill  of  Mortality  for  the.  Year  1798. 


Abortive  and  Still- 


born  . , 

594 

Abfcefs  . . 

AreH  . , . 

Ague  . . . 

8 

Apoplexy, 

and  fud- 

denly  . . 

Afthma  and  Phthi- 


/ic  ........  421 

Bedridden 2 

Bloeding 22 

Burtlen  and  Rupture,  18 

Cancer 71 

Child-bed  .....  144. 


Colds 
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Colds 4 

Colic,  Gripes,  <tnd 
Twitting  of  the 
Guts  13 


Confirm ption  ....  45  3 3 
Convulfions  ....  3663 


Cough  aacl  Hooping 

Cough 41 S 

Croup 14 

Diabetes  ......  I 

Dropfy 784 

Evil 4 

Fevers  of  all  kinds  . 1754 

Fittula 3 

Flux . 12 

French  Pox  .....  39 

Gout  in 

Gravel,  Stone,  and 

Strangury  ....  16 

Grief  . * . . . r . . 7 

HeadmouldlhotjHorfc- 
fhoe^head,  and  Wa- 
ter in  the  head  ...  67 

Jaundice 69 

Jaw  locked z 

Inflammation  ....  384 


Lethargy 

1 

Livergrewn  .... 

T 

Lunatic 

83 

Mealies 

• 196 

Mifcarriage 

Mortifrciition  .... 

26-2 

t 

Palpitation  of  the 

heart  .......  1 


heart  .......  I 

Palfy . 86 

PJeurify  15 

Quinfy 5 

Rheumatifm  ....  3 

Rickets 1 

Scurvy  .......  .*  4 

Small-pox -237 

Sore-throat  12 

1 *•  « 

Sores  and  Ulcers  . . 11 

Spafm  2 

St.  Anthony’s  Fire  . 4 

Stoppage  in  the  ttg- 

mach 4 

Teeth 370 

Thrufh 49 

Worms  3 

Violent  Deaths,  Ca~ 

fualties,  &c.  . . . 247 


Itch 1 

Chriftened  ....  Males  ....  9497  7 

Females  ...  8430^  i7j927* 

Buried Males  ....  8964  7 o 

Females  . . . 9191  J 1 ’ *5* 


Out  of  this  number,  5728  died  under  two 
years  of  age,  394  between  eighty  and  a hun- 
dred, and  2 upwards  of  a hundred. 
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ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 


From  the  if  of  Jan.  to  the  10th  of  Feb.  1799. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 

Pradtice. 


ACUTE  DISEASES. 

CATARRH 33 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  . 1 

Acute  Rheumatifm 9 

Ophthalmia . . 4 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  4 

Ulcerated  and  Specky  Soie- 

throat  6 

Scarlatina  anginofa .......  5 

Meafles  * . . . 3 

Small- pox 4 

Hooping  Cough 7 

Malignant  Fever 5 

Slow  Fever 4 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  ...  4 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  . . . 12 
Pemphigus  infantilis 1 


Quotidian 2 

He£tic  3 


CHRONIC 
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CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpncea 86 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  17 

Spitting  of  blood 5 

Epiftaxis 2 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 6 

Rheumatic  Tooth-ache  ....  4 

Sciatica,  Lumbago,  &c.  ...  8 

Dropfy 7 

Afthenia  . 19 

Cephalaea  and  Vertigo 17 

Syncope 1 

Palfy 6 

Chorea 2 

Epilepfy I 

Hyfteria 2 

Palpitatio  3 

Hydrocephalus  1 

Dyfpepila 15 

Gaftrodynia 8 

Enterodynia IO 

Haemorrhoids 2 

Diarrhoea  10 

Colica  Pidtonum 2 

Hernia 2 

Gravel ^ 

Enurelis 2 

I 5 Htematuria 
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Hasmaturia  1' 

Ifchuria 4. 

Menorrhoea  . , 5 

Chlorolis  and  Amenorrhoea  , . 5 

Fluor  albus  2 

Scirrhus  uteri  1 

Scirrhus  hepatis 2 

Struma  .............  8 

Contra&ura  1 

Tabes  mefenterica  2 

WormS  6 

Dentition ' ....  . 37 

Thrufh.  ............  4 

Papulous  Eruptions  on  the  Ikin,  3 

Lepra  r 

Scaly  Tetter 3 

Prurigo  1 

Itch  . 4 

Scald-head 6f 

Ecthyma 3. 

Impetigo  I 

Shingles £ 

Erythema  2 

Gutta  rofea  2 

During  the  period  above-mentioned,  the 
only  difeafes  which  claimed  attention  from 
their  frequency,  were  catarrhal,  and  other 
' - pulmonic 
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pulmonic  affe£fions.  Thefe,  however,  pro- 
bably from  the  mildnefs  of  the  feafon  after 
the  firft  week  in  January,  were  not  fo  fatal, 
nor  nearly  fo  violent  in  their  fymptoms,  as 
flmilar  cafes  occurring  about  the  fame  period 
for  three  years  paft.  Cafes  of  the  Hooping 
Cough,  like  wife,  were  numerous  among 
children,  but  not  fatal  to  any  within  my 
knowledge.  Dr.  Fothergill’s  remarks  on  this 
difeafe,  with  his  eftimate  of  its  extent  and 
fatality  in  different  years,  may  be.  recom- 
mended to  notice.*  His  plan  of  adminifter- 
ing  repeatedly  antimonial  emetics,  though 
on  many  occafions  advantageous,  is  not 
found  fo  generally  fuccefsful  as  has  been 
flated  by  him  in  the  “ Medical  Obfervations 
“ and  Inquiries. ”f  The  Hooping  Cough  at 
its  commencement  has  a febrile  ftage,  which 
lafts  one,  two,  or  three  weeks.  Afterwards, 
although  the  paroxyfms  of  coughing  recur  at. 
intervals,  it  ranks  as  a chronic  difeafe. 
While  the  febrile  fymptoms  continue,  the 
requifite  mode  of  practice  is  the  fame  as  for 


* On  Weather  and  Dil'eafes,  for  May,  December,  &c. 
1751-2. 

f Vol.  iii.  p.  319. 
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the  Mealies  in  their  latter  flage,  — by  bleed- 
ing, or  the  application  of  leeches  ; by  emetics, 
bliffcers,  purgatives,  fomentations,  warm  va- 
pour, pediluvium,  or  other  remedies,  ac- 
cording to  the  patient’s  conflitution,  and  to 
the  urgency  of  fymptoms,  jointly  confidered. 
In  mitigating  the  feverity  of  the  cough,  and 
in  prolonging  the  intervals  between  the  pa- 
roxyfms,  at  the  latter  period  of  the  diforder, 
I have  found  a watery  folution  of  opium 
more  efficacious  than  the  extradb  of  hemlock, 
or  any  other  narcotic  medicine  hitheito  em- 

The  difeafe  entitled  Pemphigus  infantilis 
coincides  in  its  appearances  with  the  Veficu- 
lar  Fever,  dcfcribed  by  medical  writers  on  the 
continent.  It  begins  two  or  three  days  after 
birth  in  weak,  emaciated  infants,  with 
large  oblong  veficles,  containing  a femitran- 
fparent  lymph,  and  furrounded  by  a dark-red 
or  livid  bafe.  The  veficles  are  often  nume- 
rous, and  appear  fucceffively  on  the  neck, 
breall,  thighs,  and  abdomen.  When  bro- 
ken, they  are  fucceeded  by  fpreading  and 
painful  ulcerations.  The  pain,  fever,  and 
reftleffnefs,  attendant  on  the  malady,  were 
not  alleviated  by  the  bark,  or  other  remedies 
employed  for  it ; but,  in  every  cafe,  I have 

yet 
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yet  feen,  extinguished  life  within  feven  or 
eight  days. 

It  is  not  perhaps  amifs  here  to  obferve,  that 
the  numerous  cafes  of  Pemphigus,  given  of 
late  in  periodical  publications  relating  to  me- 
dicine, have  no  affinity  with  the  Vehicular 
Fever,  but  defcribe  a chronic  eruption,  well 
known  in  North  Britain,  and  there  denomi- 
nated the  Water-blebs;  cafes  of  which  have 
likewife  been  repeatedly  marked  in  the  prece- 
ding lifts  of  difeafes  under  die  title  of  Pom- 
pholvx. 

Under  the  article  Ifchuria  are  comprized 
two  cafes  of  the.  Renal  Ifchuria,  which  I 
have  elfewhere*  ftated  as  a difeafe  affecting 
children,  and  fometimes  adults.  It  is  ufually 
the  effect  of  an  inflammation  of  the  bowels, 
or  melentery  ; and,  if  not  early  discriminated 
and  treated  with  judgement,  it  terminates  in 
gangrenous  patches,  becoming  Suddenly 
fatal. 


* Medical  Fa&s  and  ObCcrvations,  vol.  ii. 
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ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON', 

From  the  io th  of  Feb.  to  the  20 th  of  March. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 

Practice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 

CATARRH 37 

Acute  Rhenmatifm  ...  7 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  4 

Ophthalmia 3 

Peripneumony 2 

Malignant  Fever  .........  7 

Scarlatina  anginofa  . . . . ...  10 

Meafles  ; 7 

Plooping  Cough 3. 

Small-pox  ......  .....  . . . 3 

Herpes  '.softer  1 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  ...  4 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  . . . 1 1 

Tertian  2 

HeiStic  ............  2! 

Hemicrania  ..........  4 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 87 

Haemoptoe  - . . . . 5 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  12 
Chronic 
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Chronic  Rheumatifm 18 

Sciatica 2‘ 

Aftheaia  ............  19 

Dropfy  6 

Paralyfis 6 

Apoplexy  3 

Cephalnea  ...........  6 

Vertigo  and  Syncope  .....  6 

Hyfteria 3 

• St.  Vitus’s  Dance 3 

Dyfpepfia 12, 

Haematemefis  .........  1 

Gaftiodynia 7 

Enterodynia 3 

Diarrhoea  8 

Conftipatio  ............  2 

Scirrhus  of  the  liver 1: 

Jaundice  1 

Diabetes r 

Gravel  and  Dyfury 3 

Menorrhoea 5; 

Chlorofis  and  Amenorrhoea  . . 6 

Fluor  albus  3 

Haemorrhoids  2 

Tabes  mefenterica  3 

Struma  . . . . 3 

Lichen  pilaris * , 2 

Prurigo  ............  3 ; 

Lepra 


I 


Lepra  . . . . 
Purpura  . . , 
Gutta  rofacea 
Impetigo  . . . 
Ecthyma  . . . 

Itch 

Porrigo  . . . 


2 

5 

i 

6 
8 


It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  notwithband- 
ing  the  predominance  of  Inflammatory  com- 
plaints during  the  laft  fix  weeks,  putrid  Fe- 
vers, and  the  Scarlatina  anginofa  in  its  ma- 
lignant form,  have  been  very  prevalent. 
The  latter,  more  efpecially,  has  proved  in 
many  inftances  fatal ; and,  in  thofe  who  re- 
covered, it  produced,  after  the  cefiation  of 
the  fever,  anafarca,  fwelling  of  the  abdomen, 
fwelling  of  the  lips  and  parotid  glands,  bru- 
mous ophthalmia,  with  an  eruption  of  the 
Favus,  and  hedbical  fymptoms  of  long  dura- 
tion. This  difeafe  fpread  from  London  to 
the  adjacent  villages,  and  was  almob  uni- 
verfal  in  Sommers  Town,  during  the  month  of 
February. 

By  the  term  Conbipatio  is  expreffed  not 
merely  coftivenefs,  but  a boppage  of  the 
bowels  from  fome  organical,  or  local 
affedbion,  as  hernia,  and  intrcifnfceptio ; 
„ fcirrhobty, 
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fcirrhofity,  or  flriCtures  of  fome  portion  of 
the  inteftine,  narrowing  and  often  obliterating 
the  canal.  Tumors  and  fingular  concretions, 
external  to  the  bowels,  have  occafionally  the 
fame  effeCi.  Strictures  take  place  in  differ- 
ent fituations  ; hut  they  occur  fo  frequently 
about  the  figmoid  flexure  of  the  colon,  near 
its  termination  in  the  reCtum,  that  this  part 
ilrould  be  carefully  examined  in  every  cafe  ot 
a total  obftrudtion  of  the  bowels.  The  in- 
fertion  of  an  unyielding  tallow  candle, 
though  often  praCtifed,  has  been  generally 
found  painful  and  inefficacious.  It  is  requi- 
iite  for  the  purpofe  to  employ  a bougie  thir- 
teen inches  long,  and  of  a proportionate 
flrength ; which  fhould  alfo  be  diredled,  with 
a nice  hand,  by  a fkilful  furgeon.  I lately 
faw  a lady  thus  relieved,  who  had  been 
twenty-fix  days  without  any  evacuation  from 
the  bowels,  and  who  feemed  nearly  exhauft- 
ed  by  violence  of  pain,  and  diftenfion  of  the 
abdomen,  inceffant  vomiting,  hiccough,  cold 
fweats,  &tc.  It  is  remarkable  how  long 
patients  fubfift  under  thefe  difirefling  circum- 
fiances.  In  one  inflance,  the  time  was  twen- 
ty-nine days  in  another  patient,  thirty- 

* This  cafe,  with  obfervations  upon  it,  appears  in  the 
London  Medical  Journal  for  1784,  vol.  v.  p.  402^ 
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three  Jays.:*  As  the  latter  recovered  after 
enduring  ev.ery  torture  fuch  a diforder  could 
inflict,  pradlitioners  may  be  encouraged  to* 
perfevere  fteadily  in  their  attentions,  and  tp- 
retain  fome  hopes  even  in  the  greatefl;  extre- 
mity. 

The  cafe  of  Diabetes  is  given  at  larger 
with  the  appearances  after  death,  by  Dr. 
Marcet,  in  the  fir-11  volume  of  the  Medical 
and  Phyfical  Journal.  This  difeafe  has  been 
relieved,  and  the  faccharine  quality  of  the 
urine  removed,  by  animal  diet,  and  the  ge- 
neral plan  recommended  in  Dr.  K.olio'3 
treadle  on  die  fubjedfc : but  I never  yet  met 
with  a confirmed  cafe,  wherein  there  was 
not  fome  confiderable  diforder  of  the  confli- 
tution,  or  a defedt  in  fome  organ  efieatial  to 
life. 


• i-n  . • N • -*  . ' . * 

* Dr.  W.  Robertfon,  now  phyfician  at  Bath,  attended' 
the  perfon  here  referred  to,  who  {offered  no  inconvenience 
afterwards.  The  cafe,  with  the  Dodtor’s  remarks  upoj*  it,, 
wifi,  L-Jiope,  be  foon  publiffaed. 


ACCOUNT 


1 799*1  [ i§7  K 

ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  m LONDON^ 

From  the  201b  of  March  to  the  20 th  of  April- 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own. 
Practice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 

CATARRH 22 

Acute  Rheumatifm  ....  5 

Pleuritic  Stitches 3 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  1 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  4 

Specky  Sore-throat  . 2 

Ophthalmia  . 7 

Scarlatina 6 

Meafles , . 3 

Small-pox  ...........  3 

Malignant  Fever  . 

Slow  Fever  .........  „ 6 

Abortus  and  Menorrhagia  ...  4 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 2 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  8 

Tertian  ............  1 

Hedtica  y 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpnosa  .....  79 
Haemoptoe  and  Pkthifis  ....  18 

Chronic 
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Chronic  Rheumatifm  . 
Lumbago  and  Sciatica  . 

Droply  . . * 

Struma  

Afthenia 

Hyfteria 

Fpilepfy 

Chorea  . 

Paralylls 

Cephalaea  . ...  . . . 

Epiftaxis 

Dylpepfia  . 

Gaftrodynia  

Enterodynia 

Diarrhoea  ....... 

Colica  Pictonum  . . . 
Haemorrhoids  . ...  . 
Jaundice  ....... 

Fluor  albus  ...... 

Chlorofis 

Worms  ........ 

Tabes  mefenterica  . . . 

Scirrhus  . . 

Itch  and  Prurigo  . . . . 

Lepra . . 

Nettle-rafh  ...... 

Purpura 

Gutta  rofea 


12 

5 

9 

5 
21 

3 
2 
2 

6 
8 

1 

10 

5 

4 
8 

2 

3 
2 

4 
8 

3 

o 

0 

2 

74 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Porrigo 
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Porrigo 4 

Impetigo 1 


The  Mealies,  which  prevailed  extenfively 
In  February,  are  at  prefent  declining.  I11 
one  child,  who  had  been  previoully  affedted 
with  the  Hooping  Cough,  the  ralh  was 
fucceeded  by  numerous  livid  fpots,  dilFufed 
over  nearly  the  whole  body,  and  refembling 
thofe  of  the  Purpura,  or  the  Petechiae  fine 
febre,  in  their  moll  dangerous  form.  No 
harm,  however,  enfued  ; and  the  complaint 
was  removed  in  about  eight  days. 

The  Scarlatina  has,  during  the  laft  three 
weeks,  become  much  milder  ; fo  that  all  the 
cafes  put  down,  terminated  early  and  favour- 
abl  y. 

Inflammation  of  the  eyes,  next  to  Ca- 
tarrh, Cough,  and  Rheumatifm,  feems  to 
have  been  the  moll;  general  difeafe.  It  was 
very  troublefome ; and,  in  many  cafes,  of 
long  duration.  The  fame  complaint  oc- 
curred epidemically  in  the  months  of  Febru- 
ary, March,  and  April,  of  the  laft  year. 
(See  page  149.) 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  the 
Icch,  which  is  ufually  rife  in  the  fpring- 
feafon,  has,  during  the  laft  fix  weeks,  taken 
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a very  wide  range,  and  appeared  in  many 
refpecStable  families,  never  before  liable  to  its 
vifitations. 

Many  cafes  of  the  Porrigo  having  been 
rioted  in  the  two  preceding  months,  I think 
it  proper  here  to  remark,  that  under  this 
generic  term  are  comprized  the  Achores, 
Favi,  Scabies  capitis,  and  Crufta  laftea, 
defcribed  by  medical  writers,  and  often 
confidered  feparately.  The  word  Tinea, 
Employed  in  nearly  the  fame  fignification 
as  Porrigo,  is  an  Arabic  term  corrupted, 
and  fhould  therefore  be  banilhed  from  pro- 
feffional  language ; more  efpeciallv  as  we 
have  an  appropriate  claftical  term  handed 
clown  to  us  from  the  higheft  authority  : — 

Porrigo  autem  eft,  ubi  inter  pilos  quasdam 
“ quad  fquamulae  furgunt ; easque  a cute  re- 
<{  folvuntur ; et  interdum  madent,  multo 
il  fepius  ficcae  funt.  Idque  evenit  modo 
“ fine  ulcere,  modo  exulcerato  loco. 
“ Huic  quoque  modo  malo  odore,  modo 
u nullo  accedente.  Fereque  id  in  capillo 
“ fit,  rarius  in  barba,  aliquando  etiam  in 
6t  fupeicilio.”*  — To  this  account  may  be 
added,  that  the  difeafe  is  contagious  ; and 


* Celf.  de  Medicin.  lib.  vi.  cap.  2. 
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that  its  puftules  often  extend  from  the  fcalp 
to  various  parts  of  the  body.  Hence  it  has 
been  confounded  with  the  Itch,  from  which, 
howeyer,  it  is  diftinguifhable  by  the  form, 
contents,  and  diftribution,  of  the  puftules. 

The  term  Impetigo  applies  only  to  the  firft 
Ipecies  of  the  difeafe  fo  denominated  by  Cel- 
fus:  — “Quae  fimilitudine  Scabiem  repraefen- 
“ tat ; nam  et  rubet,  et  durior  eft,  et  exul- 
•“  ceraf,  et  rodit : . . . videnturque  efte  in 
41  ea  quaft  bullulae  quaedam,  ex  quibus,  in- 
41  terpoftto  tempore,  quaft  fquamtilae  folvun- 
“ tur.”*  — ■ He  diftinguifhes  another  com- 
plaint, fomewhat  ftmilar,  but  with  larger 
puftules,  — “ Diftat  autem  ab  ea  quae  magis 
“ exulcerata  eft,  et  varis  ft  miles  puftulas 
“ habet.”  — This  probably  refers  to  the  Ec- 
thyma, a difeafe  frequently  noted  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  arid  which  is  characterized 
by  an  eruption  of  inflamed  puftules,  termed, 
by  the  Greeks,  Phlyzacia,f  appearing  rnoftly 
on  the  extremities ; but  neither  contagious 
nor  attended  with  fever. 


* Celf.  lib.  v.  cap.  28.  §.  17. 

f Hippocr.  Praenot.  Coac.  §’.  z.  — Compare  Celf.  lib.  v. 
cap.  28.  §.  15. 
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ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20 th  of  April  to  the  20 th  of  May. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Practice. 


FEBRILE  DISEASES. 

CATARRH 13 

Acute  Rheumatifm  . . 5 

Hooping  Cough 6 

Meafles 5 

Scarlatina  4 

Chicken-pox  1 

Contagious,  malignant  Fever  . 3 

Slow  Fever 4 

Child-bed  Fever 3 

Febrile  Difeafes  of  Infants  . . 9 

Aphthous  Sore-throat 3 

Haemoptoe  I 

Hasmatemefts  1 

■Quotidian 1 

Tertian 1 

Heftic 5 

CHRONIC 
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CHRONIC  DISEASES. 


Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 36 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  7 

Pleurodyne  4 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 15 

Afthenia 21 

Dropfy 7 

Scrophula 5 

Rachitis 2 

Cepbalaea 8 

Epilepfy 1 

Vertigo  2 

Dyfpepfia 10 

Pains  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  14 

Diarrhoea 6 

Conflipation  2 


Chlorofis,  &c 

Menorrhoea 

Abortion 

Fluor  albus 

Dyfury  and  Gravel  . 


Haemorrhoids 2 

Tabes  mefenterica 5 

Scirrhus  . , 

Tooth-rafh,  See 5 

Itch  and  Prurigo 


Lepra  and  Scaly  Tetter  ....  5 

K Intertrigo 
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Intertrigo 2 

Acne  5 

Nettle -r  a fh 1 

Purpura 2 

Erythema 1 

Porrigo 8 


I rom  the  20th  of  April  to  the  middle  of 
May  the  atmofphere  was  chill,  damp,  and 
cloudy,  the  wind  being  moftly  north,  north- 
eah,  and  north-weft.  The  prevailing  difeafes 
were  Coughs,  Catarrh,  Rheumatifm,  Hoop- 
ing Cough,  and  Meafles.  All  the  cafes  of 
Meafl.es,  as  well  as  of  the  Scarlatina,  and 
Malignant  Fever,  terminated  favourably.  One 
patient,  two  years  old,  died  in  the  febrile 
ftage  of  the  Hooping  Cough,  which,  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year,  feldom  happens.  The 
cafe  of  Haemorrhagy  from  the  ftomach  and 
bowels  proved  fatal  within  two  days,  many 
quarts  of  black  blood  being  difcharged  bv 
frequent  and  violent  fits  of  vomiting. 

The  difeafe  entitled  Chlorofis  is  attended 
with  palenefs  and  emaciation,  depraved  ap- 
petite, fuppreflion  or  non-appearance  of  the 
catamenia,  pains  of  the  ftomach  and  limbs, 
with  anafarca  ; fixed  pains  of  the  head, 
difficulty  of  breathing,  Sec.  Young  females 


are 
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are  often  afte&ed  with  it,  who  follow  a 
fedentary  occupation  in  clofe  flreets,  or 
narrow,  crowded  tenements,  and  feldom 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  frelli  air.  The  diforder 
is  not,  however,  confined  to  this  clafs  of 
people.  We  cannot  be  furprifed  that  young 
ladies,  of  the  higheft  rank,  fhould  fuffer 
cequally : eight  months  of  the  year  they 
fit  on  thick  carpets,  in  clofe  rooms,  heated 
oy  regifter-ftoves  ; have  large  fires  kept  in 
heir  bed-rooms,  never  ftir  out.  except  in 
carriages,  and  are  often  too  much  reftri£ted 
n their  diet.  The  weaknefs  and  extreme 
notability,  induced  by  this  mode  of  living, 
lot  only  brings  on  the  Chlorotic  flate,  but, 
.fter  the  flighted:  expofure  to  damp,  or  cold 
Jr,  renders  them  alfo  liable  to  be  affedted 
vith  Pains  and  Inflammations  of  the  bowels, 
^heumatifm.  Head-ache,  Catarrh,  Phthifis, 
c.  more  efpecially  as,  in  the  article  of  drefs 
t that  period  of  life,  health  is  always  facri- 
ced  to  fafhion. 

An  effectual  remedy  for  Chlorofis,  but  more 
) when  affiffed  by  exercife,  and  a proper  re- 
imen,  is  the  folution  of  Green  Vitriol,  with 
xed  alcali  and  myrrh,  recommended  by  the 
ite  Dr.  Griffiths.  The  refult  of  this  com- 
ound is  a precipitation  of  iron  from  the 
K 2 vitriol, 
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vitriol,  and  the  formation  of  a neutral  fait. 
As  the  medicine,  in  a liquid  form,  is  generally 
found  ofFenfive  to  the  ftomach,  it  rauft  appear 
de ill  able  to  obtain  feparately  the  precipitate, 
which  may  be  afterwards  combined  at  plea- 
fure  with  the  fait,  with  myrrh,  or  any  other 
ingredient,  and  made  into  pills.  Such  a pre- 
paration of  Iron  I have  been  in  the  habit  of 
prefcribing  ever  fince  the  year  1783,  and 
believe  that  all  medical  practitioners,  after 
having  once  given  it  a fair  trial,  would  be 
difpofed  to  employ  it  more  frequently  than  any 
other  Chalybeate.  An  opportunity  of  expe- 
riencing its  good  efFeCts  is  afforded  to  every 
one,  as  it  may  now  be  had  of  the  principal 
chemifts  in  London  : it  is  alfo  prepared  with 
great  accuracy  at  Apothecaries’  Hall,  and 
fold  there  under  the  title  of  Ferrum  praecipi- 
tatum.*  For  the  following  obfervations,  re- 
fpeCting  this  preparation,  I am  obliged  to 
Mr.  Francis  Moore,  the  ingenious  chemical 


* Pills  made  of  the  unwafhed  precipitate,  combined  with 
myrrh,  have  been  advertifed  and  fold  as  a noftrum.  I am 
forry  to  notice  a circumftancc  fo  difgraceful  to  the  medical 
profcffion,  blit  muft  obfervc,  that  the  above  prefcription  was 
communicated,  fome  years  ago,  to  the  vender  of  the  pills, 
by  a Fellow  of  the  London  College  of  Phyficians,  under 
whofe  name  the  medicine  is,  I believe,  yet  fold  and  re- 
commended to  public  attention. 

operator 
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operator  at  the  Hall.  [See  Report,  0£f. 
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“ I have  repeatedly  made  the  Ferrum 
“ Praecipitatum  from  Dr.  Griffiths’s  valuable 
“ medicine,  which  is  a carbonated  oxyd  of 
“ iron,  mixed  with  fulphat  of  pot-afh.  The 
“ following  procefs  appears  to  me  the  heft, 
“ and  affords  a very  beautiful  preparation, 
**  viz.  Twelve  pounds  of  fulphat  of  iron 
“ (green  vitriol)  are  diffolved  in  twenty-four 
“ gallons  of  difliiled  water,  with  the  addition 
“ of  eight  ounces  of  fulphuric  acid,  which 
“ greatly  accelerates  and  affifts  the  folution 
“ of  it.  About  twelve  pounds  of  kali  p.p. 
“ are  to  be  added,  or  more,  till  no  farther 
“ precipitation  is  vihble,  care  being  taken 
“ not  to  put  in  too  much  kali,  as  it  re- 
“ diffolves  a fmall  proportion  of  the  iron. 
“ The  precipitate  mufb  then  be  wafhed  with 
“ a quantity  of  hot  di hilled  water,  fufficient 
“ to  diffolve  all  the  fulphat  of  pot-afh  formed, 
“ and  is  afterwards  to  be  carefully  dried  for 
“ ufe.  — I prefer  the  precipitate  obtained 
“ without  heat,  confidering  it  as  more 
“ carbonated  and  likely  to  agree  better 
“ with  the  homach.  This  mode  affords  one- 
“ twelfth  of  precipitate  more 'than  when 
“ made  with  hot  water,  but  the  colour  is 
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ltfs  beautiful,  and  it  dries  of  a grittv  or 
“ brittle  confidence.  — The  excefs  of  Sul- 
phuric acid  is  ufed  as  a medium  to  car- 
“ bonate  the  iron,  as  well  as  adid  the  Solu- 
tion at  fird,  by  the  carbonic  acid  which  it 
6‘  difengages  from  the  kali  in  its  combination.” 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20th  of  May  to  the  20 th  of  June . 


Lid  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  mv  own 

J 

Pra£Iice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 


EASLES 


11 


X v JL  Hooping  Cough  ....  3 

Scarlatina  2 

Catarrh 8 

Acute  Rheumatifm 6 

Rheumatic  pains  of  the  face  and 

jaw 5 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  4 

Aphthous  Sore-throat 3 

Angina  parotidaea 1 

Pneumonic  Inflammation  ...  4 


Inflammation  of  the  bowels  . . 1 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  3 

Hepatitis  1 

Nephritis 
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Nephritis 
Volvulus 

Ophthalmia * • 3 

Otalgia  1 

Eryfipelas 2 

Zona  herpetica  1 

Synochus,  or  Summer  Fever  . . 6 

Contagious,  malignant  lever  . 6 


Apoplexy 2 

Epiftaxis 3 

Hasmoproe 4 

Haematemefis 2 

Inteftinal  Hsmorrhagy  ....  2 

Renal  Hasmorrhagy 2 

Slow  Fever 2 


Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 3 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  12 

Tertian . 1 

Hedlica 3 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Aflhenia  . 43 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 31 

Chronic  Rheumatifm  .....  20 

Lumbago  and  Sciatica 7 

Pleurodyne 4 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ....  12 

K 4 Cephalaea 
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Cephalaea 6 

Epilepfy 2 

Chorea  i 

Paralyfis 2 

Dyfpepfia 1 1 

Gaftrodynia y 

Enterodynia 3 

Bilious  vomiting,  and  Diarrhoea,  12 

Jaundice 3 

Gravel,  Stone,  &cc 4 

Chlorofis 4 

Menorrhcea 8 

Abortion 3 

A menorrhcea  4 

Fluor  albus  . , 3 

Emaniio 2 

Scirrhus  uteri 1 

Scirrhus  of  the  liver 2 

Dropfy  3 

Struma 6 

Tabes  mefenterica 4 

Hydrocephalus 1 

Worms  3 

Hemorrhoids 2 

Prolapfus  ani  1 

Scaly  Tetter 4 

Nettle-rafh 1 

Pompholyx 1 

Impetigo 
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Impetigo 3 

EcSthyma  2 

Itch  and  Prurigo  * 12 

Gutta  rofacea .'  . . . 4 

Porrigo 3 

The  feries  of  incongruous  complaints,  hated 
in  the  above  lift,  is  an  ufual  effetft,  in  our 

climate,  of  hot  fun-fhine,  counteracted  by 
the  fharp  eaft  and  north-eaft  winds,  which 
moftly  prevail  from  the  commencement  of 
fpring  till  the  furpmer  folftice.  Indeed,  the 

difeafes  of  winter,  fpring,  and  fummer,  feem 
to  have  been  crowded  together  within  the  laft 
fix  weeks,  and  have  kept  medical  pradliti- 
oners  almoft  conftantly  engaged. 

Among  contagious,  epidemic  diforders,  the 
Meafles  have  lately  taken  the  lead ; but, 
from  an  infpedtion  of  the  lift,  it  will  appear, 
that  inflammatory  and  haemorrhagic  com1- 
plaints  formed  the  moft  extenfive  fet  of  acute 
difeafes ; the  latter  feries  being  particularly 
violent  and  obftinate,  and,  in  many  inftances, 
fatal. 

The  cafes  of  Renal  Plaemorrhagy  were 
attended  with  nearly  the  fame  fenfations  as 
are  felt  in  Nephritis.  Blood  was  difeharged 
along  with  the  urine  for  eight  or  ten  days, 
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Small  coagula  were  alfo  frequently  pafied 
with  very  confiderable  pain.  The  difeafe, 
entitled  Haematuria  in  many  preceding  lifts 
of  complaints,  differs  from  the  Renal  Hae- 
morrhagy  which  occurred  this  month,  in 
being  wholly  without  fever.  It  moftly  af- 
fe£ts  boys,  and  has  many  returns;  but  neither 
occafions  pain  of  the  loins,  nor  any  particular 
uneafinefs. 

1 he  Angina  parotidasa  (Mumps  or  Branks) 
afFedfted  a young  man,  26  years  of  age. 
When  his  tefticle  was  fwelled  and  inflamed, 
as  ufual  on  the  5th  day  of  the  difeafe,  he 
became  delirious,  fometimes  comatofe,  had  a 
weak  pulfe,  a dry,  brown  tongue,  and  other 
fymptoms  of  a malignant  Fever.  The  cafe, 
though  alarming  in  its  appearance,  terminated 
favourably  on  the  fourteenth  day.  I do  not 
think  this  difeafe,  during  the  laft  twenty 
years,  has  ever  been  epidemic  and  contagious, 
as  ftated  by  Dr.  Ruffel!.* 


* ee  Angina  hbec  ex  ep'demicis  una  eft  et  contagiofa,  et 
“ per  totas  domus  graflari  folet,  nifi  antea  fortal’se  juvenes 
<e  eodem  morbp  laboraverinr.”  Dr.  Ruficll  has  given  an 
enlarged  account  of  this  difeafe  in  his  treatife,  de  Morbis 
G.’andularum,  page  115.  He  alfo  relates  a cafe,  attended 
with  violent  fever  and  delirium,  which  proved  fatal : the 
patient  had  been  twice  bled : the  other  remedies  employed 
for  him  were  blifrers,  purgatives,  and  nitre,  page  117. 


In 
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In  the  cafe  of  Hepatitis  the  peritoneal 
covering  of  the  liver,  on  its  upper  fide,  feemed 
to  be  the  part  chiefly  affected.  The  edge  of 
the  liver  was  hard,  and  painful  when  preffed. 
The  tongue  was  covered  with  a whitifh  fur ; 
the  pulfe  was  languid,  and  not  frequent ; 
the  patient  was  rather  coflive,  but  had  no 
, vomitings.  He  referred  his  complaint  to 
drinking  cold  water  after  being  much  heated 
with  w'ork.  'The  whole  duration  of  the 
difeafe  was  three  weeks  ; the  pain,  and  tu- 
mour, and  hardnefs,  gradually  yielding  to  the 
repeated  application  of  leeches,  with  the  ufe 
of  calomel  and  fal  catharticus  amarus. 

Intermittents,  fo  far  as  my  knowledge  has 
extended,  have  not,  any  time  within  twenty 
years,  been  epidemic  in  London:  their  num- 
ber in  all  the  foregoing  lifts  muft  indeed 
appear  remarkably  final).  Dr.  Sydenham* 
mentions  them,  as,  in  his  time,  frequent 
and  inveterate ; and  Dr.  Fothergill,  not  fifty 
years  ago,  has  marked  their  regular  occur- 
rence every  fpiing  and  autumn. f Whence 


* Conftitutio  epidemica  Annorum  16C1,  62,  63,  64, 
Londini. 

f On  Weather  and  Difeafes,  May  and  September,  1751  ; 
April  and  June,  1753  ; June  and  September,  1754. 
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can  arife  this  difference  ? I am  difpofed 
to  refer  it  to  the  pra£tice  of  draining,  and 
to  the  improved  modes  of  cultivating  land  in 
Effex,  Kent,  and  fome  other  adjoining  coun- 
ties, from  which  either  agues  were  formerly- 
imported,  or  the  effluvia  caufing  them  were 
conveyed  by  particular  winds,  not  to  any 
change  which  the  air  of  London  itfelf  has 
undergone. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  10th  of  June  to  the  20th  of  July. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 
Practice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 


SCARLATINA  anginofa  . 7 

Mealies 6 

Small-pox 2 

Chicken-pox 1 

Hooping  Cough 2 

Contagious,  malignant  Fever  . 3 

Acute  Rheumatifm  7 

Catarrh * 5 

Ophthalmia 3 


Inflammatory 
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Inflammatory  Sore-throat  . . 3 

Aphthous  Sore-throat 4 

Pneumonic  Inflammation  ...  1 

Inflammation  of  the  bowels  ^ . 2 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  1 

Haemorrhagy  from  the  bowels.  . 2 

Hsernorrhagy  from  the  lungs  . 7 

Renal  Haemorrhagy 1 

Epiftaxis 2 

Synochus,  or  Summer  Fever  . 6 

Child-Bed  and  Milk  Fever  . . 3 

Febrile  Difeafes  of  Infants  . . 9 

Hedlica 6 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 32 

Pleuritic  Stitches 2 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  7 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 11 

Lumbago  and  Sciatica 6 

Afthenia 25 

Paralyfis 4 

Head-ache  and  Vertigo  ....  6 

Melancholia 3 

Chorea  1 

Hyfteria ! 

Diarrhoea  and  Bilious  vomiting,  18 

Dyfpepfla  x 

Gaftrodynia 
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Gaftrodynia io 

Enterodynia 6 

Devonfhire  Colic 2 

Chlorofis  and  Amenorrhcea  . . 4 

Menorrlioea 5 

Abortus 2 

Fluor  albus 3 

DyW 3 

Ifchuria 7 

Enurefis 1 

Tabes  mefenterica 6 

Dropfy 9 

Struma 5 

Worms  3 

Kickets.  . 3 

" Jaundice 4 

Scirrhus  of  the  liver 1 

Scirrhus  of  the  uterus 1 

Stone  and  Gravel  .......  3 

Itch  and  Prurigo 7 

Lepra 1 

Scaly  Tetter 2 

Lichen 2 

Impetigo 1 

Eczema * I 

Ecthyma 3 

Porrigo 2 

Acne 2 

Much 
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Much  rain  fell  at  the  latter  end  of  June, 
and  in  the  month  of  July  : the  wind  was 
variable,  but  moflly  weft,  fouth-weft,  weft- 
fouth-weft,  and  fouth-fouth-weft.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  chill,  and  moill  flate  of  the  air, 
inflammatory  complaints  hill  bore  a large 
proportion  to  infectious  and  other  acute 
difeafes.  The  difpofltion  to  H^morrhagy  has 
alfo  continued  with  the  fame  effects  as  were 
hated  in  the  lah  report. 

All  the  cafes  of  Scarlatina,  Meafles,  Fever, 
and  Hooping  Cough,  terminated  favourably. 

I am  forry  to  fuggeh  the  poffibility  that  the 
Meafles  may  occur  twice  in  the  fame  perfon, 
but  have  little  doubt  of  it  from  a circum- 
hance  which  took  place  in  the  prefent  month.  ' 
Two  children,  under  feven  years  of  age,  had 
the  difeafe  very  feverely  from  a female  fervant 
who  was  taken  ill  after  her  entrance  on  duty 
at  the  houfe.  No  precaution  was  obferved 
refpe&ing  the  children,  whom  I myfelf  had 
attended  through  the  meafles  under  a mild 
form,  in  July,  1797.  They  then  received  the 
infection  from  a girl  who  came  to  fpend 
with  them  the  Midfummer  vacation  from  a 
fchool,  where  the  young  ladies  had  been 
generally  affccSled  with  the  difeafe.  Similar 
inflances  have  been  occaflonally  mentioned 


to 
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to  me  by  practitioners,  but  I remained  fome- 
what  incredulous,  till  daggered,  or  rather  con- 
vinced, by  the  cafes  above-mentioned.  It 
may  not  be  amifs  to  remark,  that  one  of  the 
children  had  the  Scarlatina  two  years  before. 
The  only  conclufion  I can  at  prefent  draw 
from  thefe  cafes  is,  that  the  eruption,  if 
merely  attended  with  watery  eves  and  a fen- 
fation  of  roughnefs  in  the  throat,  is  not 
always  fufficient  to  prevent  a return  of 
the  complaint  afterwards,  with  fevere  cough, 
hoarfenefs,  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  a 
violent  diforder  of  the  conftitution. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20th  of  July  to  the  20th  of  Augujl. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 

Pradftice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 


M?s!? ’ 

Small-pox i 


Hooping  Cough  ........  3 

Contagious, 
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Contagious,  malignant  Fever  . 7 

Synochus,  or  Summer  Fever  . . 4 

Cholera 1 

Slow  Fever  and  Hedtic  ....  4 

Catarrh 6 

Acute  Rheumatifm 2 

Eryfipelas  1 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  3 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 3 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  8 


CHRONIC  DISEASES 


Aflhenia 

Chronic  Rheumatifm  . . . . 


Paralyfis 

Apoplexy 

Cephalaea 

FI  y fieri  a 

Epilepfy 

Cough  and  Dyfpnoea  . . . . 

Haemoptoe  

Pleurodvne  

Pulmonary  Confumption  . . 

Dyfpepfla . . 

Gaftrodynia  

Pyrofls 

Enterodynia 


• 28 
. 10 
. 8 
. 2 
. r 

• 5 

. 2 

. 1 

• lS 

. 2 

. 1 

• 5 
. 12 

• 7 

. 2 

• _ 5 

Diarrhoea 
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Diarrhoea 13 

Bilious  vomiting 3 

Colica  PitStonum 1 

Haemorrhoids 4 

Fluor  albus 5 

Menorrhoea 5 

Chlorolis,  &c 7 

Jaundice  2 

Scirrhus  of  the  liver 1 

Scirrhus  of  the  womb 2 

Prolapfus  1 

Dyfury  1 

Worms . 2 

Rickets 3 

Struma 4 

Tabes  mefenterica 2 

Lichen  . 2 

Lepra 1 

Scaly  Tetter 3 

Urticaria I 

R ofeola 1 

Erythema 1 

Ringworm  1 

Itch  and  Prurigo 13 

Porrigo 2 

Acne  3 

Lupus 1 


The 
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The  long  continuance  of  wet  and  cold 
weather  has  not  produced,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  two  lad  months,  any  conhderable  ex- 
tenhon  of  difeafes.  No  complaint  was 
fo  general  as  the  Mealies,  which  have 
fpread  more  widely  fmce  the  foldice.  The 
difeafe  has  however  appeared  in  a very  mild 
form,  as  it  often  does  in  the  fummer  months, 
with  but  a flight  cough,  and  a moderate 
degree  of  fever. 

The  Malignant,  contagious  Fevers  occurred 
in  the  clofe  and  crowded  dwellings  of  the 
poor.  That  the  number  of  them  fhould  be 
greater  than  ufual  might  be  partly  owing  to 
the  long  feries  of  damp  and  -windy  days, 
which  confined  mod  of  the  individuals  of 
families  at  home,  and  prevented  ventilation 
by  open  windows,  &c.  Neverthelefs,  in- 
duction, from  the  experience  of  many  years, 
enables  me  to  afeertain,  that  mild  open 
winters,  and  chill,  even  though  moid  fum- 
mers,  are,  on  the  whole,  mod  favourable  to 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  London.  In 
confirmation  of  this  remark,  I beg  leave  to 
quote  Dr.  Fothergill’s  “ Obfervations  on 
“ Weather  and  Difeafes,  November,  1751.” 
— “ The  conclufion  of  the  lad  and  the  be- 
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“ ginning  of  the  prefent  month  were  mode- 
“ rate,  and  the  weekly  Bills  of  Mortality 
“ very  little  affe£ted.  After  the  cold  and 
“ frofty  weather  fet  in,  the  burials  increafed 
“ from  319  to  395,  and  kept  up  nearly  to 
“ the  fame  number  the  week  following.  A 
“ more  temperate,  moift  feafon  fucceeding, 
“ reduced  them  to  338.  It  has  been  fre- 
“ quently  obferved,  and,  as  far  as  the  Bills 
“ may  be  depended  on,  is  demonftrable,  that 
“ an  excefs  of  wet,  with  moderate  warmth, 
“ is  not  fo  injurious  to  our  conftitutions,  as 
“ a fevere  cold  feafon.” 

He  farther  remarks,  in  the  report  for 
December,  1757,  “ From  comparing  the  ac- 
“ counts  of  the  weather  given  in  the  pre- 
“ ceding  months,  it  will  appear,  that  the 
“ feafons,  excepting  a greater  tendency  to 
“ rain  than  has  happened  for  feveral  years 
“ pad,  have  been  uncommonly  moderate ; 
“ no  extremes  of  heat  or  cold,  nor  any  great 
“ or  fudden  changes,  in  refpecf  to  either  of 
“ thefe  qualities.  This  may,  perhaps,  in 
“ a great  meafure,  have  contributed  to  the 
“ healthinefs  of  the  year  in  this  metro- 
“ polls,  it  having  been  before  obferved,  that 
<£  no  weather  is  in  common  fo  little  pro- 

<£  ductive 
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dudtive  of  acute  and  fatal  difeafes,  as  the 
“ warm  and  the  moift,  nor  any  fo  dangerous, 
“ in  thefe  refpedts,  as  the  oppoftte.” 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  20th  of  Augujl  to  the  20 th  of  Sept . 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  iny  own 
Pradtice. 


ACUTE  DISEASES. 

CONTAGIOUS,  malignant 

Fever  19 

Meafles  14 

Scarlatina 2 

Small-pox 4 

Hooping  Cough 3 

Catarrh 10 

Pneumonic  Inflammation  ...  4 

Acute  Rheumatifm 3 

Eryftpelas 1 

Epiftaxis 1 

Haemoptoe  2 

Haematemefts 1 

Inteftinal 
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Inteftinal  Haemorrhagy  ....  i 

Hepatitis i 

Enteritis 2 

Synochus,  or  Summer  Fever  12 

Cholera 2 

Slow  Fever 5 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  15 
Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 3 

Aphthous  Fever 2 

Hydrophobia 1 

Hedlica 4 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpncea 26 

Phthifis  pulmonalis  10 

Pleurodyne I 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 5 

Afthenia 19 

Anafarca 8 

Paralyfis 2 

Dyfpepfia 20 

Gafhodynia 1 1 

Enterodynia,  and  Colic  ....  10 

Conftipatio  3 

Bilious  vomiting,  and  Diarrhoea,  22 
Chlorofis  and  Amenorrhcea  . . 15 

Fluor  albus  4 

Menorrhcea 3 

Prolapfus 
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Prolapfus  uteri  . . . 
Scirrhus  of  the  uterus 
Scirrhus  of  the  liver  . 

Jaundice 

Tabes  mefenterica  . . 

Worms 

Dyfury  and  Gravel  . 

Lepra 

Shingles 

Nettle- rafh 

Erythema 

Itch 

Porrigo  


1 

2 

1 

4 

n 

D 

3 

5 

3 

2 

I 

I 

6 

3 


The  number  of  Contagious  Fevers  has 
been  much  increafed  during  the  month  of 
September,  either  from  a continuance  of  the 
caufes  afllgned  in  the  laft  report,  or  from 
the  general  influence  of  the  autumnal  feafon 
on  the  human  body,  by  which  it  is  rendered 
more  than  ufually  fufceptible  of  almoft  every 
fpecies  of  infedtion  (fee  page  105).  This 
effedi  appears  from  the  proportion  of  Fevers 
to  other  acute  difeafes  hated  in  the  above  lift, 
and  is  farther  proved  by  the  obfervation  of 
pra&itioners  differently  ftationed  ; all  of 
whom  agree,  that,  along  with  Malignant 
Fevers,  the  Mealies,  Small-pox,  Scarlatina, 

&c. 
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&c.  have  begun  to  fpread  rapidly  and 
widely. 

Perfons,  much  expofed  to  the  viciflitudes 
of  the  atmofphere,  were  affedled  with  the 
Synochus,  with  Eryfipelas,  pneumonic  In- 
flammation, Diarrhoea,  Cholera,  and  violent 
Pains,  or  Inflammation  of  the  bowels,  dif- 
eafes  which  have  been  attended  with  con- 
flderable  danger,  and,  in  many  infiances, 
fatal.  In  one  of  the  cafes  of  Summer  Fever, 
which  did  not  at  firfl:  feem  alarming,  a rafli 
fuddenly  appeared  on  the  neck  and  arms, 
before  the  end  of  the  fit  ft  week ; livid  fpots, 
with  a dry,  brown  tongue,  fucceeded  : the 
patient  became  tremulous,  confufed  in  his 
ideas,  and  unable  to  articulate  : he  died  on 
the  third  day  from  the  commencement  of 
thefe  fymptotns  (fee  page  42).  A cafe  of 
Inflammation  of  the  bowels  likewife  ter- 
minated fatally  on  the  fecond  day. 

Jaundice  frequently  occurs  at  this  feafon 
of  die  year,  unattended  by  any  confiderable 
pain,  or  fever ; and  feems  rather  owing  to 
an  increafe  of  the  biliary  fecretion  than  to  a 
ftoppage  of  the  du£ts  from  the  liver,  the 
faeces  being  tinged  with  bile  in  the  ufual 
manner.  Saline  purgatives,  or  a few  dofes 
of  calomel,  prefently  remove  this  com- 
plaint, 
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plaint,  which  affe£ts  children  as  well  as. 
adults.  ') 

The  cafe  of  Hydrophobia  occurred  about 
the  middle  of  Auguft  : the  patient,  a fine 
boy,  ten  years  old,  had  been  bitten  by  a dog, 
in  Fetter-Lane,  fix  weeks  before  the  dread 
of  water  commenced.  As  he  lived  no  more 
than  two  days  after  the  appearance  of  this 
fymptom,  I had  only  an  opportunity  of 
paying  him  a fingle  vifit.  His  pulfe  was 
then  hurried  and  irregular;  his  manner  con- 
fufed  and  agitated ; has  utterance  rapid  and 
abrupt ; his  eyes  appeared  bright  and  fpark- 
ling,  and  had  a mixed  exprefiion  of  wildnefs 
and  anxiety.  He  wras  perpetually  hawking 
up  fome  frothy  phlegm,  which  feemed  to 
irritate  the  larynx.  When  a glafs  of  water 
was  prefented  to  him,  a rattling  and  convul- 
sive motion  took  place  in  his  throat,  ren- 
dering deglutition  impracticable  : the  water, 1 
whether  applied  to  his  lips,  or  merely  put  in 
his  fight,  feemed  to  excite  every  mark  of 
confternation  and  horror.  All  the  above 
fymptoms  could,  however,  be  produced  bysJ 
other  means  as  ftrongly  as  by  the  application 
of  liquids.  When  the  attending  furgeon 
attempted,  without  any  objection  made  by 
the  patient,  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the  tonfils, 

L &c. 
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See.  the  fpoon  no  fooncr  approached  his 
teeth,  than  the  mufcles  of  the  throat  were 
thrown  into  violent  aftion,  and  he  made  a 
noife,  which  was  aptly  enough,  compared, 
by  thofe  around  him,  to  the  {barling  of  a 
fierce  dog  about  to  receive,  cha&ifement.  At 
the  time  of  our  vifit  to  this  wretched  boy, 
he  was  more  corapofed  than  he  had  been 
through;  the  preceding  night.  He  had,  we 
were  informed,  had  repeated  fits  of  raving, 
in  which  he  became  almoft  unmanageable, 
and:  endeavoured  to  bite  the  hands  of  thofe 
who  held  ham.  bn  the  evening  after  we  faw 
him,  he  began  to  complain  of  pain  in  the 
head,  and  of  violent  pains  in  the  fiomaeh 
and  bowels : his  fever  and  other  fymptoms 
appeared  to  increafe  ; and,  after  enduring 
dreadful  agony  for  feveral  hours,  he  expired 
about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The 
body  was  examined  by  an  attentive  and 
accurate  obferver,  Mr.  W h ately,  furgeon, 
of  Bedford-row,  to  whom  l am  obliged  for 
the  following  detail  of  the  appearances  after 
death  : 

“ On  opening  the  abdomen,  all  its  eon- 
“ tents  appeared  to  be  in  a found  ft  ate, 
<£  except  the  fpleen,  which  adhered  to  all 
“ the  parts  with  which  it  lies  in  contact ; 

“ and 
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**,  and  wm  fmalHer,  and  more  convex,,  on  itJfc  > 
“.  external  fide,  than  it  is  ufually  found  to 
“ be.  Thefe  appearances  in  the  fpleen  had  - 
“ been  evidently  produced  by  an.  inflam- • 
“ mation  of  that  organ,,  fonae  time  before 
“ tire  illnefs  which  was  the  immediate  caufe 
“ of  the  patient’s  death.  From  its  external. 
“ appearance,  the  fiomach  would  hav;e  heeir,, 
“ thought  free  from  difeafe ; but,  when  ft 
“•  was  opened,  the  whole  of  its  villous  coat., 
“ was  found  to  be  greatly  inflamed..  The. 

greateft  degree  of  this  inflammation  was. , 
“ at  tire  large  extremity  of  the  ftomach,  , 
“ and  particularly  about  the  car.dia,  around. 

which,  to  the  extent  of  two  or  three 
“ inches,  the  villous  coat  was  abraded.  The. , 
“ inflammation  did  not  extend  to  an.y  part  * 
“ of  the  intedinal.  canal  : it  ceafed  at  the 
“ pylorus  ; but  it  was  continued  from  the 
“ cardia,  along  the  cefophagus,  to  the  pha- 
“ rynx.  About  two  inches  of  the  internal 
“ coat  of  that  part  of  the  cefophagus,  which. 

“ joins  to  the  cardia,  were  alfo  abraded.  The 
“ inflammation  upon  the  oefophagus  was  not 
“ confined  merely  to  its  internal  furface,  but 
“ reached  to  its  external  coat,  on  which  it 
“ was  likewife  continued  through-  its  whole 
“ extent ; and,  in  different  parts  of  the*  cel- 
“ lular  membrane  adjpining  to.  it*  frnall 

L 2 “ quantities 


<f  quantities  of  effufed  blood  were  found. 

The  pharynx  was  very  llightly  inflamed. 
“ The  uvula,  palatum  molle,  and  tonfils, 
“ were  entirely  free  from  inflammation. 
“ The  left  lung  was  of  a more  folid  texture, 
u of  a darker  colour,  and  fuller  of  blood, 
“ than  it  is  ever  found  to  be  in  its  natural 
“ ftate ; all  which  circumftances  may  be 
“ confidered  as  the  effedts  of  inflammation. 
“ About  three  or  four  ounces  of  bloody 
<£  water  were  found  in  the  right  cavity  of 
“ the  chef!:.  There  was  likewife  a flight 
“ inflammation  on  the  internal  membrane  of 
“ the  trachea  ; but  it  ceafed  near  the  larynx, 
“ which,  with  the  epiglottis,  was  entirely 
“ free  from  inflammation.  There  was  fome 
“ inflammation  on  the  external  furface  of 
“ the  heart,  but  it  did  not  extend  to  the 
“ innfer  furface  of  the  ventricj.es.” 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 


From  the  20 th  of  Sept,  to  the  20th  of  Oct. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 


Practice. 


c 


ACUTE  DISEASES. 
ONTAGIOUS,  malignant 


Fever 


13 

Mcafles 


z 
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MeaJfles * . . ' $ 

, Small-pox -2 

.Scarlet  Fever  . . ; . 4 

Hooping  Cough 6 

Catarrh  and  Pneumonia  ....  1.3 

•Acute  Rheumatifm  2 

Ophthalmia  ...........  3" 

Eryfipelas 1 

Epiftaxis 1 

H^moptoe  . . . . 1 

Jnteftinal  Hsemorrhagy  ....  1 

Enteritis 1 

Cholera  ............  1 

Slow  Fever  . . . 1 

Abortus  and 'Menorrhagia  ...  6 


Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 5 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  11 

• • • • * • . 

He&ic  .5 


CHRONIC  DISEASES. 


Cough  and  Dyfpnoea 

• • • • 1 20 

Phthifis  pulmonalis  . 

.....  8 

Chronic  Rheumatifm 

• • • • • c 

Afthenia  ....... 

Dropfy  

Struma 

Cephala?a  .... 

L 3 

Hyfteria 
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Hyfterm ^ 

•Bpilqjfy t 

Hydrocephalus 2 

Dyfpepfia i5 

Ga-flrodynia * ...  10 

Entevodynia -6 

Diarrhoea,  and  Bilious  voimti ng.,  1/4 
Chlorofis  and  Amenorrhoea  . . 7 

•Ifchuria  .............  ;i 

Entirefis  ............  3 

El  nor  td bus  . , 3 

Cancer  j 

Tabes  mefenterica  2 

Worms  2 

Hernia 2 

Prola-pfus  uteri  . 1 

&irrhus  of  :the  diver  ......  1 

Jaundice  1 

£tri£ture  of  the  CEfophagus  . . 1 

Itch  ..............  6 

Prurigo  2 

I^ettle-rafli 2 

Shingles  1 

Impetigo 1 

jAcne 1 

Lupus I 

Erythema  « . ..  , . .. 2 

purpura  r ^ ^ . t 

Porrigo 
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Porrigo  . . . v . » . . . . • :5;0 

Thrulh 4 

Anthrax i 

The  train  of  difeafes  which  has  occurred 
during  the  prefent  month  differs  but  little 
from  that  in  the  preceding  one.  In  the  cafes 
of  Scarlatina  anginofa,  both  of  which  werb 
violent,  and  one  fatal,  the  rafh  re-appeared 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  difeafe,  that  is, 
feven  or  eight  days  after  the  decline  of  tlife 
primary  eruption,  and  went  a fecond  timfe 
through  the  trfual  cmirfe,  terminating  by  a 
freth  defquamation  (fee  page  78).  In  orife 

j 1"'  rv 

cafe  I remember  to  have  obferved  the  fame 
appearance  a third  time,  about  the  twentieth 
•day  of  the  diforder  : whenever  it  occurs,  it 
‘■marks  a lingering  and  virulent  diffemper. 

Tire  cafes  of  Bilious  vomiting,  which  have 
been  often  put  down  in  the  fummer  months, 
are  not  of  any  certain  duration,  nor  attended 
with  much  fever:-  indeed  the  pulfe'  is,  for 
the  raoft  part,  remarkably  flow.  Some  cafes 
are  attended  with  Syncope,  or  repeated  fits 
of  Fainting.  Dr.  Fothergill’s  remarks  on  this 
fubjeiSl  are  fo  correct  that  tinfe  can  be  added 
to  them  : “ September,  1752.  Many  have 
“ been  feized  with  pains  about  the  region 

L 4 o of 
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“ of  ftomach,  attended  with  ficknefs, 
“ VQm icing  of  green,  porraceous  bile,  and 
“ coftivenefs.  Shjverings,  latitude,  and  pain 
in  the  limbs,  often  accompanied  the  fird 
attack  ; in  fome,  the  lead  attempt  to  raife 
“ the  head  from  the  pillow  produced  a ten- 
dency  to  vomiting.  The  heat  in  mod 
“ was  moderate  : the  pulfe  final],  and  fcldom 
“ quick.  Small  dofes  of  the  falme  mixture, 
made  quite  neutral,*  with  abforbents,  and 
a few  drops  of  Tindf.  Thebaic,  commonly 
“ took  off  the  difpofition  to  vomiting  in  a 
“ diort  time,  and.  a dofe  of  rhubarb,  or 
“ hiera  picra,  then  was  retained,  and  gave 
effectual  relief. 

■ “ Emetics,  though  of  the  milded  kind, 

“ feemed  not  to  be  of  the  ufe  one  might 
“ have  expected.  The  pain  often  feemed  to 
be  increafed  afterwards  ; the  tendency  to 
“ vomiting  became  more  continual  ; the 
“ laffitude,  redleffnefs,  and  pronenefs  to 
“ vomit,  upon  motion,  more  troublefome ; 

“ and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  the  neceffary 
“ discharges  downwards  increafed.” 


* The  faline  draught,  in  the  fame  combination,  is  prefer- 
able when  taken  during  the  ftate  of  effervefcence. 


Cafes 
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Cafes  of  Scrophula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes 
mefenterica,  are  numerous  among  children  in 
the  upper  ranks  of  fociety,  owing  fometimes 
to  too  much  indulgence,  under  the  circum- 
ftances  mentioned  page  195,  fometimes  to  an 
oppofite  extreme,  adopted  with  an  idea  of 
giving  hardinefs  to  the  conftitution  by  violent 
oxercife,  thin  clothing,  and  a coarfe  or  fpar£ 
diet.  Among  children  of  the  lower  clafs, 
thefe  difoiders  become  inveterate  and  fatal, 
through  confinement,  bad  air,  want  of  clean- 
linefs,  and  improper  diet,  in  the  fituations  . 
hereafter  defci  ibed.  [ See  «he  report  for  March, 
iSco.]  If  their  exciting  caufes  can  be  to  any 
extent  obviated,  one  of  the  bell  remedies  for 
fuch  complaints  is  the  precipitate  of  iron* 
before  recommended  ; page  196.  The  pow- 
der, combined  with  a neutral  fait,  with  the 
fulfil  alcali,  or  with  rhubarb,  fo  proportioned 


* The  precipitate  made  with  cold  wafer,  as  mentioned 
page  197,  though  lets'  linking  in  its  appearance  than  that 
prepared  with  hot  water,  is,  I believe,  preferable,  being 
more  carbonated,-  and  having  a clofer:  affinity  with  Dr. 
Griffiths’s  chalybeate  medicine,  for  which  it  is  intended  as 
a fubftitute.  However,  both  the' preparations  are  kept  at 
Apothecaries’  Hall : their  refpeftive  advantages  may  there- 
fore be  afeertained  by  thofe  who  are  willing  to  make  the 
trial. 

L 5 
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as  to  a£t  moderately  on  the  bowels,  is  parti- 
cularly ufeful  to  infants  and  children,  who, 
along  with  general  debility,  palerrefs,  and 
'emaciation,  have  the  head  and  abdomen 
Cnormoufly  f welled.  For  infants,  the  dofe 
of  the  powder  is  hve  grains,  which  may  be 
taken  in  honey,  or  mixed  with  the  conferve 
■of  oranges.  Adults  take  from  eight  to  fif- 
teen grains  without  inconvenience,  and  ex- 
perience certain  relief,  under  the  ftate  of 
Aflhenia,  Dropfy,  Chlorofis,  &c.  ; and 
during  convalefcence  from  Hectic,  Slow 
Fever,  Rheumatifm*  •and  Scarlatina  anginofa. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

Train  the  10th  of  OB.  to  the  zo th  of  No<v. 

Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 

Pra&ice. 

ACUTE  DISEASES. 
/CONTAGIOUS,  malignant 


V_y  Fever 22 

18031161  Fever *5 

Meafles • • 12 


Catarrh 


✓ 
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Catarrh  .......  * r8 

Slow  Fever  ..  ..  ..  . .....  • 4 '•  ' 3 

Peripneumony  3 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  2 

Acute  Rhemnatifm 7 

Ophdialmia 2 

Angina,.  2 

Enteritis  I 

Eryjipelas  ...............  * 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  8 

Hooping  Cough  3 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 5 

Hedlic 4 


CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpnosa 32 

Haemoptoe  . ...  . . . . ..  . , . 3 

Pulmonary  Confumption  ...  6 

Pleurodyne  3 

Chronic  Rheumatifm  .....  14 

Afthenia .16 

Dropdy  & 

•Cephabea  4 

Vertigo  . 2 

Epilepfy . .3 

Hy  fieri  a 1 

Palfy 2 

L 6 Hydrocephalus 


I 

I 
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Hydrocephalus 

Palpitatio  . . , 

Dyfpepfia 

Gaftrodynia 

Ilaematemefis  

Bilious  vomiting  and  Diarrhoea, 

Enterodynia 

Haemorrhoids 

W or  ms 

Chlorofls  and  Amenorrhcea  . . 

Menorrhoea . . . 

Fluor  albus 

Prolapfus  uteri - . 

Scirrlins  uteri  


1 1 


7 

2 

J3 

5 

3 

2 

1 1 
-2 

3 

1 

2 


Gravel  and  Dyfury 
Scirrhus  of  the  liver 

Jaundice 

Tabes  mefenterica  . 

Rickets 

Struma  ....... 

Lepra  ....... 

Itch  and  Prurigo  . . 

Impetigo  

Nettle  -rafh  ...... 

Herpes  ... 

Acne  . 

Dandriff  

Porrigo  


3 

1 

2 


. 2 
. 10 

• 3 


. 1 

• 5 

. 2 

* 3 

Erythema 
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Erythema • i-  > 

Purpura  1 

Lupus 1 

f ' . .‘X  r)  * V) 

The  Meafles,  though  extenfively  diffufetl, 
have  continued  mild  and  moderate.  The 
Scarlet  Fever  has  increafed,  fince  the  laft  re- 
port, both  in  extent  and  in  the  violence  of 
its  fymptoms  but  the  Contagious  malig- 
nant Fever  has  been  the  moft  frequent,  as 
well  as  the  moft  fatal,  of  all  acute  difeafes. 
Of  the  number  fpecitied  in  the  lifts  for  the 
prefent  and  preceding-  month,  ten  patients 
died  ; whereas,  the  ufual  proportion  of  deaths 
from  this  Fever,  weft  ward  of  Temple-bar, 
is  one  in  feventeen  or  eighteen  cafes.  The 
habitations  of  the  poor,  within  or  adjoining 
to  the  city,  have  fuffered  greatly  ; and  fome, 
I am  informed,  have  been  almoft  depopulated,, 
the  infection  having  extended  to  every  in- 


* An  obfervation,  made  by  Dr.  Fothergill,  refpe&ing  an 
enlargement  of  the  Parotid  G lands  in  this  difeafe,  was, 
during  the  prefent  month,  repeatedly  verified  : — “ Both 
“ children  and  adults  had  fometimes  large,  hard  tumours  on 
“ each  fide  of  the  neck  externally : where  thefe  appeared 
early,  and  were  very  large,  the  fick  were  in  great  danger  ; 
u and,  if  they  recovered,  the  amendment  was  flow  and 
tedious.”  — On  Weather  and  Difeafes,  Q<£h  1751. 

:.T  mate. 
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mate.  The- rumour  of  a Plague  was  totally 
devoid  erf  foundation.  One  -of  the  perfons, 
faid  to  have  been  affe&ed  with  -it  from  open- 
ing fome  bales  of  pi  ize-cotton,  died  with  the 
ufual  fymptoms  of  a Peripneumony.  It  was 
afterwards  afeertained,  by  anatomical  dif- 
fe&ion,  that  his  death  was  occafioned  by  a 
violent  Inflammation  of  the  lungs,  which 
originated  from  intemperance  in  drinking, 
and  expofure  to  a cold  and  damp  air  at  an 
unfeafonable  time  of  the  night. 

The  Contagious  malignant  Fever  was,  in 
September,  attended  with  a dull  pain  of  the 
head,  great  debility,  or  fenfc  of  laflitude,  and 
pains  referred  to  the  bones,  tremblings,  refl- 
leflhefs,  with  flight  delirium,  a querulous 
tone  of  voice,  a fmall  and  frequent  pulfe, 
Teat  of  the  ikin,  thirfc,  and  a fur  upon  the 
tongue,  firft  of  a dirty  white  colour,  but 
turning,  in  the  latter  frage  of  the  difeafe,  to 
-a  yeilowifh  brown.  In  this  form  the  Fever 
continued  thirteen  days  without  any  dange- 
rous fymptom,  and  then  fuddenly  difappeared, 
leaving  the  patient,  for  fome  time  after,  languid 
and  difpirited.  All  the  individuals  of  a fami- 
ly were  fucceflively  aifedfed  with  the  fame 
train  of  fymptoms  ; many  of  them  fo  flightly 
as  not  to  be  much  confined  to  their  beds. 

To 
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To  a contagions  Fever  alone,  under  this 
mild  Form,  Dr.  Cullen,  preserving  a ftrifit 
analogy,  fhould  have  applied  the  denomina- 
tion of  Typhus  mitior.  He  has  improperly 
comprised  under  it  the  flow  or  nervous  Fever 
defcribed  by  Hu^'Ham  and  Gilchrist, 
which  may  rather  be  confidered  as  a Species 
of  Heftic,  and  is  not  'received  by  infection. 
[See  page  5.] 

In  OCtober  and  November,  the  difeafe,  as 
is  ufual,  afTumed  its  more  dangerous  form. 
The  pain  of  the  head  was  at  firft  excrucia- 
ting, and  attended  with  great  confirfion  of 
ideas  i a total  Ms  of  Strength  Suddenly  took 
place  ; and  the  limbs  felt  fore,  as  if  they  had 
been  all  over  bruifed.  The  puife  was  weak 
and  irregular : a thick  fordid  brown  fur  co- 
vered all  the  upper  part  of  the  tongue  ; the 
tongue  itfelf  became  hard,  dry,  -and  almofl: 
immovable  ; and  the  teeth  were  covered 
with  a brown  or  black  cruft.  There  was  a 
fmarting  or  burning  heat  of  the  fkin,  which 
conveyed  an  unpleaffant,  benumbing  fenfation 
to  the  fingers  and  wrift  of  the  practitioner 
who  felt  the  puife.  The  eyes  were  frequently 
fuffufed:  the  head-ache  terminated,  during 

the  fecond  week,  in  coma  or  ftupor,  with 
great  infenfibility,  deafnefs,,  See.  Thefe 

Symptoms 
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fymptoms  were,  however,  more  favourable 
than  a ftate  of  agitation  and  watchfulnefs. 
In  the  fatal  cafes,  there  occurred,  a few 
hours  before  death,  a laborious  refpiration, 
with  a fluttering,  irregular  pulfe,  difficulty  of 
fwallowing,  and  fometimes  hiccough.  A 
favourable  crifis  was  made  by  fweating,  ac- 
companied, in  fome  inftances,  by  a fenfation 
of  coldnefs.  A diarrhoea  took  place  only  in 
rone  patient.  The  critical  days  feemed  to  be 
the  feventh,  the  twelfth1,  the  fourteenth,  the 
feventeenth,  and  the  twenty-firfl  ; but  the 
moft  numerous  crifes  were  on  the  twelfth  and 
fourteenth.  The  changes,  whether  for  reco- 
very or  death,  took  place  very  fuddenly.* 
* 

: I did  not  obferve  petechial  fpots  in  any  of  the 
• cafes  ; nor  the  alternations  of  cold  fhiverings 
- with  flu  flies  of  heat,  which  moft  pradbical 
writers  defer ibe  as  the  primary  fymptoms  of 
' malignant  Fever. 

It  will  not,  perhaps,  be  difagreeable  to  my 
readers  that  I fhould  exhibit  the  following 
, table  of  critical  days,  made  from  a hundred 


* Although  the  total  abfence  of  fever  was  not  noticed  by 
the  irudical  attendants  till  on  the  days  put  down,  it  yet  ap- 
peared, on  a ftrift  invefligation,  that,  in  fome  patients,  the 
tongue  became  moift ; and  that  the  heat,  delirium,  &c.  were 
removed  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  evenings  or  night?. 

and 


1 799*]  [ 233  ) 

and  twenty  cafes  of  Malignant  contagious 
Fever,  in  which  the  beginning  and  termina- 
tion could  be  diftindlly  marked.  Let  it, 
however,  be  underftood,  that  the  cafes  were 
noted  at  different  feafons  of  the  year,  and 
not  put  down  in  the  order  of • fucceffion. 
I may  obferve  farther,  that  the  table  of 
crifes  here  given  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  coin- 
cide with  the  obfervations  on  the  fubjedt  made 
by  Hippocrates,  Aetius,  Galen,  or  Paulus  ; 
the  Remittents  and  ©ther  Febrile  difeafes,  ob- 
Jerved  by  them  in  the  ifland  of  Thafus,  in 
Greece,  and  Afia  Minor,  having  little  affinity 
with  either  the  Synochus,  or  Contagious  ma- 
lignant Fever,  occurring  in  this  country. 


Days  of  the  Fever. 

No.  of  Crifes. 

4 th, 

Six. 

5th  or  6th, 

Three. 

7th, 

Ten  ; one  cafe  fatal. 

8th  and  9th, 

Five  ; two  cafes  fatal. 

I Oth  and  1 ith, 

Ten  ; two  cafes  fatal  on 
the  10th  night;  three 
on  the  1 ith  day. 

1 2th, 

Twelve;  one  cafe  fatal. 

13th, 

Five  ; one  cafe  fatal. 

14th, 

Thirty;  one  cafe  fatal. 

15th, 

Two. 

1 6 th, 

None.  ' 17  tli, 

t 

1 — 1 
■tf- 

<N 

17th, 

Foiu  teen. 

18-h, 

One  ; fatal. 

One  ; fatal. 

20th, 

None. 

2 id, 

Twelve. 

2 2:1, 

Three. 

sHth, 

Two. 

29th, 

Three. 

40  th,  1 

Two. 

The  cafes,  which  extended  beyond  the 
sad  day,  were  either  fnftanees  of  the 
Synochus,  terminating  in  malignant  Fever, 
(page  42,)  or  of  the  latter,  when  its  ft  ages 
recurred  a fecond  time  m rhe  manner 

dated  page  163.  In  thofc  cafes  which 
temiiaated  on  or  before  the  7th  day,  the 
crifis  was  promoted  by  the  early  ufe  of 
emetics.  • - 

The  Peruvian  bark  was  of  no  confiderable 
advantage  in  the  Fever  above  defcribed,’  unlels 
emetics  had  been  adminidered  before  the 

r • » 

end  of  the  fourth  day.  Several  of  the 
patients  were  wa-fhed  twice  a day  with  cold 
water  and  vinegar,  with  only  temporary 

relief.  In  the  'moil  unfavourable  date  of 
the'  difeafe,  blitters  were  of  great  utility ; 
they  produced  a remiilion  of  the  fever,  made 

the 
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the  pulfe  more  free  and  regular,  and  feemccl 
to  be  the  means  of  procuring  reft.  Some 
patients  were  relieved  by  them,  in  whom  the 
lofs  of  light,  of  fpeec'h,  and  of  the  power  of 
deglutition,  feemed  to  threaten  immediate  dif- 
folurion,  If  two  or  three  perfons  Jie  in  one 
bed,  (which  often  happens  in  the  crowded 
dwellings  of  the  poor,)  fome  of  them  ufu- 
ally  falls  a victim  to  the  Fever ; I am, 
however,  happy  to  mention  one  or  two 
instances  of  a recovery,  during  the  prefent 
month,  even  in  fuch  unfavourable  iitutrcions. 

The  ftate  of  the  atmofphere  mull  have* 
undoubtedly  caufcd  the  great  extenfton  and 
aggravated  fymptoms  of  the  malignant  Fever. 
On  this,  fubjecl  it  is  proper  to  remark, 
that,  between  the  2ad  of  June  and  the  17th 
of  November,  in  a period  -of  one  hundred 
and  forty-feveu  days,  there  were  only  eight 
days  free  from  rain  ; a circumftance,  perhaps, 
unparalleled  in  meteorological  obfervations. 


ACCOUNT 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  L 


From  the  20 th  of  No-v.  to  the  10th  of 


Small-pox 

Contagious,  malignant  Fever  . 

Catarrh  . 

Acute  Rheumatifm  

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  . . . 

J 

Pneumonia  

Peritoneal  Inflammation  .... 

Phlegmone  teffcis 

Shingles 

Slow  Fever  

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 
Abortus  and  Menorrhagia  . . . 
Febrile  Difeafes  of  Infants  . . 


6 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

■n> 

3 

4 
8 


Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  own 


Practice. 


ACUTE  DISEASES. 

"EASLES  


21 


Scarlatina  anginofa  . . 8 


Hooping  Cough  . 


Hedlica  , . . 
Hemicrania  , 


• 5 

. i 

CHRONIC 
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CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  and  Dyfpncea  ...  . . 37 

Haemoptoe  and  PlitlliHs  . . . . 10 

Chronic  Rheumatifm  .....  16 

Lumbago  and  Sciatica  . ....  5 

Afthenia  ....... 16 

Dropfy  ..............  6 

Cephalsea  and  Vertigo  . . . . 10 

Paralyfis  2 

Epilepfy 3 

Hyfteria 1 

Lethargy  1 

Dyfpepfia 15 

Gaftrodynia 8 

Enterodynia 6 

Jaundice  . . . 1 

Diarrhoea 8 

Colica  Pidionum 2 

Llaemorrhoids 2 

W orms g 

Amenorrnoea  4 

Fluor  alb  us 1 

Haematui  ia  2 

Gravel  and  Dyfury g 

Struma  g 

Cancer  1 

Dentition  and  Tooth-ralh  ...  4 

Strophul 


[ •} 


t 


Strophulus $ 

Itch  and  Prurigo 6 

Ufcpra 4 

Ichthyofis  . . , i 

Urticaria  ............  i 

Pompholyx I 

Impetigo ^ 

Porrigo  . ^ 

Acne  .....  ^ 2 

Eiephantiafis i 


No  unfavourable  cafe  of  Meafies  has  yet 
occurred.  The  Scarlatina,  however,  has 
been  attended  with  violent  fymptcms,  and 
proved'  in  two  infeances  fatal.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that,  when  the  Scarlatina,  or 
Contagious,,  malignant  Fevers,  are  fully 
formed,  and  a froil  takes  place  fuddenlv, 
both  difeafes  are  thereby  much  aggravated, 
and  often  terminate  fatally  ; but,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  farther  d iff  up  on.  of  thefe.  and 
other  epidemical  contagious  diforders  is;  ufu- 
ally  prevented  by  a very  cold  armofphere. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  preient 
froft,  few  malignant  Fevers  have  appeared  ; 
but  tins  advantage  may  not  be,  peril  a 
fubjedt  of  congratulation,  as  the  n pic 
difeafes,  which  arife  during  a fevere  '.-.inter, 

are 


1 799-1  tr  2 39  ] 

nre  ufualjy  much  mote  extenhve  and  more 
deftruclive  than  Fevers. 

Many  cafes  have  been  noted  every  month 
under  the  articles  of  Cephalaja  and  Vertigo. 
Head-ache  takes, place,  unconnected  with  any 
particular  febrile  diieafe,  from  for  row,  fa~ 
tigue,  watching,  and  from  fudden  changes, 
of  temperature  in  fummer  as  well  as  in 
winter.  It  is  attended  with  a whitenefs  of 
the  tongue,  and  a fenfetion  of  weaknefs  or 
languor.  A fharp  and.  auick.  puife,  in  this 
complaint,  pioduc.es  a throbbing  at  the 
temples,  and  an  acute  pain  through  the 
whole  head.  Wlien  the  p.ulfe.  is  {Low  and 
feeble,  the  pain  is  deferibed  as  dull  and  heavy, 
fometimes  girding  round  the  head,  fometimes 
fixed  at  the  nape  of  the  neck.*  In  perfons 
who  have  conftitutionally  a very  languid 
circulation  of  the  blood,  the  latter  fpecies  of 
Head-ache  recurs  on  every  , flight  occafion, 
and  often  becomes  periodical,  returning  every 
day,  or  every  other  day,  at  a hated-  hour, 
independently  of  anv  manifeft  exciting  caufe. 
Under  this  form  it  has  received  another 


* With  how  much  greater  fc  verity  Oil.  cjihrder  rakc.v 
pl^cc  in  a warm  climate  may  be  feen.  iu  the  account:  of  it 
by  Cclfus,  lib.  iv.  cap.  a. 


name, 


[ 240  ] 

flame,  Hemicrania,  (or,  according  to  Tome 
writers,  Hemicranium,)  which  is  particularly 
obftinate  and  diftrefling.*  The  Hemicrania 
is  only  felt  on  one  fide  of  the  head : it  affects ' 
fome  females  at  the  period  of  the  ceffation 
of  the  catamenia  ; is  often  the  confequence 
of  external  injuries  to  the  head,  and  often  of 
flight  effufions  on  the  brain  of  water,  blood, 
&c.  from  internal  caufes : in  fome  perfons  it 
Is  connedfed  with  difeafes  of  the  eye,  in 
others  with  an  irregular  adtion,  or  fome 
organic  affedtion  of  the  heart. 


* Alterutram  partem,  dextram  vel  finiftram  duntaxat, 
exquiftte,  ac  ft  caput  per  medium  divifum  eflet,  fi  infeftet 
dolor,  Hemicrania  vocatur;  quae  a temporum  pulfatione 
fere  incipit,  et  ad  futuram  fagittalem,  caput  per  medium 
longitudinis  dividentem,  protenditur,  et  per  circuitus  terti- 
anos  vel  quartanos,  quod  tertio,  vel  quarto  die  redire 
foleant  didtos,  fere  segrum  exeicet:  eft  et  alia  fpecies,  quat 
ftata  hora,  fmgulis  diebus,  cum  dolore  lancinante,  in  an-  • 
gufta  aliqua  fede  calvaria;,  fxpe  per  aliquot  feptimanas, 
aegrum  mifere  torque  re  folet : qua  et  ego  jam  bis  circa 
fupercilium  oculi  dextri  obrutus,  et  per  aliquot  leptimanas 
cxcruciatus  fui.  F'lateri  De  Cap.  dolore  3.  Compare  Alex. 
Tralliah.  lib.  i.  cap.  12.  Paul.  .Eginet.  De  Re  Medica., 
lib.iii.  cap.  5.  Actuar.  Mcth.  Med.  lib.  vi.  cap.  2.  Gonxi 
Defin.  Med.  and  Chefneau,  Obf.  Med.  r.  Forefti  Obf. 
lib.  ix.  Hoffman,  tom.  i.  and  ii.  Confult.  ct  Refponf. 
jired.  &c. 
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Dr.  Fothergill  makes  the  following  remarks 
on  Head-ache,  March,  1753  : “ About  the 
“ middle  of  die  month,  divers  complained 
“ of  unufual  Head-aches,  attended  with  fe- 
4i  verifh  fymptoms,  which  lvere  often  very 
« alarming  at  the  firfl:  attack,  but  foon 
11  fubfided.  They  complained  firfl  of  pain 
“ or  ftiffnefs  in  the  neck,  with  darting  pains 
“ about  the  temples,  and  fo  acute  as  often- 
“ times  to  raife  the  pulfe  and  heat  confi- 
“ derably.  The  external  parts  of  the  head 
“ grew  fore,  and,  to  fuch  a degree,  as  it  was 
((  painful  to  reft  it  on  the  pillow.  Now 

<£  and  then  the  pains  remitted  an  hour  or 
<(  two,  and  again  returned  with  their  former 
<£  violence ; but  the  whole  abated  in  three 
<c  or  four  days,  and  gradually  wore  off, 
£<  leaving,  however,  a fort  of  uneafinefs 
about  the  head,  which  the  patients  com- 
<i  monly  compared  to  a cap  of  lead,  or  fome 
£t  heavy  fubftance,  incloftng  it.  Moderate 
il  bleeding  or  cupping,  blifters,  nitre,  joined 
“ with  volatiles,  in  fmall  dofes,  and  given 
4i  often,  were  ordered  to  feveral  under  thefe 
(i  complaints  with  advantage.’* 

Vertigo,  with  or  without  head-ache,  oc- 
curs more  efpecially  during  the  fumrner 
months : it  forms  a part  of  the  afthenic  ftate, 

M defcribed 
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defcriM  page  53,  but  is  often  a tranfitorv 
efFedf  of  expofure  to  hot  fun  {Line,  or  of  a 
ft  rang  heat  refledled  from  brick  walls,  giafs 
windows,  &q.  , It  like  wife  afjFe&s  perfons 
clofely  confined  to  occupations  requiring  a 
fixed  and  minute  attention,  as  engravers, 
painters,  engrpfiers,  compofitors,  watch-ma- 
ters, milliners,  lace-fpaugJers,  &c.  many  of 
whom  add  to  the  complaint  by  burning  char- 
coal in  their  work-rooms.  The  Vertigo  arifes 
from  many  other  caufes,  and  under  a variety 
of  circum fiances* *  : but,  in  the.prefent  work, 
I have  chiefly  to  note  its  proportion  to  other 
difeafes,  confidering  it  as  the  effedt  of  climate 
or  feafon.  In  this  point  of  view  Dr. 
Fothergill’s  observations  upon  it,  Aug.  1753, 
feem  very  applicable  : “ Many,  during  this 
“ month,  have  complained  of  diforders  in 
“ the  head,  before  the  rains,  about  the 
“ middle  of  tlie  month  efpecially.  Some 
“ had  a dizzinefs  to  fuch  a degree  as  to 
“ render  it  almofl;  dangerous  to  walk  abroad: 
li  others  had  acute  pains  afFecfing  one  part 
“ of  the  head  only,  as  the  forehead,  or  down 
“ one  fide,  with  great  languors,  ficknefs, 
««  and  a quick,  fmall  pulfe : in  feveral  of 

.!■  II.  ■ mm  m mm ...  » '■  1 

* HuSmajij  tom.  iii.  cap.  3. 

i.  • . . 
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“ thefe,  after  a few  days,  die  d herder  be- 
££  came  intermittent,  and  was  eafily  re- 
<£  moved  by  the  bark.  Indeed,  mod  of  the 
“ acute  difeafes,  that  have  occurred  in  this 
“ period,  have  djfcovered  a tendency  this 
“ way  ; the  head  heing  very  much  afflicted 
<£  during  the  paroxyfm,  not  fo  much  with 
“ violent  pain  as  with  great  confufion  and 
“ dizzinefs,  fo  far  as  to  he  unable  to  raife 
“ it  from  the  pillow  without  fuffering 
££-  greatly.  Bleeding  moderately,  at  fir  ft, 
“ with  an  emetic  as  foon  as  convenient,  the 
“ fali-ne  draughts  during  the  paroxyfm,  and 
“ the  bark  in  ftrbftanee  given  plentifully  in 
**  the  intervals,  foon  removed  the  complaints 
££  in  many  infianees.  Blifters  gave  no  re- 
££  lief,  but  moll:  commonly  brought  on  very 
££  violent  ftranguries,  which  fteems  to  be  their 
££  ufual  effefl  in  fummer  and  in  autumnal 
££  difeafes  more  than  in  thofe  of  the  fpring.” 
The  diforder  often  put  down  under  the 
title  at  Falpitatio  has  been  noticed  and 
properly  defcribed  by  our  countryman  Dr. 
Willis* : “ Falpitatio  eft  cordis  motus  five 
“ pulfus  inordinatus,  qui  aded  vehemens,  et 


* Dc  Medic.  Opcrat.  fee.  vi.  cap.  3.  Compare  Hoffman^ 
t<5m.  iii.  fee.  2,  cap.  1. 

M 2 ££  immanis 
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“ immanis  interdum  exiftit,  ut  non  folum 
tadfu  manifeftius  percipi,  verum  ct  oculis 
“ confpici,  iramo  interdum  ad  diflans 
“ quoddam  audiri  poffit.  Porto  ab  autoribus 
fide  dignis  narratur,  a vehementiore  cordis 
“ vibratione,  et  coftarum  percuffione  eas 
“ interdum  effringi ; aut  in  junioribus  foras 
“ propelli,  protuberantefque  manere.”  This 
difeafe  originates  from  fome  local  impedi- 
ments to  the  circulation,  as  dated  by  Willis, 
Hoffman,  and  others.  In  four  cafes,  ex- 
amined after  death  under  my  own  infpec- 
tion,  it  had  been  occafioned  by  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  heart,  with  a thickening  of 
its  fubftance,  and  an  adhefion  to  the  peri- 
cardium. The  conftant  and  violent  beating 
of  the  heart  produces  a variety  of  anxious 
and  painful  fenfations,  cough,  dyfpncea, 
with  reftleffnefs  or  lofs  of  fleep,  a querulous, 
impatient  temper,  and  irregular  conduct. 
The  complaint  in  fome  terminates  by  fudden 
death;  in  others  it  arrives  at  the  fame  end 
by  the  flow  progrefs  of  hedtic,  dropfy, 
purpura,  and  gangrenous  ulcers  of  the  ex- 
tremities. Under  the  prefent  article  I will 
juft  mention  the  difeafe  termed  Angina  pec- 
toris, which,  in  all  the  inftances  I have  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining,  proceeded  from 

fome 
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feme  organic  afFedion : it  may,  however, 
be  fuppofed  to  arife  occafionally  from  a 
deficient  irritability  of  the  heart,  in  confe- 
quqnce  of  which  this  prime  mover  through 
die  body,  opprefled  by  too  much  exercife,  or 
by  the  influence  of  unruly  paflions,  is  difpofed 
to  ftop,  or  at  leaft  to  faulter  greatly  in  its 
action.  Both  the  Angina  pedoris,  and  that 
fpecies  of  Palpitation  which  originates  from, 
an  enlargement  of  the  heart,  may  often 
depend  on  original  ftrudure,  or  a predifpo- 
fition  hereditarily  communicated,  fince  both 
of  them  are  found  to  atFed  many- individuals 
of  the  fame  family,  a c ire  u mil  a nee  I have 
frequently  had  occafion  to  remark. 

Epilepfy  has  nearly  the  fame  predifpo- 
fition,  but  is  often  immediately  excited  by 
fome  local  preflure  on  the  brain  from  tu- 
mours, exoflofes,  See.  alfo  from  fome  irre- 
gularity in  the  arrangement  of  the  bones  of 
the  cranium,  and  even  from  a mal-confor- 
mation  of  the  cheft. 

The  Chorea,  or  St.  Vitus’s  Dance,  takes 
place  in  very  delicate  and  irritable  conftitu- 
tions,  and  is  ufually  attended  with  a quick, 
feeble,  and  irregular  pulfe.  In  two  cafes 
examined  after  death,  from  two  to  font- 
ounces  of  clear  lymph  were  found  in  the 

M 3 ventricles, 
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ventricles  of  the  brain,  and.  about  the  fame 
quantity  within  the  'pericardium.  It  will 
therefore  appear  that  the  antreat  practice 
-in  this  di-feafe,-  by  repeated  bleeding  and  pur- 
gatives, moi ft  be  generally  injurious.  A cafe 

jnferted  by  myfelf  in  the  London  Medical 
Journal,-  vol.  vii.  may  fcem  ta  eoiltradhft'  the 
above  affertion.;  but  it  is  juft  and  proper  now 
to  fay  that  I met  with  the  fate  of  other  h&fty 
cafe-writers.  ■ Before  the  volume  recording 
ft  was  circulated,  my  patient  had  a* *  fevere 
relapfe,  and  was  at  length  cured  by  a-very 
different  plan. 

Jn  the  cafe  of  Lethargy  the  fame  fyrnptoms 
appeared  as  in  the  fir  ft  fpecies  of  this  com- 
plaint, defcribed  by  Dr.  Willis/*  The  pa- 
tient was  a female  nearly  fi-xty- years- of  age ; 
Ihe  gradually  loft  her  activity,  and  all  relifli 
both  for  food  and  fociety ; became  dull  and 


. : ..  . , • !j 

* De  Anima  Brutorum.  Cap.  iii,  Do  Lethargo.  Qui  morbo 
jfto  laborare  dicuntur,  aut  magno  ejus  infultu  plane  decum- 
bentes,  irr  tantnm  fopore  obruuntur,  ufvix  ab  otla  fbnfibilis 
•objedti  imprdtione  e.'xifari  qoeant quiil.  a.  puiiSianc  aut 
vellicatjonc  acrrori,  fi  forfan  oculos  aperiunt,  ant  membra 
furrigunt,  denu<>  flatim  infenfiles  fafti  reeliuant,  et  non 
raro,  cum  fibimetipfis  relifiquuntuf,  fomno  pcrpctuo  in- 
dulgentes,  traftfitioiie  fit&ilifiaa,  mortem  ipfam,  quam  fn 
typo  fimukmty  paver/- olyjtmP.  - 

, ; heavy ; 
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heavy ; and,  at  length,  fell  into  a {late  of 
permanent  fleep,  from  which  flic  could  not 
he  awaked  without  great  difficulty,  and  then 
her  attention  could  fcareely  be  commanded 
for  a moment : the  little  nouriflimcnt  applied 
was  alfo  taken  without  fenfibility  : her  pulfe 
was  from  50  to  58  ; her  tongue  was  dry, 
brown,  and  as  it  wTere  wrinkled,  but  without 
any  fur  upon  it.  It  was  at  laft  impoflible  to 
roufe  her  by  any  famuli,  and,  a few  days 
after,  the  actions  of  life  ceafed.  She  re- 
mained in  the  fate  of  torpor,  on  the  whole, 
twenty-fix  days.  The  flow  and  languid  cir- 
culation, of  the  blood,  peculiar  to  this  difeafe,* 
Occafions  a gradual  effufion  of  water  upon 
the  furface  of  the  brain,  and  into  its  ven- 
tricles. Death  is  the  effect  of  preftire  from 
the  accumulated  fluid. 

The  Lethargy  is  not  a frequent  difeafe 
among  our  own  countrymen.  I have  feen 
it  moflly  in  Jews,  and  other  aliens  of  a dark, 
fwarthy  complexion,  who  fometimes  lie  fix 


* Et  5e  Travv  cirQmvs  srai/y  ygcclapui oi* 

fau>i  vvaxuovatv,  xls  mvuo*  ra.  pcc^ci,  y.ui 
ffyvyi/jif  u^cua^y  y.ui  [Aiy.g ov$,  xcu  cc^v^^a v$ 

AJcxandtr  T-raflian.  lib,  j.  cap.  14*. 
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or  eight  weeks  in  the  torpid,  infenfible  flatc 
above  deferibed. 

General  Bill  of  Mortality  for  the  Year  1799- 


Abortive  and  Still- 
born   580 

Abfeefs 27 

Aged 1343 

Ague 3 

Apoplexy,  and  fud- 

denly 249 

Althma  and  Phthi- 
sic   663 

Bedridden  .....  2 

Bleeding  ......  16 

Burden  and  Rupture,  20 

Cancer 48 

Child-bed 13 1 

Colds 14 

Colic,  Gripes,  and 
Twilling  of  the 
Guts 8 


Confumption  .... 

4843 

Convulfions  .... 

3794 

Cough  and  Hooping 
Cough  

45 1 

Cramp 

1 

Croup 

16 

Diabetes 

1 

Dropfy 

906 

Ear-ache 

1 

Eaten  by  Lice  . . . 

1 

Evil  

5 

Fevers  of  all  kinds  . 1784 


Fi  Iht  la 3 

Flux 5 

French  Pox  .....  23. 

Gout  ........  91 

Gravel,  Stone,  and 
Strangury  ....  it 

Grief 4 

Headmouldlhot,Horfe- 
1 Ihoc-head,  and  Wa- 
ter in  the  head  . . , 76 

Jaundice 78 

Jaw  locked I 

Impofthume  ....  1 

Inflammation  ....  433 

Itch x 

Lcprofy 1 

Livergrown  ....  10 

Lunatic.  ......  107 

Mealies 223. 

Mifcarriage 3 

Mortification  ....  226 

Palpitation  of  the 

heart z 

Palfy 105 

Pleurify  ......  14 

Quinfy  .......  t 

Ralh t 

I Rheumatifm  ....  31 

Scurvy 
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Scurvy 3 

Stnall-pox I ii  i 

Sore-throat 12 

Sores  and  Ulcers  . . 11 

Spafm z 

Stoppage  in  the  lto- 

rnach 11 

St.  Vitus's  Dance  . 1 

Swine-pox 2 

Teeth 335 

Thru(h  .......  35 

W orms 11 

Bit  by  a Mad  Dog  . z 

Broken  Limbs  ...  4 

Bruifed  i . 2 

Burnt  ........  13 

Drowned 99 


Exceflive  Drinking  . 5 

Executed  ......  iz 

Found  Dead  ....  I o 

Fractured  ......  z 

Frightened z 

Frozen  . . „ . . . . * 

Killed  by  Falls  and 
feveral  other  Acci- 
dents .......  64. 


Killed  themfelves  . 2S 


Murdered  ......  3 

Poifoncd  ......  6 

Scalded  . z 

Shot  .......v  X 

Smothered  .....  X 

Starved 4 ' 

Suffocated  » . . . . j 


Cliriftened  ....  Males.  . . . 10087  ? „ 

Females  . •.  . 8883  J 1 

Buried Males  ....  0046  ? 0 

Females  . . . 90S8  l 1 8>J«- 


Whereof  have  died  under  two  years  of 
age  52 11;  between  two  and  five  1790  ; five 
and  ten  644 ; ten  and  twenty  573  ; twenty 
and  thirty  1299  5 thirty  and  forty  1724 ; 
forty  and  fifty  1924;  fifty  and  fixty  1758; 
fixty  and  feventy  1 565 ; feventy  and  eighty 
1125;  eighty  and  ninety  456;  ninety  and 
a hundred  63  j and  a hundred  and  one  2. 
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ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

. 

• From  tire  noth  of  December,  1799,  t0  the 
I Stt  of  diarchy  i860. 


Lift  of  the  Cafes  which  occurred  in  my  owA 
fra  (St  ice. 


acute  Diseases. 

Epidemic  Catarrh  . . . 1 06 

1 Contagious,  malignant 

■ Fever 68 

Scarlatina  anginofa 1^ 

Me'afles 9 

Hooding  Cough 5 

Small-poX  . 4 

Acute  Rheumatifm  , 20 

Rheumatic  Pain  of  the  face  . . 8 

Inflammation  of  the  lungs  ...  it 

Ple'urify  . . 2 

Inflammation  of  the  eyes  ...  4 

Inflamrhatory  Sore'-throat  ...  6 

Inflammation  of  the  bowels  . 

Gout 

• » ' ; 

Hsemoptoe  .......... 

Epiftaxis k . 


o 

4 

5 
2 

Inteftinal 
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A.  m 

Inteflinal  Htemorthagy-  ...»  & 

Renal  Haemorrhagy  ......  * 

Menorrhagia . . . ® 

Abortion ^ 

Child'-bed  Fever  ^ 

Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants*  . . . 

. Slow  Fever  ..........  4 

xVphthous  Fever  ........  6 

1 


. 10 

► i k l ■ 

CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

Cough  anti  Dyfpncea  . . . . . 15 1 
Pulmonary  Coilfunlption  ...  46 


Chronic  RlleUinatifm 20 

Lurhbago 4 

Sciatica 3 

Dropfy  1$ 

Afthenia 38 

Palfy 6 

Spafms  of  the  lower  extremities,  t 
Spafms  of  the  fore-arm  ....  t 
Vertigo  and  Head-ache  ....  II 

Epilepfy 2 

Hydrocephalus 4 

M 6 Hyfteria 
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Tertian 

Hedlica 
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Hy  fieri  a 3 

Melancholia 2 

Palpitatio 3 

Dyfpepfia  35 

Gaftrodynia 19 

Enterodynia  19 

Bilious  vomiting  ........  7 

Diarrhoea  . 26 

Obftipatio  and  Colic  6 

Chlorolis  22 

Fluor  albus 5 

Scirrhus  uteri  .........  2 

Scirrhus  of  the  liver 2 

Prolapfus . . 2 

Gravel  and  Dyfury 8 

Incontinence  of  urine 6 

Haemorrhoids  3 

Jaundice  14 

Worms  ............  2 

Tabes  mefenterica  ........  7 

Struma 8 

Bronchocele 1 

Tooth  Rafli  . . 3 

Lichen  . . 5 

Prurigo  6 

Lepra  .............  2 

Scaly  Tetter  ..........  4 

Pityriafis  3 

Erythema 


[ *53  3 


i8oo.] 


Erythema  . 
Purpura  . . 
Thrufh  . . 
Herpes  . . . 
Shingles  , . 
Ecthyma  . 
Itch  . . . . 
Impetigo  . . 
Porrigo  . . . 
Lupus  . . . 
Gutta  Rofea 
Furunculi  . 


Pulmonic  difeafes  were  almoft  univerfalV 
and  particularly  fevere  in  the  months  of 
January  and  February.  During  the  latter 
month  there  occurred  an  epidemic  Catarrh,, 
chiefly  affecting  children,  and  attended  witli 
nearly  the  fame  fymptoms  as  the  Catarrh  irr 
February,' 1 797  (See  page 76).  This  difeafe, al- 
though violent  for  fome  days,  did  not,  in  any 
inftance,  prove  fatal.*  Since  the  beginning  of 

March-, 


* This  complaint  was,  by  many  pra&itioners,.  impro- 
perly termed  an  Influenza.  The  latter-  difeafe  is  infetfious, 
and,  wheji  it  does  occur,  is  general.  Its  progrefs  and 

fymptoms 
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March,  inflammatory  and  hemorrhagic  com- 
plaints have  been  very  prevalent.  In  the 
cafes  of  Pleurify  and  Peripneumony,  vene- 
fedlion  was  employed  more  than  once,  before 
the  acute  pain  and  fenfe  of  conftridion  about 
the  cheft  could  be  relieved. 

The  fhort  fro  ft  in  December,  thoiigh  it 
gave  a check,-  was  riot  fufficient  wholly  to 
arreft  the  progrefs  of  the  Scarlatina  anginofa, 
and  malignant  Fever,  the  extent  and  fatality 
of  which  were  formerly  noticed.  During 
the  mild,  open  weather  in  January,  and  at 
the  beginning  of  February,  the  Fever  was 
again  rapidly  diffufed  to  a very  great  extent, 
and  with  an  aggravated  train  of  fymptoms. 
Among  the  poor,  the  mortality  from  this 
caufe  was  very  confide'rable,  nolwithftanding 
the  attentive  adminiftration  of  proper  articles 
of  diet,  and  of  fuitable  remedies,  with  plenty 
of. wine.  The  good  efFedls  of  all  thefe  ap- 
plications are  often  fuperfeckd  by  tire  mi- 

■ • ■ . ■ - -j - . . . l ■ .-a . - ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ , — 9 

{ymptoms  in  1782  and  1788,  the  years  of  its  laft  vifi- 
tations  here,  are  accurately  recorded  in  the  firft  volume 
ef  “ Medical  CommunR-atmiM/’  and  in  the-  u London  Me 
« dical  Journal  for  1788.”  Dr.  Sydenham  has  given  a 
minute  account  of  a fimilar  epidemic,  at  the  ck>fe  of  the  fail 
centuty,  in  his  Schedula  mohitoria  de  novae  Fcbris  in- 
greffu, 
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ferable  accommodations-  of  tlie  poor,  with 
refpedl  to  bedding,  and  by  a total  negledf  of 
ventilation  in  their  narrow,  crowded  dwel- 
lings. It  will  fcarcely  appear  credible,  though 
it  is  pnecifely  true,  that  perfons  of  the  loweft 
clafs-  do  not  put  clean  fheets  on  their  beds 
three  times  a year;  that,  even  where  no  fheets 
art  11  fed,  they  never  wafh  or  fcoiir  their 
blankets  and  coverlets,  nor  renew  them  till 
they  are  no  longer  tenable ; that  curtains, 
if  unfortunately  there  fhould  be  any,  are 
never  cleaned,  btrt  fuffered  to  continue  in, 
the  fame  ftate  till  they  chop  to  pieces : laflly, 
that  from  three  to  eight  individuals,  of 
different  ages,  often  deep  in  the  fartie  bed  ; 
there  being,  in  general,  but  one  room,  and 
one  bed,  for  each  family.  To  the  above 
circumllances.  may  be  added,  that  the  room 
occupied  is  either  a deep  cellar,  alinoft 
inaeceffible  to  the  light,  and  admitting  of  no 
change  of  air  ; of  a garret,  with  a low  roof 
and  final  I windows,  the  paffage  to  which  is 
clofe,  kept  dark  in  order  to  lefen  the.  window— 
tax,  'Ami  filled  not  only  with  bad  air,  but  with 

putrid,ek:cremefttal,or  other  abbrnina'bte  effluvia 

from  a vault  at  the  bottom  of  the  ffair-cafe. 
Av  afhing  of  linen,  or  fome  other  difagreeable 
bufinefs,  is  carried  on,  while  infants  are  left 

dozing, 
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dozing,  and  children  more  advanced  kept  at 
play  whole  days  on  the  tainted  bed:  feme 
uqfavoury  vi£tuals  are  from  time  to  time 
cooked : in  many  inftances  idlenefs,  in 

others,  the  cumbrous  furniture,  or  utenfds 
of  trade  with  which  the  apartments  are 
clogged,  prevent  the  falutary  operation  of  the 
broom  and  white-wafhing  briifli,  and  favour 
the  accumulation  of  a heterogeneous,  fer- 
menting filth.*.  From  all  thefe  caufes  com- 
bined there  is  neceflarily  produced  a com- 
plication of  foetor,  to  deferibe  which  would 
be  as  vain  an  attempt,  as  for  thofe  to  con- 
ceive who  have  been  always  accuftomed  to 
neat  and  comfortable  dwellings. 

The  above  account  is  not  exaggerated; 
for  the  truth  of  it  I appeal  to  the  medical 


* The  rooms  do  not  change  their  condition  till  they 
change  their  tenants  : often,  indeed,  fo  little  care  is  taken, 
that  enough  of  the  contagion  remains  to  infedi  all  the 
inmates  who  fucceffively  occupy  the  fame  prernifes.  I 
recolledt  a houfe  in  Wood’s  Clofe,  Clerkenwcll,  wherein 
the  fomites  of  Fever  were  thus  preferved  for  a feries 
of  years  : at  length,  an  accidental  fire  cleared  away 
the  nuifance.  A houfe,  notorious  for  dirt  and  infection, 
near  Clarc-markct,  afforded  a farther  proof  of  negligence ; 
it  was  obflihately  tenanted  till  the  wall  and  floors,  giving 
way  in  the  night)  crufhcd  to  death  the  miferablc  inha- 
bitants. 


pra&itioners* 
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practitioners,  whole  fituation  or  humanity 
has  led  them  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
wretched  inhabitants  of  feme  itreets  in 
St.  Giles’s  pari  Hi,  of  the  courts  and  alleys 
adjoining  to  Liquorpond-ftreet,  Hog-illand, 
Turnmill-flreet,  Saffron-hill,  Old-lheet, 
White -Crofs-ftreet,  Grub-ftreet,  Golden- 
lane,  the  two  Brick-lanes,  Roiemary-lane, 
Petticoat-lane,  Lower  Ealf  Smithfield,  iotne 
parts  of  Upper  Weftminfter,  and  feveral 
ftreets  of  Southwark,  Rotherhithe,  <kc. 

It  cannot  be  wondered  at,  that,  in  fuch, 
fituations,  Contagious  Difeafes  Ihould  be 
formed,  and  attain  their  higheft  degree  of 
virulence.  The  inhabitants  of  the  fecond 
Rory,  in  houfes  occupied  by  the  poor,  are 
ufually  better  accommodated  ; and  therefore 
experience,  during  Rcknefs  of  any  kind,  the 
belt  effeCt  from  public  and  private  charities. 
But  perfons  thus  Rationed  fuffer  from  con- 
tiguity, and  from  their  friendly  attentions  to 
thofe  above  them,  or  to  the  tenants  of  the 
cellars  ; fo  that,  in  whatever  part  of  the 
houfe  a Fever  commences,  it  is  foon  diffufed 
among  all  the  inmates  and  their  occafional 
vifitors,  efpecially  in  feafons  which  favour 
its  progrefs,  like  the  laR  autumn  and  winter. 
Children,  and  women  conRantly  redding  in 

infeCtedl 
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infeded  apartments,  feem  to  get  habituated 
to  the  adion  of  the  fomites.  Men  and  boys, 
by  means  of  frefh  air,  and  the  exercife  of 
the  day,  fhake  off  the  effeds  of  the  virus, 
and  efcape  long  unhurt.  It  mull,  however, 
be  obferved,  that,  if  through  taking  cold,  or 
any  other  caufe,  they  fhould  be  confined  to 
the  houfe  for  fome  days,  they  aiTurediy  take 
the  Fever.  So  it  happened  in  the  late  un- 
favourable feafon  : whoever  was  obliged  to 
keep  his  bed  for  a Catarrh,  Pleur'ify,  or  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs,  within  three  or 
four  days  caught  the  Fever ; and  almofl 
every  one  fo  affeded  died.  The  children 
are  infected  from  the  new  fource  of  con- 
tagion ; and  the  mother,  after  doling  the 
eyes  of  her  hufband,  and,  perhaps,  of  more 
than  one  of  her  offspring,  finks'  exhaufted 
with  grief,  watching,  and  fatigue,  being 
herfelf  the  laft  vidim  to  the  difeafe.  It  is 
a melancholy  confi deration  that,  in  London 
and  its  vicinity,  hundreds,  perhaps  thoufands, 
of  labourers,  heads  of  families,  and  in 
the  prime  of  life,  are  thus  configned  to 
perifli  annually,  being  often  fo  fituated  that 
medical  applications,  or  cordial  diet,  cannot 
in  any  wife  alleviate  their  diftrefs.  Perfons 
iu  the  higher  ranks  of  life  are  much  endan- 
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gercd  by  the  rhonghtleffhefs  of  fervants,  whip 
privately  vifit  their  Tick  friends  in  infedbed 
rooms,  and  affo  carry  thither  the  childrcm 
entrufled  to  their  care.  Another  circum- 
Aance,  by  no  means  confolatory,  is,  that 
linen,  and  other  apparel,  fent  to  laundreiTes 
in  clofe  parts  of  the  town,  mull  lo  me  tunes 
return  to  families  thoroughly  impregnated 
with  the  effluvia  of  putrid  Fever,  Scarlatina, 
Small-pox,  Hooping  Cough,  or  Dyfentery. 

But  where  is  a remedy  to  be  found  for  fo 
many  evils  ? — Hofpitals  are  either  barred 
againft  the  entrance  of  contagious  difeafes, 
or,  if  leave  of  entrance  be  obtained,  it  ge- 
nerally comes  when  the  patient  is  incapable 
of  being  removed,  there  being  but  one  day 
throughout'  the  week  in-  which  he  can  be 
admitted,  unlefs  by  fome  very  particular 
iotereA.  Pecuniary  aid,  whether  transmitted 
by  the  warm  heart  of  benevolence,  or 
wrenched  from  the  flow,  relu&ant  hand  of 
parochial  adminiArators,*  is  aii-  iiifufficient 


* I do  not  intend’  this  as’  a general  cenfure  oft  patiftr-. 
.officers : many,  do  their  duty. con fcientjonfly ; but  I have  been 
mortified  and  indignant  at  the  coldnefs  with  which  fome  of 
them  receive  information  of  the  rrfoft  complicated  mifcry, 
aird  at  their  positive  refufid  to  infpeft  the  diftrefs,  however 
flrongly  reprdented.  ■ t . 

palliative 
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palliative  for  the  prefent  cafe.  Shall  the 
unhappy  patient  then  feck  for  refuge  in  the 
parifo  workhoufe  ? Alas  I the  Fever  is  al- 
ready making  its  ravages  there.*  — What 
therefore  is  to  be  done  ? — All  thefe  mifehiefs 
admit  of  ready  alleviation,  and  might,  with 
proper  management,  be  removed  at  a mode-: 
rate  expenfe.  Let  Houfes  of  Recovery  be 
eftablifhed  in  open,  airy  Situations,  at  fome 
diftance  from  other  buildings,  but  adjoining 
to  different  diflritSfs  of  the  metropolis  ; to 
be  fupported  either  at  the  joint  expenfe  of 
the  feveral  pari  foes  within  each  diftrict,  or 
by  a voluntary  fubfeription  among  its  prin^- 
cipal  inhabitants.  As  foon  as  any  perfon 
exhibits  fymptoms  of  a Fever  from  infedtion, 
let  him  be  inffantly  removed  into  the  Houfe 
of  Recovery,  where,  being  wafoed,  and  put, 
with  clean  linen,  into  a frefo  bed,  he  will 
foon  be  freed  from  his  complaints,  and  able 
to  rejoin  his  wife  and  family.  To  them,  in 
the  mean  time,  a loan  of  bedding  foould  be 
made  till  their  own  bed  is  cleanfed,  and  till 
the  walls  and  floor  are  vvaflred  or  fcoured. 


* This  has  taken  place  in  very  many  of  the  workhoufes 
during  the  winter  ; feveral  of  the  attending  furgeons  died, 
and  oth.rs  have  luffered  fcYcrcly  from  the  Fever. 


The 
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The  revenue  neceflury  to  fupport  houfes 
instituted  on  fuch  a plan  is  not  fo  great  as 
might  be  imagined.  Both  the  utility  and 
expenfe  of  them  have  been  already  put  to  a 
noble  trial  by  the  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers of  the  populous  town  of  Manchester. 
Their  example  deferves  to  be  followed  in  this 
metropolis,  and  all  other  great  cities  ; the  ne- 
cessity of  a receptacle  for  contagious  Fevers 
being  always  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  place.  The  fame  receptacles  might  occa- 
sionally Serve  for  the  relief  of  afthmatic,  con- 
fumptive,  and  other  pulmonic  difeafes,  which 
predominate,  or  are  aggravated,  at  a feafon 
when  Fevers  are  nearly  extin6f.  One- 
fourth,  and,  in  very  unfavourable  feafons, 
one-third  ot  all  the  deaths  in  London,  is, 
according  to  the  Bills  of  Mortality,*  cauled 
by  difeafes  of  the  lungs ; a circumstance 
which  furely  merits  fome  confxderation. 


* There  died  in  London,  of  Pulmonic  difeafes, 

In  1796,  59x0  out  of  18,238. 

In  T797>  54.39  out  of  16,714. 

In  1799,  6210  out  of  17,285. 

The  articles  of  ftill-born  and  abortive,  of  violent  deaths 
and  cafualties,  arc  neceflarily  excluded  from  the  lift.  [See 
page  84-6J 
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'I'hefe  complaints  arc  .uni.vcrfally,  and  per- 
haps with  reafon,  excluded  from  hofpitals: 
they  require  a free  circulation  of  pure  air, 
and  admit  of  little  relief  where  patients  are 
confined  to  fnra'll  rooms  in  clofe,  narrow 
courts  and  alleys.  Pulmonic  difeafes,  how- 
ever, although  fo  fatal  in  themfelves,  extend 
no  farther  than  the  individuals  affected  with 
them;  whereas  the  Scarlet  Fever,  malignant 
Fever,  and  malignant  Sore-throat,  through 
the  medium  of  infectious  fomites,  endanger 
the  health  and  peace  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity. Such  difeafes,  therefore,  fhould  be 
die  more  immediate  object  of  attention : and 
I have  thought  it  my  duty,  after  observing  fo 
great  a mortality,  to  found  an  alarm  to  our 
fellow-citizens ; to  ftate  the  origin,  caufes, 
and  rapid  diffufion,  at  fome  feafens,  of 
putrid,  infectious  difeafes  ; and  to  pohrt  out 
tire  means  of  preventing  the  calamities  and 
devaluation  annually  caufed  in  an  ufeful  clafs 
of  people,  and  extended  from  them  to  the 
fuperior  ranks.  --  . 

Having  given  my  fentiments,  and  the  rc- 
fult  of  my  own  knowledge,  on  the  fubjeft, 
I cannot  but  do  juftice  to  thofe  who  fixft 
carried  into  execution  the  plan  above  recom- 
mended, and  to  others  who,  probably  before 

me, 
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me,  have  thought  it  applicable  to  the  date  of 
the  poor  in  London.  It  is,  therefore,  with 
fatisfaction,  I refer  to  Dr.  Ferriar’s  Medical 
E flays  ; and  to  a trairfcript  from  them,  with 
other  original  observations,,  publifhed  in  the 
reports  of  the  Society  for  bettering  the  con- 
dition of  the  poor,  by  the  unwearied  phi- 
lanthropic Thomas  Bernard,  Efq.  treafurer 
of  the  Foundling- fdofpital.  As  the  example 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Manchefler  has  been 
already  followed  in  other,  places  ; we  may 
hope  a fimiiar  plan  will  Coon  be  adopted  in 
every  couilderable  town  through  the  Britilh 
empire.* 


* Mr.  Bernard  has  been  afliUcd,  -in-  bis  endeavours  to 
promote  the  Inftitution  here  recommended,  by  William 
Waddington,  Efq.  Treafurer  of  the  Public  Difponfary,  and 
by  fevcral  other  gentlemen  of  the  higheft  re  fpe  stability.  It 
affords  me  picafure  to  add,  that  a more  minute  fiatement  of 
the  fituation  of  t-he  poor  than  I have  given,  with  a plan  for 
Hcufcs  of  Recovery,  in  the  vicinity  of  London,  has  been 
drawn  up  by  my  friend  ar\d  colleague  Dr.  T.  A.  Murray,  and 
is  now  publifhing  under  the  fanftion  of  the  patriotic  Fociety 
above-mentioned.  
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ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  15 th  of  March  to  the  End  of  June. 

Lift  of  the  FEBRILE  DISEASES 
which  occurred  in  my  own  Pradtice. 

CONTAGIOUS,  malignant 

Fever 83 

Hooping  Cough 7 

Dyfentery 5 

Scarlatina 13 

Meafles 1 1 

Small-pox 8 

Chicken-pox  1 

Acute  Rheumatifm 16 

Catarrh  44 

Cephalalgia* 6 

Ophthalmia 6 

Otalgia 2 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  . . . 7 

Erythematic  Sore-throat  ....  5 

Aphthous  Sore-throat 3 

Pleurify 1 

Peripneumony 10 


* Sauvages,  Nofol,  Med.  cl.  vii.  ord,  ii.  gen.xi.  fp.  r. 
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Enteritis 3 

Nephritis I 

Ovftitis  I 

Eryfipelas I 

Ko'feola 2 

Urticaria  febrilis  ........  1 

Gout 3 

Apoplexy  . . 

Hydrocephalus 

Mania 2 

Hasmoptoe  8 

Haematemefis 2 

Inteftiaal  Haemorrhagv  ....  3 

Abortus  and  Menorrhagia  ...  12 

Ephemera 4 

Summer  Fever 6 

Diarrhoea 12 

Cholera * 

Slow  Fever 9 

Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 9 

Aeute  Difbafes  of  Infants  ...  41 

Quotidian I 

Tertian  1 

He&ic  ......  ^ , * ....  10 

Hemicrania a 

Plewodyne  intermittens  ....  i 


N 
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From  the  15th  of  March,  to  the  end  of  the 
month,  the  wind  was  moftly  fouth-eaft  and 
fouth-fouth-eaft ; in  April,  weft  and  north- 
weft,  but,  after  fun-fet,  frequently  north- 
eaft.  In  May  and  June  the  wind  was  re- 
markably variable.  Through  the  whole 
feafon  there  was  frequent,  but  fmall  rain, 
with  a very  irregular  temperature,  the  range 
of  the  thermometer  being,  in  March  and 
April,  from  320  to  62° ; in  May  and  June, 
from  430  to  750. 

The  malignant  Fever  greatly  predominated 
over  the  ufual  feries  of  vernal  difeafes. 
"With  thefe  it  was  occaftonally  complicated, 
and,  in  1110ft  cafes,  produced  a remarkable 
degree  of  coma  and  ftupor ; yet  its  fatality 
was  not  fo  confiderable  as  in  the  autumnal 
months,  bordering  on  winter.  [See  page  235.] 

The  Hooping  Cough  was  particularly 
fevere;  the  Mealies,  and  Scarlatina,  moderate 
in  their  fymptoms : only  two  cafes  of  the 
latter  terminated  fatally.  Cafes  of  Haemoptoe, 
Pneumonic  Inflammation,  Enteritis,  with 
fome  other  inflammatory  complaints,  were 
very  violent;  and  about,  one-third  of  them 
fatal. 

Diarrhoea  often  takes  place  when  perfpira- 
tion  is  fuddenly  checked  by  the  interchanges  of 

heat 
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heat  and  cold  5n  fpring,  or  autumn.  It  is 
attended  with  flight  fhiverings  during  the  day, 
with  a burning  heat  of  the  Akin  at  night, 
with  pain  of  the  back,  thirft,  a quick  pulfe, 
whitenefs  of  the  tongue,  and  lofs  of  appetite* 
Thefe  fymptoms  continue  from  four  to  eight 
days  : many  perfons  are  affe6ted  with  them 
under  circumftances  wherein  others,  of  a 
different  conflitution,  would  have  a Coryza, 
or  Catarrh.  The  alvine  difcharges  are  nu- 
merous, large,  and  watery,  but  without 
much  pain.  In  autumn,  this  complaint 
frequently  affumes  the  form  of  the  Dyfentery ; 
in  the  fpring  but  feldom.  I muft,  however, 
obferve,  that,  in  March,  April,  and  part  of 
May  laft,  the  difeafe  was  protra£ted  beyond 
the  ufual  limits,  and  terminated  with  fevere 
gripings  and  tenefmus,  with  difcharges  of 
blood,  mucus,  and  fanies.  One  cafe  of 
Cholera  occurred  the  laft  week  in  May, 
with  a profufe  difcharge  of  green  bile  from 
the  ftomach  and  bowels,  and  with  violent 
cramps  of  the  lower  extremities,  but  was 
relieved  in  two  or  three  days. 

Cafes  of  acute  Hydrocephalus,  as  it  has 
been  defcribed  by  Dr.  Quin*  of  Dublin, 

* Treatifc  on  the  Dropfy  of  the  Brain,  page  34.  J 
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occur,  from  time  to  time,  in  this  place : but 
I never  met  with  fo  many  cafes  nearly  to- 
gether as  during  the  prefent  fpring.  All  the 
patients  were  children  from  two  to  twelve 
years  of  age.  They  were  at  firfl:  affe&ed 
with  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  fever,  complained 
of  violent  head-ache,  and  of  pains  in  the  limbs, 
had  frequent  returns  of  naufea,  and  dif- 
pharged  much  bile  from  the  ftomach,  while 
the  bowels  feemed  inadtive,  and  fometimea 
infenfible  to  the  action  of  the  ftrongeft  pur- 
gatives. In  five  or  fix  days  moft  of  the 
febrile  fymptoms  difappeared  j the  tongue  was 
moift,  the  pulfe  became  flow  and  languid ; 
the  vomiting  ceafed : there  was,  however,  a 
eonftant  delirium,  when  the  patients  were 
roufed  out  of  the  oppreflive  ftupor  to  which 
they  had  always  a difpofition.  Being  a- 
wakened,  they . - appeared  unconfcious  of 
furrounding  perfons  or  objedts  : their  pupils 
were  greatly  dilated,  and  the  axes  of  their 
eyes  turned  in  different  dire&ions  : they  fwal- 
lowed  drink  unwillingly,  or  with  difficulty, 
and  were  only  anxious  to  return  to  darknefs 
and  repofe.  Their  diflike  to  the  light,  or 
any  difturbance,  was  marked  by  immediate 
Complaints,  or  fretfulnefs  ; often  by  loud  and 
diffonant  fereams.  As  the  difeafe  advanced, 


i8oo.]  [ 269  ] 

the  pulfe  became  again  qttick  and  unequal: 
in  one  cafe  there  was  a paralyfis  of  the  right 
fide ; in  two  others,  the  irregular  motions  of 
the  limbs,  termed  St.  Vitus’s  Dance,  took 
place  at  the  fecund  alteration  of  the  pulfe^ 
and  continued  till  within  a day  or  two  of  thd 
patients’  death.  Three  patients  out  of  the! 
eight  recovered,  two  about  the  eighteenth 
day  of  the  diforder,  the  third,  an  infant,  at 
the  end  of  the  fifth  week,  after  having  beerf 
long  abandoned  to  it's  fate  : the  brother  of 
this  infant,  fix  years  old,  died  on  the  thirtieth 
day.  Perpetual  blrflers  on  the  head,  leeches, 
in  fome  cafes  mercurial  fridfioils,  in  others 
calomel  frequently  repeated,  feemed  to  be  the 
mo  ft  efficacious'  remedies.  The  - remaining 

O 

four,  whofe  diforder  was  fatal,  died  between 
the  twelfth  and  twenty-fixth  day  of  it.  The 
body  of  one  of  them,  a girl,  ten  years  of  age,' 
was  examined  after  death.  Her  brain  wa3 
firm,  and  of  a proper  colour,  but  the  veins 
on  its  ftirfaee  were  much  diffiended.  Two 
ounces  of  lymph,  or  fomewhat  more,  had 
been  effufed  into-  the  ventricles : the  fame 
quantity  was  found  in  the  pericardium;  and 
not  lefs  than  two  pints  of  clear  fluid  were 
lodged  in  the  cavity  of  the  cheft.  There  was 
no  morbid  appearance,  which  deferves  to  be 
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mentioned,  in  the  flate  or  contents  of  the 
bowels.  [See  the  report  on  Chorea,  See.  for 
November,  1799.] 

The  complaint  above-deferibed  (liould  be 
diflinguifhed  from  the  Symptomatic  Hydroce- 
phalus, which  often  takes  place,  with  very 
Similar  Symptoms,  after  the  cribs  of  malignant 
Fevers  ; during  the  Hedh'ca  infantilis  (See 
page  19)  ; and  in  fome  other  acute  difeafes  of 
children,  particularly  the  febrile  (late  pro- 
duced by  dentition,  worms,  and  diforders  of 
the  bowels,  or  mefentery.  Cafes  of  this  kind 
are  ufually  removed,  within  a week  or  two, 
by  the  ufe  of  calomel  or  other  active  pur- 
gatives, and  blifters ; and  Sometimes  by  the 
remedies  mentioned  page  226. 

Dr.  Quin  has  properly  given  a diftin£t 
consideration  to  the  flow  or  chronic*  fpecies 
of  Hydrocephalus,  which  is  attended  with  a 
gradual  enlargement  of  the  head  during  in- 
fancy, and  continues  for  a Series  of  years. 

Cafes  of  Apoplexy  muft  always  be  nu- 
merous in  large  cities,  where  the  predifpofi- 
tion  to  them  is  Seconded  by  the  exciting 
caufes  moft  likely  to  give  it  effedt,  viz.  in- 


* Page  14  to  1 8. 
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temperance,  fatigue  of  body,  too  ftrong 
exertions  of  mind,  and  every  paflion  that 
agitates  the  human  frame.  The  fanguineous 
Apoplexy  is,  however,  fometimes  a difeafe 
connedted  with  feafon  ; as  fuch,  it  ufually 
takes  place  about  the  beginning  of  futnmer, 
and  may  be  foon  relieved  by  bleeding,  cup- 
ping, bliders,  and  evacuants,  along  with  a 
proper  diet.  A fimilar  mode  of  treatment 
would  apply  to  the  difeafe  when  produced  by 
excefs  in  eating,  and  by  violent  fits  of 
paffion  ; but  cafes  of  this  kind  often  prove 
fatal  before  any  relief  can  be  adminidered. 
Another  fpecies  of  Apoplexy,  which  affedfs 
perfons  of  a weakly  conditution,  who  are 
pale,  thin,  and  emaciated,  who  have  been 
deprefled  by  forrow  or  misfortune,  though 
it  feldom  occafion  indanlaneous  death,  may 
yet  render  the  remainder  of  life  burthenfome, 
by  difabling  the  limbs,  and  enfeebling  the 
memory.  Under  fuch  circumdances,  whether 
we  fuppofe  congeftion  of  blood  and  effufion 
of  lymph  to  take  place  from  a languid,  irre- 
gular circulation,  or  the  communication  be- 
tween the  blood-veflels  and  nerves  to  ceafe 
partially  from  a Hill  higher  degree  of  debi- 
lity, it  will  be  manifed  that  the  remedies 
above-mentioned,  at  lead  that  large  or  re- 
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peated  bleeding,  with  the  ufe  of  emetics,,  pur- 
gatives, &c.  muft  be  injurious,  if  not  foms- 
times  fatal.*  I have  feen  young  perfons, 
from  twelve  to  eighteen  years  of  age,  affefted 
with  Apoplexy  and  Hemiplegia  : fuch  in- 
fra nee  s are  rarer  yet  they  have  induced  many 
obfervers  to  maintain  that  Apople&ic  and 
Paialytic  complaints  are  beginning  of  late  to 
encroach  on  every  period  of  human  life,  and 
that  they  are  much  more  numerous  than  in 
former  times.  On  comparing  Dr.  Fothergill’s 
obfervations,  made  half  a century  ago,-}-  with 
the  refult  of  my  own  experience,  I do  not 
hn-d  that  there  is  any  fufHciout  ground  for 
this  opinion : however,,  the  Bills,  of  Mortali- 
ty, if  we  go  back  a hundred  years,  declare 
in  its  favour,  as  will  appear  by  the  following 
table : 

1 ...  , * . 


* Dr.  Fothergill’s  remarks  on  this  fubjedt  merit  attention ; 
but,  while  enforcing  a mode  of  treatment,  at  the  time  pecu- 
liar to  himfelf,  lie  fecms  to  leave  us  in.  doubt  whether  he 
would  have  prefcribed  blood-letting  in  any  apopledlir  cafe 
whatever.  See  « Obfervations  on  Weather  and  Difeafes,” 
February,  March,  May,  July,  1753  ; March,  July,  1753. 
Alfo  (<  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,*’  vol.  vi. 

•f  See  beloty  the  Bills  of  Mortality  for  the  middle  of  the 
century. 
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1 Years. 

Died  of  Apo- 
plexy- ntid 
iuddenly. 

i‘  ' ,r  " 

Died  of  Pal- 
fy- 

1 1 1 

Total  Mortality. 

1696 

IO9 

*7 

18,638 

1697 

117 

27 

3 20,970 

r 1698 

I l6 

21 

20,183 

1699 

106 

24 

20,795 

1 796 

22-5 

IS 

19,288 

1 797 

214 

99 

i7>°H 

1798 

224 

86 

1799 

249 

105 

18,134 

The  article  of  Palfy  may  have  been  enlarged 
for  fome  years  paft  by  an  increafe  of  the 
bufinefs  of  houfe-painters,  plumbers,  and 
makers  of  white  lead.  This  poifon  affedts 
the  conftitution  in  nearly  the  fame  order  as 
ardent  fpirits  (See  page  133),  firft  witht 
violent  pains  of  the  ftomaeh  or  bowels,  and 
with  obftinate  coftivenefs,  teimed  Colica 
Pi&onum.*  After  repeated  fits  of  the  latter,, 
fome  are  affedted  with  fwellings  about  the  feet 
ana  ancles,  as  in  rheumatic  cafes  ; others  with 
burning  heat,  and  tendernefs  of  the  foies  of 
the  feet,  impeding  motion,  and  preventing 
fieep.  Sometimes  the  limbs  are  benumbed: 
the  wrifls,  in  particular,  lofe  the  power  of 

* See  Dr.  Haxbsun  on'.the  Devoafhirc  Colic,  .page  5. 
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a&lon;  the  fingers  become  ufelefs  and  con- 
traded.  Thofe  who  are  often  afFeded  with 
the  fwellings  of  the  joints  are  lefs  liable  to 
the  paralytic  ftate  of  the  limbs.  In  many, 
the  fight  is  much  impaired  j and,  when  the 
poifon  has  pervaded  the  whole  conftiturion, 
the  patient  becomes  torpid  and  infenfible,  as  in 
the  Lethargy  ; (See  page  246  ;)  others  die  in  a 
Hate  of  phrenzy,  or  violent  delirium.  In  the 
white-lead  manufadories,  workmen  are  fame- 
times  affeded  in  a week  or  two,  fometimes 
not  for  months,  or  even  years.  On  the  firft 
fenfation  of  pain  hr  the  ftomach,  and  con- 
tradion  of  the  intefiines,  the  fufFerers  have 
recourfe  to  fpirits,  which  often  have  a worfe 
efFed  than  the  original  poifon.  The  mod: 
prejudicial  operation  in  making  white  lead 
is  the  lifting  or  feparating  the  metallic  parr. 
This  was  formerly  done  without  any  pre- 
caution, and  the  room  was  necelFarily  cloud- 
ed by  the  finer  particles  of  the  white  lead. 
However,  I am  happy  now  to  ftate,  that 
workmen  are  likely  to  be  no  longer  difablecf 
in  thefe  manufadories,  an  improvement  in 
the  procefs  fecuring  them  from  the  poffibility 
of  any  material  injury.  Sifting  the  white 
lead  from  the  metallic  part  is,  at  prefent, 
conduded  under  water,  which  prevents  the 
; i <■  • particles 
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particles  of  the  former  from  being  diffufed  in 
the  air.  Houfe-pai liters  and  plumbers  have 
the  fymptoms  in  the  order  juft  now  menti- 
oned, and  are  affedted  at  different  periods  after 
application  to  buhnefs ; fome  in  a few  weeks, 
fome  not  till  the  third  or  fourth  year  : a few, 
with  ftrong  conftitutions,  follow  thefe  occu- 
pations twenty  or  thirty  years,  yet  neither  lofe 
the  motion  of  their  limbs,  nor  ever  experience 
the  Colica  Pidtonum.  The  limbs  are  feldoin 
dilabled  without  very  many  previous  fits  of 
the  Colic,  and  not  unlefs  the  bufinefs  has 
been  clofely  purfued  from  five  to  ten  years  or 
more.  It  is  ftngular  that  the  tongue  is  never 
injured,  and  that  the  right  hand  is  not  more 
affected  than  the  left.  Painters  ufually  have 
weak  and  tender  eyes,  and  are  often  affedfed 
with  dimnefs  or  total  lofs  of  fight..  I am 
informed  that  men  conftantly  employed  to- 
incorporate  the  white  lead  with  oil  lofer 
much  fooner  than  houfe-painters,  the  ufe  of 
their  fingers  and  wrifts,  which  can  never  be 
reftored.  The  pains  of  the  bowels,  the  fwel- 
lings  of  the  joints,  and  tendernefs  in  the  foies 
of  the  feet,  are  always  greatly  aggravated 
during  the  fummer  feafon.  The  proper  treat- 
ment for  the  Colica  Pidlonum  is  nearly  the 
fame  as  that  requifite  for  the  Dyfentery.  (See 
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the  next  Report. ) Whan  the  difeafe  extends 
to  the  head  and  limbs,  a warm  bath  is  often 
found*  highly  advantageous. 

The  Synochus,  in  June,  was  attended  with 
the  ufual  fyinptoms,  and  feldom  of  long 
duration.  No  regular  account  of  this 
fummer  difeafe  has  been  given  by  Morton 
Or  Sydenham,  A Remittent  Fever,  men- 
tioned in  Dr.  Fothergill’s  Obfervations  on 
Weather  and  Difeafes  in  Auguft  and  Sep- 
tember, 1753,  after  a very  hot  fummer, 
feems  to  coincide  with  the  Synochus  for- 
merly defcribed  (See  page  25)  : “ Remittent 
“ Fevers,  with  violent  head-aches,  vomitings, 
a<  rettleflhefs,  faintings,  high-coloured  urine, 
“ and  bilious  ftools,  became  more  frequenr, 
“ but  not  very  fatal ; the  patients  bear  mo- 
*i  derate  bleeding  well,  gentle  purgatives  of 
“ the  faline  kind,  and  plentiful  diluents ; 
“ blitters  are  feldom  indicated : when  ap- 
“ plied,  they  are  often  injurious,  and  often 
“ bring  on  unconquerable  ftranguries,  to 
“ which  the  lick  are  many  of  them  prone, 
“ this  prefent  feafon,  where  no  blitters  have 
f(  been  applied.  And  the  writer  thinks  be 
“ has,  oftener  than  in  one  feafon,.  found 
“ that  blitters,  after  hot,  dry  fummers,  are 
« injurious  in  common,  and*  perhaps,  for 

“ the 
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tc  the  very  feafoas'  that  render  them  bene- 
“ fkial,  nay,  abfoluteiy  neceflary,  in  itiofi: 
kinds  of  vernal  Fevers.  In  the  prefent 
“ Remittent  Fevers,  the  fick  are  difpofed  to 
“ copious,  fweats,  which,  weaken,  but  afford 
‘‘  no  relief.  Every  plentiful  evacuation 
“ fmks  them  confiderably,  and  efpecially  if 
“ the  difeafe  is  advanced  a few  days,  which 
“ is  mentioned  to  guard  againfl  the  im- 
“ prudent,  indifcriminate  ufe  of  a celebrated 
powder,  on  account  of  its  danger  and  un- 
“ certainty.”  i 

It  is  fingular  that  this  writer  does  not  dif- 
tinguifh,  by  any  fpecific  name,  the  autumnal 
malignant  Fever,  nor  has  any  where  re- 
marked that  it  fpreads  by  contagion.  Her 
terms  it  in  one  place  “ Infidious,  rheumatic 
“ Fever”  (Nov.  1752)  ; in  another  place 
“ Slow,  continual  Fever”  (Jan.  1753);  in 
other  paflages  “ Slow,  remittent  Fever” 
(June,  1751);  “Slow,  remitting,  dangerous 
“ Fever”  (Oft.  1753);  “Slow,  treache- 
rous,  remittent  Fever”  (Dec.  1753)  ; 
“ Dangerous,  remittent  Fever”  (Auguft., 
September,  Oftober,  November,  1754).  Ho 
details,  however,  its  charafteriftic  fymp- 
toms  with  precifion,  and  has  noted  the  oc- 
cahonal  appearance  of  aphtha^  miliary  puf- 
utrv  ••  • tules. 
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tides,  and  petechiae.  After  various  confeder- 
ations, he  feems  at  length  to  decide  againft 
bleeding  in  this  Fever,  a point  of  pradtice  at 
that  time  generally  adopted.  Sydenham 
flightly  mentions  contagion  as  a mode  in 
which  Fevers  may  be  propagated.  He  has 
formed  fpecies  of  them  rather  on  fanciful 
grounds  : for,  though  fometimes  complicated 
•with  other  difeafes,  their  general  appearances 
are  uniform,  and  fufficiently  charadteriftic.'* 
A Fever,  of  fix  or  eight  weeks’  duration,  at- 
tended with  heat,  pain  of  the  head,  delirium-, 
petechias,  fweating,  and  a ptyalifm  perhaps 
the  effect  of  aphthae,  he  calls  Febris  variolofa 
(page  125).  His  Dyfenteric  Fever  (page 
152)  was  characterized  by  bilious  diarrhoea, 
violent  pain  of  the  head,  a thick,  white  fur 
upon  the  tongue,  aphthae-,  and  occafional 


* The  charndteri flics  of  malignant  Fever  are  given  by 
.Sydcnharp  himfclf,  with -much  accuracy,  fee.  i.  cap.  3 ; anti 
ProcefTai  integri,  page  19,  cap.  2,  De  Morbis.  Epidemicis. 

The  varieties  of  Fever,  mentioned  by  him,  are  ramifica- 
tions from  the  original  flock  marked  by  fome  particular 
fymptom  : — “ Anni,  1667,  1660,  Fcbrihi  variolofam,  et 
“ Variolas  produxerunt  : — Anni,.  1669,  70,  71,  72, 
il  Febrim  dy  fentericam : — • Anui,.  1-673,  -74>  75>  Febrim 
t£  comatof<uu/’ 


ptyalifm, 
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ptyalifm.  The  fame  difeafe  was,  according 
to  another  account,  attended  with  fore-throat 
and  rheumatic  pains.  He  alfo  diftinguifhes 
a Febris  comatofa  (Proceftus,  p.  16),  and 
Febris  morbillofa  (page  21 7),  fuppofing 
every  continued  Fever  to  take  the  leading 
features, of  its  form  from  fame  other  epidemic 
difeafe  (page  216).  In  fhort,  forgetting  the 
eftedts  of  contagion,  and  in  what  fituations 
malignant  Fevers  arc  at.  fii  ft  produced,  (See 
above,  page  254^-8,)  he  refers  their  origin  to 
fome  occult  ftate-of  the  air,  wholly,  unconnect- 
ed with  it6  fenftble- qualities.-  “ Yariae  funt 
“ annorum  ccmftitutioncs,  quae  neque  calori, 
“ neque’  frigori,  non  ficco  humidove  ortum 
“ fuum  debent,  fed  ab  occulta  potius  et  in- 
explicahili  -quadam  akeratione  in  ipfts 
“ terrae  vifeeribus  pendent,  unde  aer  ejufmodi 
“ effluviis  contaminatur,  quae  humana  cor- 
“ pora  h-uic  aut  i!H  morboaddicunt,  determi- 
“ nantque.”  (See.  i.  cap.  2,  page  5.) 
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ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  30 th  of  June  to  the  End  of  Sept. 

jT  j ' • ? « , , ' ' [ / 

Lift  of  the  FEBRILE  DISEASES  which 
occurred  in  my  own  Pra£tice. 

/^ONT AGIOU S,  malignant 


Fever 83 

Small-pox  . . 37 

Scarlatina  anginofa  10 

Meafles  . 7 

Ghicken-pox  . 2 

Hooping  Cough 3 

Pemphigus 1 

Eryhpelas 2 

Acute  Rheumatifm 5 

Gout 3 

Ophthalmia 5 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  5 

Erythematic  and  Aphthous 

Sore-throat 8 

Croup 1 

Catarrh 7 

Pneumonic  Inflammation  ...  9 


Inflammation  of  the  bowels  . . 4 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  2 

*_  Hepatitis 
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Hepatitis  ..........  r . . 3 

Epiftaxis .......  2 

Apoplexy  2 

H s mop  toe 6 

Haemateraehs  . . . . 4 

Iafeeftmal  Hsemorrhagy  3 

Abortus,  and  Menorrhagia  . . 8 

Ephemera 5 

Cephalalgia 12 

Synochus,  or  Summer  Fever . . 32 

Cholera 33 

Dyfentery 18 


Bilious  vomiting,  and  Diarrheea,  42 
Acute  Difcrafes  of  Infants 
Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  , . 8 

j*!;j  j Eli  .V  . - U * i j ! >.i  j [}•<  ; 

Hedfic,  and  Slow  Fever  ....  13 

Quotidian  2 

Tertian . . r , . 3 

Hemicrania  . . . 2 


The  prefent  fumnier  lias  been  the  hotted: 
of  any  within  my  recollection,  From  the 
2 2d  of  June  to  the  19th  of  Auguft.  there 
were  fifty-feven  clear,  funfhine  days.  The 
range  of  the  thermometer  was,  in  July,  from 
540  to  8r°-;  in  Augtrft  from  5-3°  to  8-9°. 
Out  of  the  fhade,  the  heat  could  not  be  en- 
dured 
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tlnred  for  any  length  of  time : the  nights 
alfo  being  clcrfe  and  fultry,  the  atmofphcre 
always  i impregnated  with  dull,  habitations  in 
London  became  fcarcely  tenable.  Manfions 
'at  fome  di dance  from  it  were  not,  however, 
exempt  from  inconveniences.  The  trees  and 
fhrubs  were  withered  by  the  continued  adlion 

j 

of  the  fun’s  rays  : gardens,  plantations,  &:c. 

were  whitened  by  duff  from  the  high  roads  ; 

and  the  brown,  fcorched  herbage,  rendered 

the  appearance  of  the  country  defolate  and 

joylefs.  Infinite  {warms  of  infedls  infeffecl 

both  the  funfhine  and  the  fhade:  fome  fpecies 

of  them,  not  ufually  troublefome,  enforced 

attention  from  their  numbers.  Whoever 

walked  out  at  mid-day,  in  July,  had  every 

white  article  of  chefs  nearly  covered  with 

fmall  green  Aphides,  which  could  not  be 

brufhed  off  without  much ' difficulty.  In 

Auguft,  thefe  infe£ls  were  of  a dark  brown 

colour,  and  equally  numerous  : on  the  morn- 

, 

ing  of  the  20th,  after  a violent  ftorra,  I ob- 
ferved  thoufands  of  them  lying  dead  in 
ftables,  and  other  out-houfes,  nor  did  any 
appear  afterwards.* 

Cafes 

* Aphis.  Roftrum  inficxum:  antenna:  thorace  longiores : 
ala:  quatuor  ercita; : pedes  ambulatorii : abdomen  poftice 

ftepius 
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Cafes  of  the  Synochus,  or  Summer  F ever, 
were  numerous  in  ]uly  and  Auguft:  but  the 
only  appearances  I obferved,  in  addition  to 
thofe  already  mentioned,  (See  page  28,)  were 
a frequent  eruption  of  miliary  puftules,  with 
or  without  a rafh  ; hasmorrhagy  from  the 
nofe  ; a fixed  pain  acrofs  the  eves  ; and  the 
fymptom  termed  coma  vigil.  The  Meafles, 
and  Scarlatina,  did  not  commence  till  Sep- 
tember. Inflammatory,  rheumatic,  and  ca- 


foepius  bicornc.  Linn.  Syfh  Nat.  Infc£t.  Hemiptera,  gen. 
327.  Mr.  White,  in  his  Natural  Hifloiy  of  Selborne,' 
mentions  a fudden  appearance  of  thefe  infe£ls,  in  immenfe 
fwarms,  obferved  on  the  lit  of  AugufV,  1785:  “ At  about 
14  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  which  was  very 
44  hot,  the  people  of  the  village  were  furprifed  by  a fhow’cr 
44  of  Aphides  or  Smother-flics,  which  fell  in  thefe  parts. 
44  Thofe  that  were  walking  in  the  ftreet,  at  that  juncture, 
u found  themfelves  covered  with  thefe  infedts,  which 
u fettled  alfo  on  the  hedges  and  gardens,  blackening  all  the 
44  vegetables  where  they  alighted.  My  annuals  were  dif- 
44  coloured  with  them,  and  the  Italks  of  a bed  of  onions 
44  were  quite  coated'  over  for  fix  days  after.  Thefe  armies 
“ were  then,  no  doubt,  in  a fate  of  emigration,  and  fhift- 
44  ing  their  quarters;  and  might  have  come,  as  far  as  W'e 
M know,  from  the  great  hop-plantations  of  Kent  or  Suflex, 
44  the  wind  being  all  that  day  in  the  eaflerly  quarter. 
44  They  were  obferved,  at  the  fame  time,  in  great  clouds,. 
44  about  Farnham,  and  all  along  the  Vale  from  Famham  to 
44  Alton."  Page  268. 
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tarrhal,  afFediohs  likewife  ceafed  during  the 
hot  weather,  which  was  almoft  wholly  oc- 
cupied by  malignant  Fevers  and  the  Small- 
pox. Fevers  from  contagion  are  not,  in  the 
greateft  heat  of  fummer,  attended  with  the 
comatofe  (late,  (mentioned  page  231,)  but  pro- 
duce, at  an  early  period  of  their  courfc,  a 
wakeful  and  active  delirium,  a quick  and 
agitated  pulfe,  with  every  fymptom  of  violent 
irritation.  The  difeafe,  under  fiich  a form', 
is,  in  common  language,  denominated  Phrenv.y 
Fever,  a title  which,  I am  forry  to  obferve, 
medical  practitioners  cccafionally  adopt,  and, 
having  adopted  it,  apply  for  the  cafe  a mode 
.of  neatmeVitr-  applicable-  to  another  difeafe. 
On  this  fubjeCb,  I beg  leave  to  fay,  drat  it'  is 
injurious  to  draw  much  blood  from  tbe  head 
by  c.uppiog-glalTes  ; and  that  whoever  is  bled 
largely  from  the  arm-  is  precipitated  to  certain 
death.  By  a gentle  emetic,  or  laxative  at 
'flfft,  by  the  ufe  of  camphor,  with  fmall 
dofes  of  tindture  of  opium,  frequently  re- 
peated, by  washing  the  head  with  vinegar* 
and  the  body,  in  fome  cafes,  with  cold  water, 
the  patient  becomes  tradable,  recovers  his 
proper  feelings,  takes  food,  gets  a little  fleep 
at  intervals,  and  paffes  through  the  latter 
ftages  of  the  difeafe  often  without  any  ma- 
terial 
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terial  embarraffment.  Contagious,  malig- 
nant Fevers  are  feldom  numerous  during 
the  hotted:  part  of  fummer : and,  fome  years, 
they  wholly  difappear  at  that  feafon.  T he 
reafon  of  tliis  may  be,  that  rooms  are  then 
lefs  crouded  and  better  ventilated.  That  the 
heat  or  drynefs  of  the  air  cannot  alone  pro- 
duce fuch  an  effect,'''  the  prefent  fummer 
affords  a fufficient  proof.  . The  number  of 
infectious  Fevers  in  it  has  exceeded  that 
in  moft  other  fummers,  probably  becaufe  the 
unfavourable  feafon  preceding  (See  pages  329 
and  254)  had  caufed  fo  general  a diffufion 
of  them,  that  the  fomites  of  contagion, 
which,  through  negligence  or  neceffity,  are 
always  preferved  in  the  dwellings  of  the  poor, 
acquired  a tenfold  degree  of  virulence  by  the 
fucceffion  of  perfons  affeCted,  and  continued 
their  baneful  operation  even  on  fubjeCts  not 
otherwife  predifpofed  to  Fever. 


* Contagious  Fevers  do  not  often  arife  in  very  hot  cli- 
mates : hence  fome  have  thought  that  contagion  is  decom- 
pofed  or  deftroyed  by  a great  degree  of  heat.  This  notion 
is,  however,  proved  to  be  erroneous  by  the  rapid  communi- 
cation of  the  dreadful  Fever  which  has  of  late  nearly  de- 
lated the  cities  of  America,  and  fome  of  the  principal  lea- 
ports  in  the  Well  Indies. 

The 
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The  Small-pox  often  fpreads  extenfivcly 
in  a hot  feafon,  appearing  in  the  confluent 
form,  attended  with  petechia?,  livid  veflcles, 
ulcerations  of  the  tongue,  palate,  throat,  &c. 
and  fucceeded  by  glandular  fwellings,  ulcers 
often  gangrenous,  about  the  thighs,  fcrotuin, 
and  knees,  puffy  tumours  of  the  foft  parts, 
enlargement  of  the  bones,  ftiffnefs  of  the 
joints,  ophthalmia,  deafnefs,  cough,  dyfpnoea, 
diarrhoea,  anafarca,  hydrothorax.  This  was 
exemplified  in  the  warm  fummer  of  1796 
(See  pages  38  and  42).  The  extent  of  the 
difeafe  feemed  greater,  though  its  fatality  was 
lefs,  in  the  prefent  year.  According  to  the 
Bills  of  Mortality,  there  died,  of  the  Small- 
pox, in  May  59  perfons  ; in  June  78  ; in 
July  188  ; in  Auguft  279:  in  September 
576  ; in  Odtober  335  ; in  November  315. 

Having  given  the  report  of  cafes  admitted 
into  the  Small-pox  Hofpital  for  1796  and 
1797,  (See  pages  68  and  140,)  I will  here 
put  down  the  numbers  admitted  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  years.  During  the  year  1798,  there 
were  admitted,  in  the  natural  Small-pox,  265: 
inoculated  2322,  of  whom  3 died.  During 
the  year  1799,  admitted  in  the  natural  Small- 
pox 181:  inoculated  2342,  of  whom  4 died. 
From  the  iff  of  January  to  the  end  of  March, 

1800, 
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1800,  admitted  35  ; from  the  ift  of  April  to 
the  29th  of  September,  admitted,  in  the  na- 
tural Small-pox,  128  : inoculated  within  the 
fame  period  1133,  of  whom  only  2 died. 
The  cafes  of  natural  Small-pox  were  fo 
virulent,  during  the  hot  months,  that  nearly 
one-third  of  them  proved  fatal. 

Few  acute  difeafes,  it  was  before  obferved, 
made  their  appearance  while  the  weather, 
continued  hot  and  dry  : but,  in  confequence 
of  the  rain,  and  fudden  change  of  tempera- 
ture, after  the  19th  of  Auguft,  the  fcene 
was  immediately  changed,  and  prefented  a 
new  feries  of  epidemic  complaints,  which 
took  place  with  an  unexampled  violence  of 
fymptoms.  The  diforders  were  Catarrh, 
Sore-throat,  Pleurify,  Peripneumony,  In- 
flammation of  the  liver  and  inteftines,  Agues, 
Haemorrhagies,  Diarrhoea,  Cholera,  and,. 
Anally,  the  Dyfentery.  The  Erythematic 
Sore-throat  is  characterized  by  a ftrong  rednefs 
of  the  tonfils,  palate,  tongue,  and  back  of  the 
fauces  ; likewife  of  the  velum  pendulum  and 
uvula,  with  a confiderable  elongation  of. 
them.  There  is  always  a weak,  quick,  and 
tremulous  pulfe,  general  debility,  lofs  of 
appetite,  and  a morhid  degree  of  fenlibility 
as  to  light,  founds,  &c.  The  complaint  is 

often 
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cffteti  attended  with  a drynefs  and  floppage  of 
the  noftrils,  likewife  with  pain  and  deafhefs 
in  one  or  both  ears,  and  with  difcharge  of 
matter  from  them.  It  was  farther,  during 
the  prefent  feafon,  attended  with  a fwelling 
of  the  tongue,  efpecially  of  its  nnder-fide  : 
patients  in  this  fituation  felt  as  if  the  tongue 
had  been  wrapped  round  with  cloth  or  velvet. 
Some  of  the  cafes  terminated  by  flight  fup- 
puration,  others  by  a difcharge  of  lymph,  or 
of  lymph  mixed  with  blood.  The  Erythe- 
matic  Sore-throat,  which  is  often  merely  the 
prelude  to  the  Aphthous  Sore-throat  formerly 
defcribed,  is,  like  it,  contagious,  and  affe£U 
perfons  who  have  previoufly  had  the  Scar- 
latina anginofa.  The  proper  regimen,  for 
the  Er-ythematic  and  Aphthous  Sore-throat, 
is  hated  page  1 13.  Leeches,  blitters,  anti- 
monials,  and  purgatives,  feem  detrimental ; 
while,  in  the  former  fpecies  at  leaf!:,  the  ufe 
- of  bark  and  the  mineral  acids  may  be  in 
general  adopted  with  a certainty  of  relief. 

The  Cholera  was  a frequent  difeafe  in 
September,  but  particularly  fo  after  the  rains 
on  the  19th  and  20th  of  Auguft.  To  a 
profufe  difcharge  of  green  bile  from  the 
ttomach  and  inteftines,  cold  fweats,  fainting, 
and  hiccough,  were  fuperadded  mott  painful 

cramps 
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cramps  of  the  mufcles  of  .the  lower  extre- 
mities. The  trunk  of  the  body  was  fimilarly 
affeded,  being  jerked  from  fide  to  fide  by 
fudden  and  violent  convulllons.  Dr.  Syden- 
ham has  mentioned  the  fame  circumftances 
in  Cholera  after  the  hot  fummer  of  the  year 
1676.  “ Exeunte  reflate  Cholera  Morbus 

“ epidemice  jam  freviebat,  et  infueto  tempef- 
“ tatis  calore  evedus,  atrociora  convulfio- 
“ num  fymptomata,  eaque  diuturniora  fecum 
“ trahebat  quam  mihi  prius  unquam  videre 
“ contigerat.  Neque  enim  folum  abdomen, 
“ uti  alias  in  hoc  raalo,  fed  univerfi  jam 
“ corporis  mufculi,  brachiorum  crurumque 
“ prae  reiiquis,  fpafmis  tentabantur  diriffimis, 
“ ita  ut  ffiger  e ledo  fubinde  exiliret,  fi  forte 
“ extenfo  quaquaverfum  corpore  eorum  vim 
“ poffit  eludere.”  Epifl.  1. 

In  the  cafe  of  Tetanus,  which  occurred  at 
the  beginning  of  July,  there  had  not  been 
any  accident  or  local  injury  whatever.  The 
only  previous  circumftance,  likely  to  have 
contributed  towards  the  formation  of  the 
difeafe,  was  diftrefs  of  mind.  Befides  a com- 
plete locking  of  the  jaw,  there  feemed  to  be 
a painful  rigidity  in  all  the  mufcles  of  the 
neck,  while  the  head  was  firmly  and  per- 
manently retraded.  The  patient  was  a fe- 
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mate,  thirty-two  years  of  age,  in  a debilitated 
date  of  conftkution  r her  pulfe  was  obfcurc 
and  irregular  : the  had  no  dcfire  for  nourifh- 
ment ; neither  could  any  evacuations  be  pro- 
duced from  the  bowels.  After  being  ex- 
haufted  with  pain,  tremors,  watchfulnefs,  de- 
lirium, and  ftrong  perfpi rations,  fhe  died 
oil  the  eighth  day  of  the  difeafe. 

The  commencement  of  the  Epidemical  Dy- 
fentery  was  fudden  and  violent : it  took  place 
ufually  after  fome  imprudent  expofure  to  cold, 
or  damp  air,  with  moil  excruciating  pain  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  bowels,  heat,  third,  naufea, 
vomiting  of  green  bile,  perpetual  forcing  or 
draining  to  difeharge  the  feces,  with  nu- 
merous but  fmall  evacuations.  A confder- 
able  degree  of  fever  appeared  in  the  world 
cafes,  and  continued  from  eight  to  twelve 
days : the  pulfe  was  ioo  in  the  morning, 
and  120  in  the. evening  : all  the  upper  furface 
of  the  tongue  was  covered  with  a whitilh 
incruftation,  through  which  many  of  the 
-enlarged  papillse  feemed  to  penetrate  ; and  die 
fauces  were  often  of  a dark-red  colour. 
The  dools  were  liquid,  and,  at  fed,  wholly 
without  fetor  : they  were  fometimes  clear 
and  gelatinous  ; fometimes  like  ragged  pieces 
of  fkin, ' or  firings  of  a reddifh  colour,  fuf- 
• • * ' pended 
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pended  in  water ; fometimes  confiding  only  of 
blood  having  a froth  on  the  furface ; fometimes 
of  blood  mixed  with  the  other  appearances. 
The  conftant  preffing  and  exertion  to  evacu- 
ate thefe  matters  made  the  return  exquifitely 
painful  and  tender,  caufed  heat  and  difficulty 
in  making  water,  and  produced  fo  great  a 
degree  of  debility,  with  faintnefs,  that  many 
patients  became  incapable  of  ufing  a bed-pan, 
and,  therefore,  lying  motionlefs,  difcharged  the 
faeces  on  cloths.  The  pain  gradually  extended 
upwards  to  the  flomach  ; the  whole  abdomen 
becoming  fore  and  tenfe,  fo  that  not  the 
flighted:  preffure  could  be  borne  upon  it.  I 
feared y ever  recoiled  to  have  feen,  in  any 
complaint,  a flronger  expreff^on  of  agony 
than  this  diforder  occafloned,  during  the  firffc 
ten  days  of  its  courfe.  Befides  the  increafe 
of  pain  after  every  ftool,  there  was,  in  feveral 
cafes,  a periodical  aggravation  of  it  for  three 
or  four  hours  every  forenoon.  The  nights 
were,  at  the  fame  time,  fleeplefs,  fever! {h, 
and  agitated  : . there  was  likewife  a confine t 
flufliing  of  the  face,  with  coldnefs,  of  the 
lower  extremities.  No  refpite  from  pain  and 
fever  was  obtained  till  the  ufual  foetor  took 
place  in  the  difeharges  from  the  bowels. 
Immediately  after  this  change,  a considerable 

O % quantity 


L *92  ] 

quantity  of  black,  or  dark-coloured,  fceculent 
matter,  highly  ofFenfive  both  to  the  light  and 
fmell,  was  evacuated.  Similar  ftools  conti- 
nued to  pafs,  at  intervals,  for  feveral  days  : 
at  length  the  difeharge  became  nearly  of  the 
ufual  colour  and  confidence  ; but  was  oc- 
cahonally  intermixed  with  blood,  or  mucus, 
when  there  was  alfo  a ' return  of  griping, 
tenefmus,  &c.  The  duration  of  the  difeafe 
was,  in  fome  inflances,  three  weeks  ; in 
others,  five  or  fix  weeks.  When  the  violent 
grinding  pain  ceafed  in  the  bowels,  pains 
Were  felt  about  the  upper  part  of  the  thighs ; 
fometimes  in  the  fhoulders  or  arms:  fome- 
times die  ftomach  alone  was  a fiddled  with 
pain  periodically.  The  white  fur  on  the 
tongue,  produced  by  the  primary  fever,  was, 
in  the  fecond  or  third  week  of  the  difeafe, 
fucceeded  by  a fhining,  fmooth,  rofe-coloured 
appearance,  and  flight  tumefadlion  of  the 
tongue,  finally  terminating  in  aphthous  ul- 
cerations. A few  patients,  after  all  the 
dyfenteric  fymptoms  were  removed,  became 
hedlical,  emaciated,  and  droplical,  neither 
recovering  appetite  nor  ftrength  in  lefs  than 
ten  weeks. 

This  Epidemic  having  been  deferibed  under 
it?  fevered:  form,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that 

many 
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many  cafes  were  much  more  flight,  being 
without  fever,  and  only  marked  by  griping 
pains  at  intervals,  tenefmus,  and  numerou-s 
liquid  flools,  occalionally  flreaked  with  blood. 
Such  likewife  are  the  ufual  fymptoms  of 
the  fporadic  Dyfentery,  which  occurs  a 1 mo  ft 
every  autumn,  and  of  which  cafes  have  been 
often  noted  in  the  foregoing  pages.  Neither 
in  the  prefent,  nor  at  any  preceding  period, 
has  the  Dyfenterv  in  London  appeared  to  be 
contagious.  It  affords  me  fatisfaclion  to  add, 
that  1 never  yet  faw  a fatal  cafe  of  it.* 

No  advantage  feemed  to  accrue,  in  this 
difeafe,  from  the  repeated  application  of 
leeches  to  the  abdomen.  Fomentations  af- 


* In  a lady,  who  was  very  feverely  afhdted,  and  whofe 
houfe  was  adjoining  to  Spa-Fields,  a fatal  turn  had  nearly  been 
given  to  the  complaint,  by  a circumftance  unnfual  at  the 
outlkirt  of  a populous  city.  Soon  after  midnight,  a brown 
owl  began  to  hoot  and  flap  its  wings,  loudly  and*  violent- 
ly, on  the  outflde  of  her  chamber-window,  whence  it 
could  not  be  diflodged  without  fomc  difficulty.  The  omen 
was,  however,  averted,  my  patient  being  now  re-ftored  to 
perfect  health.  Owls,  during  their  midnight  revels  in  the 
country,  when  any  folitary  light  appears,  as  in  a fick  room, 
fly  to  it,  and  often  invite  their  fallows  thither  by  loud  cries, 
to  the  great  terror  of  fuperftitious  cottagers.  London  owls, 
which  arc  brought  up  tame  by  gardeners,  may  be  fuppofed 
to  have  nearly  the  fame  habits  as  their  ruftic  brethren. 
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forded  no  relief,  but  feemed  rather  to  be  de- 
trimental. rhe  only  mode  of  mitigating  the 
pains,  and  fhprtening  the  duration  of  the 
complaint,  was  by  giving,  alternately,  purga- 
tives and  opiates.  Of  the  former,  I chiefly 
employed  vitriolated  magnefia,  oleum  ricini, 
and  calomel.  Their  operation  was  attended 
with  a great,  though  temporary,  aggravation  ■ 
of  pain  and  draining,  info  much,  that  patients 
could  not  be  induced  to  take  the  fame  medi- 


cine twice  : it  was  therefore  neceffafv  eithefi 
to  give  them  in  fucceffion,  or  under  different 
forms.  Strong  dofes  were  likewife  requifite, 
in  order  to  produce  dools  of  the  ufual  fmell 
and  confidence : and,  unlefs  this  effect  took 
place,  the  patient  was  made  to  fuffer  without 
any  advantage.  Neither  did  opiates  afford 
red,  or  the  lead  alleviation  of  pain,  if  not 
preferibed  in  the  dronged  form.  After  a pur- 
gative had  been  admini  defied,  it  was  neceffary 
to  give  a draught,  with  twenty  or  twenty-five 
drops  of  the  tindlure  of  opium,  early  in  the 
evening,  and  to  repeat  it  every  three  hours, 
in  order  to  fecure  fome  quiet  during  the  night, 
and  a refpite  from  the  morning  exacerbation. 
I gave  the  opiates  every  night,  butfeldom  found 
that  a purgative  medicine  could  be  borne 
oftener  than  every  fecond  Or  every  third  day. 


In 
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' In  the  cafes  of  Hepatitis  there  was  fome 
fvvelling,  and  tenfion,  on  the  right  iide  of  the 
abdomen,  with  a deep-feated  pain,  a imall, 
but  not  quick,  pulfe,  great  coftivenefs,  fre- 
quent vomiting  of  green  bile,  extreme  debility 
and  languor,  third:,  and  total  lofs  of  appetite. 
The  urine,  when  fir  ft  made,  was  of  a dark- 
brown  colour,  but,  after  it  had  flood  a few 
hours,  depofited  a black  fediment.  All  the 
cafes  put  down  terminated  fatally.  Leeches, 
blifters,  calomel,  effervefcing  draughts,  &c. 
did  not  appear  to  produce  any  beneficial  ef- 
fect. Indeed,  on  former  occafions,  I have 
Obferved  whenever  urine  of  a blackifh  colour 
has  been  united  with  the  train  of  fymptoms 
above-dated,  whether  in  Hepatitis  or  Cholera, 
the  cafes  have  been  always  fatal. 

Pemphigus,  or  the  Velicular  Fever,  is  a 
rare  difeafe  in  this  country  (See  page  180-1). 
The  folitary  inflance  of  it,  noted  in  July, 
was  a young  woman,  about  twenty  years  of 
age,  teacher  in  a fchool  at  Walworth,  and 
of  a weakly  conftitution:  fire  had  taken  fome 
mercurial  remedies,  for  a glandular  (welling, 
three  weeks  before  her  eruptive  complaint 
appeared.  It  began  with  a violent  heat  and 
itching  at  one  of  her  elbows  : the  other  was 
foon  after  afFetSted,  when  both  arms  fwelled 
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tip  to  the  fhoulder,  and,  within  two  days, 
they  were  covered  with  vefications.  The 
veficles  foon  broke,  and  difeharged  an  acri- 
monious lymph,  which  bliflered  where  it  fell. 
Similar  veficles  arofe,  in  a day  or  two,  on 
the  face,  the  fcalp,  the  trunk  of  the  body,  the 
limbs,  the  palms  of  the  hands,  and  the  foies 
of  the  feet.  They  were  fmall  and  clofe 
together,  fo  that,  after  they  were  broken, 
nearly  the  whole  cuticle  was  detached.  The 
fever,  and  the  eruptive  ftage  of  the  diforder, 
lafted,  on  the  whole,  about  eight  days. 
During  that  time,  the  patient  was  weak, 
irritable,  and  tremulous,  her  pulfe  being 
.generally  132  : ihe  had  no  appetite,  got  but 
little  reft,  and  was  fometimes  delirious.  Her 
face  was  fcabbed  all  over,  as  in  the  confluent 
Small-pox.  Before  a new  cuticle  was  formed 
on  the  trunk  of  the  body,  there  was  a thin 
incruflation,  which  gradually  peeled  off  in  dry, 
yellowifh  feales ; but  a frefh  difchaVge  and 
a new  incruflation  repeatedly  took  place. 
The  fkin  of  the  legs  was  red  and  tender,  and 
appeared  as  if  fluddea  with  miliary  puflyles, 
which,  breaking,  difeharged  their  lymph,  and 
were  fucceeded  by  others.  At  the  end  of  the 
third  week,  the  fkin  of  her  fingers  and  toes 
came  off  entire,  together  with  the  nails. 

Three 
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Three  weeks  more  elapfed  before  the  cuticle 
was  reft  ©red  lb  that  fhe  could  ftir  out  of  her 
bed.  I faw  her,  on  the  firft  of  Odtober, 
free  from  complaint : her  nails  were  then 
renewed  ; her  hair,  which  had  at  firft  partly 
fallen  ofF,  was  become  thicker  ; the  Ikin  of 
her  neck,  arms,  and  legs,  appeared  rough, 
papulated,  and  fcaly,  as  in  a flight  kind  of 
the  Dry  Tetter  ; her  eyes  remained  weak  and 
tender,  as  they  had  indeed  been  from  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  diforder. 


ACCOUNT  of  DISEASES  in  LONDON, 

From  the  30 th  of  Sept,  to  the  25//;  of  Dec. 


Lift  of  the  FEBRILE  DISEASES  which 
occurred  in  my  own  Prabtice. 

/ lONTAGIOUS,  malignant 


V_-4  Fever  . . 

Small-pox  ..... 

Scarlatina 

Mealies  1 

Hooping  Cough  . . 

o 5 


Eryfipelas 
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Erysipelas 5 

Catarrh  66 

Acute  Rheumatifm  12 

Gout 2 

Otalgia 2 

Inflammatory  Sore-throat  ...  4 

Erythematic  and  Aphthous 

Sore-throat 7 

Pleurify 5 

Peripneumony 10 

Inflammation  of  the  bowels  . . 2 

Peritoneal  Inflammation  ....  1 

Plepatitis  2 

Epiftaxis 1 

Apoplexy  1 

Haem6ptoe 5 

Haematemefis 1 

Inteftinal  Hsemorrhagy  ....  2 

Abortus,  and  Menorrhagia  . . 5 

Ephemera 3 

Cephalalgia S 

Urticaria  febrilis  . .......  1 

Cholera 4 

Dyfentery ..14 

Bilious  vomiting,  and  Diarrhoea,  27 
Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants  ...  26 
Child-bed  and  Milk  Fevers  . . 5 


He&ic 
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Heclic  and  Slow  Fever  . . . . 17 


Quotidian 2 

Tertian 1 

Hem  i crania 4 


- • 

The  weather, : in  Odlober  and  November, 
■was  remarkably  fine  and  milid,  the  wind 
being  generally  weft,  north-weft,  or  fouth- 
vveft,  with  occafional  Ihowers  of  rain  ; the 
medium  altitude  of  the  thermometer  about 
550.  Accordingly,  during  fix  weeks,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  former  month  to  the 
middle  of  the  latter,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city,  and  its  environs,  were  more  free 
from  difeafes  than  has  been  known,  at  the 
fame  feafon,  for  many  years  paft.  The 
Small-pox  and  Scarlet  Fever  gradually  de- 
clined ; the  Mealies  and  Hooping  Cough 
difappeared.  Fevers  were  lefs  numerous, 
but  continued  from  infection  ; and  the  Dy- 
fernery  was  not  fo  extenfive,  nor  attended, 
except  in  a few  cafes,  with  fymptoms  fo 
violent  as  during  the  month  of  September. 
At  the  latter  end  of  November,  and  be- 
ginning of  December,  when  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  air  frequently  varied,  there  being 
.alternations  of  wet  days,  with  frofty  night6, 
the  feiies  of  complaints,  ufual  at  the.  ap- 
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proach  of  winter,  commenced,  viz.  Rheu- 
matifm,  Eryfipelas,  Catarrh,  Phthifis,  Hec- 
morrhagy,  Diarrhcea,  Inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  bowels,  &c.  The  Erythematic  Sore- 
throat  was  likewife  prevalent,  but  not  at- 
tended with  any  fymptoms  different  from 
thofe  Rated  in  the  laft  report.  It  termi- 
nated, in  one  cafe,  by  an  Hemicrania, 
which  commenced  daily  at  nine  o’clock, 
A.  M.  with  a flight  fhivering,  and  went  off, 
with  a conflderable  degree  of  faintnefs,  at 
five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

v 

As  "the  autumnal  feafon  always  favours 
the  progrefs  of  infectious  difeafes,  (See  page 
105,)  and  much  increafes  pulmonic  com- 
plaints, the  inhabitants  of  London  fhould  be 
more  efpecially  careful  to  avoid  contagion 
from  the  beginning  of  September,  till  there 
be  fettled,  fro  fly  weather ; and  regularly  to 
put  on  their  winter-dreffes  by  the  firfl:  of 
OCtober. 

Coughs  and  Confumptions  are  produced, 
independently  of  the  variations  in  tempera- 
ture, or  of  the  fmoaky,  clogged  atmofphere 
of  London,  and  often  rendered  inveterate  by 
different  employments  injurious  to  the  lungs. 
Thus  hair-dreflfers,  bakers,  mafons,  brick- 
layers’ labourers,  laboratory-men,  coal- 

heavers. 
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heavers,  and  chimney-fweepers,  are  liable 
to  be  affected  with  obftinate  pulmonic  dif- 
eafes  ; as  are  alfo,  in  an  equal  degree,  the 
dreflers  of  flax  and  feathers,  and  the  work- 
men in  the  warehoufes  of  leather-fellers.* 
Many  perfons,  thus  engaged,  ftruggle  with  a 
conftant,  hard,  troublefome  cough,  until  it  ter- 
minate in  confumption,  whereas,  by  a timely 
removal  into  purer  air,  and  a fuitable  regi- 
men, they  might  foon  have  been  reftored  to 
health,  f 


* The  workmen  employed  by  fugar-bakers  ufe  great 
exertions,  are  expofed  to  ftrong  heat,  and  often  drink  im- 
moderately. They  are  liable  to  Colds,  with  other  Pulmonic 
Diforders,  and  to  the  Rheumatifm.  By  perfevering  in  the 
work  for  a long  time,  they  become  fallow,  emaciated,  and 
dropfieal,  and  die  at  an  early  period  of  life. 

•f*  The  extra&um  papaveris  .albi  may  be  mentioned  as  an 
ufcful  palliative  in  Confumptions,  and  in  tickling  Coughs, 
which  remain  after  the  inflammatory  liage  of  Catarrh.  This 
remedy  is,  I believe,  generally  given  in  dofes  too  fmall  to 
produce  any  effeft  : and,  .therefore,  I think  it  not  amifs  to 
obferve,  that  a pill,  containing  five  grains  of  it,  fhould  be 
given  every  three,  four,  or  live  hours,  according  to  the  age 
and  conllitution  of  the  patient.  It  may  alfo  be  preferibed, 
with  advantage,  for  children  in  the  fccond  ftage  of  the 
Hooping  Cough. 


Indigeftion, 
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- * Indigeftion,  with  acidity,  flatulence,  liaufea, 
pain,  and  diftenfion  of  the  ftomach,  arifes 
from  other  caufes  befides  thofe  which  have 
been  mentioned  hitherto.  In  fome,  the 
fatigue  and  anxiety,  annexed  to  the  extenfive 
trades  carried  on  in  London,  produce  difordcrs 
of  the  ftomach  : in  others,  irregularity  as  to 
the  quality  or  time  of  their  meals,  and  long 
falling,  have  the  fame  efFe&.  Merchants, 
bankers,  and  other  men  of  bufmefs,  alfo 
counfellors,  attorneys,  and  medical  pradti- 
tioners  of  every  denomination,  at  fome  feafons 
of  the  year,  take  an  early  breakfalf,  and 
return  to  a late  dinner,  perhaps  after  fuffering 
much  for  two  or  three  hours,  both  from 
cold  and  hunger,  and  from  uneafy  fenfations 
of  faintnefs,  finking,  languor,  2kc.  When 
the  digellive  powers  have  thus  been  previoully 
debilitated,  the  procefs  of  digellion,  after  a 
hearty  meal,  is  flow  and  imperfeff.  Under 
fuch  circumftances,  it  is  not  lefs  injurious  to 
eat  haflfly,  and  to  take  flrong  exercife  im- 
mediately afterwards,  than  to  load  the  fto- 
mach with  dinner,  tea,  and  fupper,  at  one 
fitting,  a practice  ufual  among  men  of  bu- 
fmefs, as  well  as  men  of  pleafure,  and  likely, 
if  it  be  long  continued,  to  entail  on  both  of 
• ~ v " them 
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them  dileafes  to  which  the  clafs  of  fto- 
machic  medicines,  or  the  falubrious  waters 
of  Bath  and  Cheltenham,  will  not  be  able  to 
furnilh  a certain  antidote. 

Cutaneous  Difeafes  are  often  conne&ed 
with  diforders  of  the  llomach,  and  with  the 
general  hate  of  Afthenia,  formerly  defcribed. 
They  originate  in  London,  on  very  many 
occafions,  from  an  habitual  negledt  of  clean- 
linefs  in  workmen  and  others.  Not  only 
the  lungs,  but  the  Ikin,  mu  ft  be  injured  by 
the  trades  enumerated  page  300.  And  how 
ate  the  poor,  without  accommodations  for 
the  purpofe  at  home,  to  clear  their  bodies 
from  the  dirt,  dull,  and  unctuous  or  adhe- 
frve  fubftances,  which  various  employments 
fallen  on  them  ? There  being  no  provifion 
in  any  part  of  the  metropolis  for  wafhing  or 
bathing,*  they  quietly  fuffer  the  penalties 
annexed  to  the  want  of  cleanlinefs,  as  dis- 
agreeable Smells,  perpetual  irritation  with 
chaps  and  Allures  on  the  ikin,  boils,  and 
eruptions  of  painful,  inflamed,  puftules,  the 


* The  few  medicinal  Faths  in  London  are  not  applied 
for  the  purpofe  abovc-mcntkrned. 
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Itch  and  Prurigo,  the  Lepra,  the  dry 
Tetter,  the  running  Tetter,  the  DandrifF, 
and  Scald-head.  To  plunge  into  the  Thames 
is  difficult  and  dangerous  : we  are  therefore 
obliged  to  tolerate  the  difgufling  and  indecent 
plan  of  bathing  in  the  New-River,  to  which 
hundreds  of  men  and  boys  repair  every  fine 
day  in  fummer,  and  pollute  the  water  as  it 
flow’s  into  our  cifierns.  It  is  not,  however, 
this  revolting  idea  wffiich  fliould  ftimulate  us 
to  a£fion  : the  health  and  comforts  of  the 
poor  inhabitants  merit  a prior  confideration. 
Indeed,  all  ranks  of  fociety  would  be  greatly 
benefited  by  the  efiablifhment  of  cold  and 
tepid  baths,  acceffible  at  a moderate  expenfe  ; 
for,  by  a ftrange  thoughtleflbefs,  mofl  men 
refident  in  London,  and  very  many  ladies, 
though  accuftomed  to  wafh  their  hands  and 
face  daily,  negle<5t  wrafhing  their  bodies  from 
year  to  year.  Hence  the  perfpiration,  con- 
denfed  on  the  fkin,  gradually  obftru6ts  the 
exhalant  pores,  thereby  producing  various 
internal  complaints,  and  an  unirerfal  itching 
over  the  furface  of  the  body,  to  which  fome 
delicate  fufferers  reconcile  themfelves,  by  fup- 
pofing  a fcorbutic  difpofition  communicated 
from  their  progenitors,  without  any  fault  of 

their 
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their  own.  Itching  eruptions  on  the  fkin, 
often  denominated  Scurvy,  or  the  English 
Malady,  will  never  be  eradicated,  until  bathing 
or  wafhing  in  warm  water  become  general. 
The  introduction  of  it,  however,  is  not 
likely  to  be  the  work  of  phyficians  or  philo- 
fophers  alone.  They  muff  firft  influence 
thofe  who  are  the  leaders  of  fafhion.  Let 
fome  of  our  nobility  erect  baths,  on  the 
Oriental  plan,  in  their  fpacious  manflons, 
and,  by  fetting  an  example,  induce  others  to 
make  the  practice  of  bathing  habitual.  The 
cuftom  would  then  foon  be  adopted  in  every 
part  of  the  metropolis : and,  I have  no  doubt, 
the  Governors  of  the  City  ftrictly  fo  called, 
whofe  liberality  appears  on  fo  many  occafions, 
would  concur  in  eftablifhing  public  baths  for 
the  ufe  of  manufacturers,  fervants,  labourers, 
&c.  and  in  providing  fituations  and  fupport 
for  others,  to  be  ufed  by  perfons  of  a better 
rank,  at  a moderate  expenfe.  In  all  the 
cities  of  antient  Greece,  baths  were  erected 
and  regulated  under  public  authority.  At 
Rome,  fplendid  edifices  of  this  kind  were 
built  for  general  ufe,  and  furnifhed  with 
aqueducts,  by  the  munificence  of  vvealthy 
individuals,  fometimes  on  patriotic  principles, 
fometimes  with  the  view  of  acquiring  popu- 
larity. 
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larity.  Under  the  emperors  there  were  once 
870  baths  in  the  city  and  fnburbs.*  The 
bath  of  Antoninus  Caracalla  is  faid  to  have 
been  fo  large  that  it  could  accommodate, 
without  inconvenience,  1800  perfons  at 
the  fame  time.  Many  of  our  rich  and 
public-fpirited  citizens  have  fmglv  formed 
feftablifhments  of  gTeat  utility  and  extent. 
How  much  applaufe  would  that  liberal  man 
defervedly  obtain,  who  fhould  be  the  firft  to 
adorn  the  metropolis  of  his  country,  and 
benefit  its  inhabitants,  by  the  inftitution  here 
recommended,  — an  inftitution  fo  neceflary 
for  the  health  and  comfort  of  all  ! 

Although  the  Oriental  and  Ruffian  vapour- 
baths  are  fomewhat  different  from  the  therm® 
of  the  Romans,  yet  their  good  effects  are 
nearly  fimilar.  Mr.  Tooke’s  account  of 


* Agrippa  alone  built  170  baths  for  public  ufe  : “ Agrippa 
l<  veto  in  xdilitate  fua  lacus  700  fecit.  Adjecit  ipfe  in 
u aedilitatis  fuae  commemoratione  gratuita  balinea  170,  qux 
nunc  Romce  ad  infinitum  auxere  numerum."’  Plin.  Nit. 
flift.  lib.  xxxvi.  cap.  15. 

Thofe,  who  defire  farther  information  on  the  Cuhjeft  of 
baths,  need  not  trouble  themfelves  to  read  Vitruvius, 
Liplius,  &c.  They  will  be  fatisfied  with  the  treatife  of 
A.  R.  Sanchez,  firft  phyfician  to  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  in 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society  of  Paris,  vol.  iii. 

thofe 
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thole  In  Ruffia  is  fo  interefting  that  I can- 
not refrain  from  copying  it : “ Ruffia  and 
14  Hungary  are,  at  prefenr,  the  only  coun- 
“ tries,  in  this  quarter  of  the  world,  where 
4‘  it  is  flill  the  cuftom  to  bathe  after  the 
“ manner  of  the  antients.  In  Ruffia,  par- 
“ ticularly,  the  bath  makes  fo  much  a part 
“ of  the  fyftem  of  living,  that  it  is  ufed  by 
il  people  of  every  age,  and  in  all  circum- 
il  fiances : by  infants,  women  at  their  lyi'ng- 
“ in,  in  almoft  all  fickneffes,  before  and  after 
4‘  a journey,  after  hard  work,  &c.  The 
“ bath  is  a neceffary  of  life  fo  indifpenfable 
to  the  common  people,  that  they  frequent 
it  as  often  as  poffible,  well  or  ill,  at  leafl 
Ai  once  a week. 

“ The  public  baths  in  Ruffia  are  under 
**  the  care  of  the  police,  and  let  out  tb 
*(  common  people  on  account  of  the  crown  : 
**  farther  than  this,  the  government  takes  no 
“ concern  either  about  their  erection  or  ma- 
**  nagement.  They  ufually  confift  of  mean, 
“ wooden  houfes,  fituate,  whenever  it  is 
**  poffible,  by  the  fide  of  a running  Hi  earn. 
“ In  the  bath-room  is  a large,  vaulted  oven, 
“ which,  when  heated,  makes  the  paving- 
“ Hones  lying  upon  it  red-hot ; and  adjoin- 
“ ing  to  the  oven  is  a kettle  fixed  in  mafonry, 

“ for 
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“ for  the  purpofe  of  holding  boiling  water. 
“ Round  about  the  walls  are  three  or  four 
“ rows  of  benches,  one  above  another,  like 
“ the  feats  of  a fcafFold.  The  room  has 
“ little  light,  but  here  and  there  are  aper- 
f<  tures  for  letting  the  vapour  efcape ; the 
“ cold  water  that  is  wanted  being  let  in  by 
tl  fmall  channels.  Some  baths  have  an  anti- 
“ chamber  for  dreffing  and  undrefling but 
“ in  moft  ot  them  this  is  done  in  the  open 
“ court-yard,  which,  on  that  account,  has 
“ a boarded  fence,  and  is  provided  with 
u benches  of  planks. 

“ By  far  the  majority  of  the  baths  are 
“ conftrudted  as  they  are  here  defcribedL 
“ In  the  country,  in  parts  where  wood  is 
“ fcarce,  they  fometimes  confift  of  miferable 
11  caverns,  commonly  dug  in  the  earth,  clofe 
“ to  the  bank  of  fome  river.  In  the  houfes 
“ of  wealthy  individuals,  and  in  the  palaces 
“ of  the  great,  they  are  formed  upon  the 
“ fame  conftruddion,  but  infinitely  more 
“ elegant  and  convenient. 

“ The  heat  in  the  bath-room  is  ufually  at 
“ from  32  to  40  degrees  of  Reaumur,  and  that 
“ greatly  increafed  by  the  throwing  of  water, 

“ every  five  minutes,  on  the  glowing  hot 
“ ftones  in  the  chamber  of  the  oven.  By 

“ this 
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* this  means,  the  heat  often  rife's,  efpecially 
‘ on  the  uppermoft  bench,  to  44  degrees  of 
4 that  thermometer.  The  bathers  lie  ftark- 
4 naked  on  one  of  the  benches,  where  they 
4 perfpire,  more  or  lefs,  in  proportion  to  the 
4 heat  of  the  humid  atmofphere  in  which 
4 they  are  enveloped.  In  order  the  better 
4 to  promote  perfpiration,  and  completely  to 
4 open  the  pores,  they  are  fiift  rubbed,  and 
4 then  gently  flagellated  with  leafy  bunches 
4 of  birch.  After  remaining  awhile,  they 
4 come  down  from  the  fweating-bench,  and 
4 wafh  their  body  with  warm  or  cold  water, 
4 and,  at  lail,  plunge  over  head  in  a large 
: tub  of  water.  Many  people  throw  them- 
4 felves  immediately  from  the  bath-room 
4 into  the  adjoining  river,  as  the  youths  of 
4 antient  Rome  ufed  to  leap  into  a pond 
4 after  the  violent  exercife  of  wreftling,  or 
4 roll  themfelves  in  the  fnow  in  a froft  of 
4 ten  or  more  degrees.  The  Ruffian  baths, 
4 therefore,  are  fwearing-baths,  not  the 
4 Roman  tepidaria  and  caildaria  of  a mo- 
4 derate  warmth,  but  very  violent  fweating- 
4 baths,  which  to  a perfon  unhabittlated  to 
4 the  practice  bring  on  a real,  though  a 
4 gentle  and  almofl:  voluptuofis  fwoon. 

‘ They  are  vapour-baths,  not  water  nor 

44  yet 
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“ yet  dry  fweating-haths : herein  they  differ 
“ from  all  the  baths  of  antiquity,  as  well 
“ as  from  thofe  of  the  modern  Orientals; 
“ and  this  is  alfo  their  eflential  excellence, 
“ that  they  are  beneficial  in  fuch  a variety 
“ of  cafes  where  hot- water  baths  would  be 
u ufelefs,  or  even  pernicious.  They  are 
“ falutary  baths,  as  they  promote  cleanlinefs, 
“ aflift  the  perfpiration,  render  the  ikin  foft 
“ and  fmooth,  &c.  and  not  voluptuous 
“ baths,  as  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 
“ It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  Ruffians 
“ owe  their  longevity,  their  robuft  hate  of 
“ health,  their  little  difpofition  to  certain 
“ mortal  difeafes,  and  their  happy  and  cheer- 
“ ful  temper,  moftly  to  thefe  baths,  though 
“ climate,  aliment,  and  habit  of  living,  like-' 
“ wife  contribute  their  {hare.  The  great 
tf  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  and  other  fagacious 
“ obfervers  of  nature,  and  of  mankind,  have 
“ lamented,  and  certainly  not  without  caufe, 
“ that  this  bathing  has  fallen  into  difufe 
“ among  the  modern  nations  of  Europe,  and 
« juftly  wifh  the  pradice  back  again  in  all 
**  our  towns  and  villages.  In  fad,  when 
« we  confider  that  the  old  pbyiicians  fo  early 
“ introduced  into  their  pradice  tliis  remedy 
« of  nature’s  own  invention,  and  employed 

' “ it 
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“ it  with  fuch  great  fuccefs ; when  we  re- 
“ colle<5t  that  Rome,  for  five  hundred  years 
u together,  liad  no  phyhcians,  but  only 
w baths,  and  that,  to  this  day,  a multitude 
“ of  nations  cure  almoft  all  their  maladies 
“ merely  by  baths;  we  cannot  avoid  regard- 
“ ing  the  difmiffion  of  them  as  the  epoch  of 
“ a grand  revolution  which  has  been  wrought 
“ in  the  phyfical  hate  of  the  human  race  in 
4C  our  quarter  of  the  world.  The  natural  per- 
“ fpiration,  the  mod:  important  of  all  excre- 
“ tions,  muft  naturally  go  on  better  in  a 
tc  body  con-ftantly  kept  foft  by  bathing.  A 
“ great  .number  of  impurities,  which  privily 
“ lay  in  us  the  train  to  tedious  and  dangerous 
“ didempers,  are  timely  removed  ere  they 
“ poifon  the  blood  and  the  juices.  All 
“ eruptive  difeafes  are  abated  by  bathing, 
“ confequently,  then,  the  Small-pox  ; and, 
“ if  this  dreadful  diforder  be  actually  lefs 
“ fatal  in  Rulfia  than  in  other  countries, 
“ this  phenomenon  need  not  be  attributed 
<l  to  any  other  caufe  than  tire  vapour- 
« baths.”* 


* View  of  the  Ruffian  Empire,  page  258. 
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Obfervations  may  now  be  made,  with 
confidence,  on  the  Vaccine  Pock,  which  has 
been  communicated  to  more  than  30,000 
perfons,  fince  Dr.  Jenner’s  firft  publication 
on  the  fubjedt.  This  new  mode  of  inocu- 
lation, when  properly  conduced,  affords  a 
decided  and  permanent  fecurity  from  the 
infedtion  oi  die  Small-pox.  Being  thus  cer- 
tain in  its  effedfs,  it  is  preferable  to  the  in- 
oculation with  variolous  matter  for  feveral 
reafons. 

Firft,  It  requires  no  tedious  preparation. 

Secondly,  It  may  be  fafely  performed  at 
any  feafon  of  the  year,  and  at  any  period  of 
life. 

Thirdly,  It  produces  but  little  pain  or  fever, 
and  no  puftular  eruptions. 

Fourthly,  The  difeafe  thps  inoculated  is 
not  communicable  by  effluvia,  or  contagion  : 
it  can  only  be  transferred  to  others  by  fluid 
taken  from  the  pock  while  tranfparent,  and 
■infested  under  the  fkin. 

Fifthly,  The  Vaccine  difeafe  has  not,  in 
any  cafes  I have  feen,  been  fucceeded  by 
glandular  fwellings,  ulcers,  cutaneous  affec- 
tions, difeafe  of  the  lungs,  nor  any  of  the 
appearances  (See  page  286),  which  often 
occur  after  the  Small-pox,  whether  produced 

by 
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by  contagion  or  inoculation.  This  circurn- 
ffance  alone,  other  advantages  not  being  con- 
fidered,  would  caft  the  balance  in  favour  of 
the  Inoculation  with  the  Vaccine  Pock. 

This  mode  of  inoculating,  in  its  extenfion 
over  Great  Britain,  and  other  countries,  muffc 
have  been  often  conduced  by  perfons  unac- 
quainted with  the  appearance  and  courfe  of 
the  difeafe,  fome  of  whom  perhaps  took  the 
matter  they  employed  at  fecond  or  third 
hand.  Much  confufion,  and  feveral  difagree- 
able  circumftances  have  neceflarily  arifen* 
which  brought  the  practice  into  temporary 
difcredit.  Within  the  vicinity  of  London, 
unfavourable  cafes  have  occurred  from  the 
infertion  of  wrong  matter,  or  of  fluid  taken 
from  Vaccine  puftules  at  an  improper  time, 
from  ufing  impure  lancets,  from  making  too 
large  incifions,  &c.  Medical  praflitioners, 
flnce  they  had  the  opportunity  of  being  better 
acquainted  with  the  form  of  the  Vaccine 
Pock,  of  afcertaining  the  eafieft  procefs  in 
inoculating  it,  and  of  readily  obtaining  ge- 
nuine matter,  have  feldom  fallen  into  error ; 
nor  do  we  now  hear  of  inflammation,  and 
fwelling  of  the  arms,  of  alarming  eruptions, 
nor  of  phagedenic  ulcers  at  the  decline  of  the 
diforder.  It  has  been  fuggefted  that  the  Va- 

P riolous 
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riolous  and  Vaccine  fluids  may  contaminate 
each  other,  or,  by  a&ing  on  the  human  con- 
llitution  at  the  fame  time,  produce  an  hybrid 
difeafe.  This  fuggeftion  does  not  hand  the 
teft  of  experiment.  When  the  two  fluids 
are  rubbed  together,  and  inoculated  by  a 
lancet  dipped  into  the  mixture,  fometimes 
the  V accine  Pock,  fometimes  a puflule  of 
Small-pox,  has  been  produced,  the  genuine 
characteriftics  being,  in  either  cafe,  retained 
throughout.*  Farther,  when  Vaccine  and  Va- 
riolous matter  are  inferted  under  the  fkin,  fo 
nearly  together  that  the  two  puftules,  thence 
formed,  enlarge  till  they  become  one,  by 
inoculating  afterwards  with  the  fluid  taken 
from  one  fide  of  it,  the  Vaccine  Pock  will 
alone  be  produced ; whereas  the  fluid  taken 
from  the  other  fide  excites  a variolous  puf- 
tule  on  the  arm  of  the  perfon  inoculated, 
and  an  eruption  of  Small-pox,  in  the  ufual 
manner,  over  the  body.f  In  an  adult  female, 
at  the  Inoculation-Hofpital,  the  cafual  Small- 
pox appeared  fix  days  after  the  Vaccine  dif- 
eafe had  been  inoculated,  and  two  variolous 
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* Sometimes  both  difeafes  will  be  thus  produced. 

*j-  Dr.  Wood vi He, 
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puffules  arofe  within  the  circumference  of 
the  Vaccine  Pock  : when  thefe  were  matu- 
rated, fluid  taken  from  them  on  the  point 
of  a lancet,  and  inoculated  into  another 
perfon,  produced  the  regular  Small-pox  : at 
the  fame  time,  fluid  taken  from  the  Vaccine 
Pock,  at  a little  diflance  from  the  fupervening 
puftules,  gave  the  Vaccine  difeafe  in  its 
genuine  form,  without  any  eruption. # 

It  is  now  fully  afcertained  that  inoculation 
with  Variolous  matter,  foon  after  expofure 
to  the  contagion  of  Small-pox,  fuperfedes 
the  infection,  and  produces  a mild  difeafe. 
During  the  lafl:  fummer,  I tried,  in  two  in- 
ftances,  whether  an  immediate  inoculation 
with  Vaccine  fluid  would  have  the  fame  fa- 
vourable effect.  This  plan  was  not  fucceflf- 
ful,  both  patients  having  been  affected  with 
the  confluent  Small-pox,  before  the  vaccine 
puflule  arrived  at  its  height.  Other  prac- 
titioners, I uadevftand,  have  been,  in  like 
manner,  difappointed,  whofe  experience  may 
therefore  ferve  as  a caution,  to  their  fellow- 
labourers  not  to  maike,  unneceflarily,  a limilar 
trial  in  dubious  fltuations.  The  Vaccine 
Pock,  inoculated  before  the  febrile  ftage  of 
other  eruptive  difeafes,  has  little  or  no  effect 


m 


* Mr.  Wachfcl, 

P 2 


t 3t6  ] 

in  retarding  their  progrefs,*  while  pafling 
through  its  own  courfe.  Having  ftated  that 
Vaccine  inoculation  will  not  always  fuper- 
fede  the  natural  Small-pox,  in  perfons  at  the 
fame  time  expofed  to  contagion,  I may  ad- 
vance another  ftep,  and  obferve,  that,  if 
Vaccine  and  Variolous  matter  be  inoculated 
at  the  fame  time,  or  within  a week  of  each 
other,  into  the  fame  perfon,  the  Vaccine 
Pock  goes  through  its  regular  ftages,  and  the 
Variolous  puftule  on  the  arm,  after  exhibiting 
the  ufual  appearances,  is  fucceeded  by  an 
eruption  of  Small-pox  over  the  furface  of  the 
body.  From  this  fa£t,  which  has  been  con- 
firmed by  hundreds  of  trials,  fome  inferences 
may  be  deduced,  which  are  of  material  im- 
portance. i.  That  Vaccine  fluid  fhould  not 
be  taken,  for  the  purpofe  of  inoculation,  on 
a lancet  which  had  been  previoufly  employed 
in  inoculating  the  Small-pox.  2.  That  the 
Variolous  and  Vaccine  virus  do  not  inter- 
fere with  each  other’s  a£fion  on  the  hu- 
man conftitution,  while  they  are  merely  in 


This  1 have  obferved  ip  a cafe  pf  Chicken -pox,  a;:d  in 
the  Meades.  The  fame  has  been  noticed  by  other  practiti- 
oners. 

* . 
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progrefs,  without  having  had  their  full  ope- 
ration. 3.  That  the  Vaccine  Inoculation  is 
not  a preventive  with  regard  to  the  Small- 
pox, until  its  courie  be  completed,  or,  at 
lcaft,  till  the  inflammation  round  the  Pock 
be  on  the  decline.  From  fome  trials  I know 
that  the  application  of  the  matter  of  Small- 
pox will  produce  no  effect  after  the  ninth 
day  of  Vaccine  inoculation:  the  exa£l  time 
ot  this  procefs,  at  which  the  a£tion  of  the 
variolous  virus  is  precluded,  might  be  afeerr 
tained  by  farther  experiments. 

What  has  been  above  flated  is,  I think, 
confirmed  by  feveral  of  the  cafes  in  Dr. 
Woodville’s  brfl:  Report  on  the  Variola  vac- 
cina,* and  may  ferve  as  an  anfwer  to  various 
inquiries  and  fpeculations  on  the  fubject. 
Few  or  none  of  the  out-patients  of  the 
Hofpital,  inoculated  with  the  Vaccine  Pock, 
have  puftules  over  the  body.  Dr.  Woodville 
likewife  obierves,  (Obfervations  on  the  Cow- 
pox,  page  24,)  “ In  my  private  prailice  of 
“ inoculation  for  the  Cow-pox,  which  has 
“ been  very  exteniive,  I have  not  met  with 


* See  Cafe  6,  8,  9,  1 1,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  18,  22, 
2 3)  26,  28,  30,  &c. 
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“ one  inftance  in  which  any  puflules,  re- 
fembling  thofe  of  the  Small-pox,  appear- 
ed.” My  own  experience  coincides  per- 
fedtly  with  this  ftafement : in  different  fa- 
milies 1 have  feen  inoculated  with  Vaccine 
fluid,  occafionally  felcdled  by  myfelf  at  the 
Hofpital,  and  taken  on  new  lancets,  about 
flxty  perfons,  none  of  whom  had  puffular 
•eruptions,*  at  the  maturation  of  the  pock 
formed  by  th&  pundlure.  Patients  admitted 
into  the  Inoculation-Hofpital  have  often 
puftules  on  the  body,  after  Vaccine  matter 
•has  been  inferted  in  the  arm,  from  the  fol- 
•lowing  caufe  : They  are  moffdy  perfons  from 
•the  country,  who,  alarmed  on  finding  fome 
•of  the  inhabitants  of  the  houfes  where  they 
lodge,  or  vifit,  affedted  with  the  Small- 
pox, endeavour  to  anticipate  the  diforder  by 
means  of  inoculation,  at  the  afylum  opened 
to  them  lay  public  benevolence.  But  the 
application  is  probably  too  late  : fome  of 
them  have  already  received  the  infedtion, 


* In  one  child,  three  minute  hard  tubercles  appeared  on 
.the  fore -arm,  about  the  ieventh  day,  but  they  fubfidediu  two 
or  three  days.  This  little  eruption  was  merely  the  Strophulus 
Candidas,  described  in  the  Treatife  on  Cutaneous  Difeafcs, 
Pa£c  32. 
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and,  before  die  Vaccine  pock  can  reach  the 
end  of  its  fecond  ftage,  an  eruption  ot  \ a- 
riolous  pu hides  takes  place  in  the  ulual  man- 
ner. In  attending  at  the  Hofpital  laffc  fum- 
mer,  while  Dr.  Woodvdle  was  on  his  million 
to  Paris,  I obferved  tour  inftances  of  perfons 
fo  circumftanced,  in  whom  the  eruptions 
appeared,  on  different  days,  between  the 
third  and  the  eighth  from  inoculation.  The 
puflules  were  diftinft,  but  large,  and  full  of 
matter.  After  their  appearance,  I thought 
the  tumor,  and  Erythema,  round  the  Vaccine 
Pock,  in  one  or  two  patients,  did  not  be- 
come quite  fo  ccnfiderable,  or  extenfive, 
as  in  unmixed  cafes  of  Vaccine  inocula- 
tion. When  the  Small-pox  and  Vaccine 
difeafe  had  been  inoculated  about  the  fame 
time,  the  eruptions  were,  in  all  the  cafes  I faw 
at  the  Hofpital,  of  the  fpecies  vulgarly  termed 
Horn-pock,  being  hard,  and  femitranfparent. 
They  contained  little  fluid,  and,  though  of 
long  duration,  did  not  maturate,  or  break 
by  fuppuration.  WTether  we  thould,  from 
thefe  preinifes,  infer  that  the  two  difeafes, 
when  communicated  together,  limit  each 
other’s  operation  on  the  human  body,  fo  that 
the  Small-pox  may  be  checked,  or  the  Vac- 
cine difeafe  be  variolated  by  inoculation,  by 
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cxpofure  to  an  infetfed  atmofphere,  &c.  or 
whether,  as  1 before  ventured  to  conjecture, 
they  go  through  their  courfe,  in  the  fame 
peifon,  at  the  fame  time,  without  influencing 
each  other,  muft  be  decided  by  farther  expe- 
riments. On  this  fubjeft,  I trufl,  the  phvfl- 
cian  of  the  Small-pox  Hofpita),  who  has  the 
heft  opportunity  of  employing  the  neceffary 
tefls,  will  ufe  every  exertion  in  his  power; 
and  communicate  his  obfervations  to  the 
public,  with  his  ufual  candour. 

The  number  of  Puerperal  cafes  put  down 
in  the  foregoing  lifts,  being  the  refult  of 
private  and  public  praCtice  unconnected  with 
midwifery,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  afford  any 
regular  proportion  between  fuch  cafes  and 
other  difeafes.  The  mortality  among  child- 
bed women  in  London  is  lefs’than  many 
perfons  have  conceived,  not  one  in  a hundred 
dying  after  delivery.  A phyfician  of  emi- 
nence, in  attending  2982  ladies  from  the 
j year  1786  to  i8qo  incluftve,  loft  only  30  of 
phis  patients  ; by  fudden  and  violent  Htemor- 
rhagy  6 ; premature  Labour  1 ; Pulmonary 
Confumption  3 ; Lumbar  Abfcefs  1 ; Pneu- 
monia 1 ; Enteritis  I ; Rupture  of  the  uterus 
I ; Scarlet  Fever  4 ; Convullions  4 ; Apo- 
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plexy,  with  retention  of  urine,  I ; Suddenly, 
without  any  previous  complaint,  2 ; Puerperal 
Fever  5. 

The  fun  pie  puerperal  Fever  begins  gene- 
rally on  the  fecond  or  third  day  after  de- 
livery, with  flight  fhiverings  and-  inter- 
changes of  heat  many  times  a day,  a very 
quick  pulfe,  and  a white  tongue,  on  which  the 
papillae  appear  red  and  enlarged.  Thefe 
fymptoms  are  attended  with  or  fucceeded  by 
fevere  uterine  pains,  pain  and  tendernefs  of 
the  abdomen,  vomiting  of  bile,  head-aehe, 
pain  between  the  eyes,  or  forne  times  at  the 
root  of  the  nofe,  coldnefs  of  the  feet,  a very 
fcanty  fecretion  of  milk,  delirium,  and,  in 
dangerous  cafes,  ftupor.  The  puerperal  dif- 
eafe,  under  this  form,  may  be  relieved,  in 
moft  cafes,-  by  the  plan  formerly  recom- 
mended for  peritoneal  Inflammation  (See 
page  73)..  When  a Child-bed  Fever  is 
epidemic  and  contagious,  the  above  fymptoms 
are  conne&ed  with  the  Scarlatina  or  malig- 
nant Fever.  Particular  fltuations  and  parti- 
cular feafons  favour  fuph  a complication, 
which  is  ufually  fatal.  Within  the  period 
comprized  by  thefe  Reports,  I have  not  feen 
the  puerperal  and  malignant  Fever  com- 
bined ; but  during  the  years  1796  and  1797, 
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paiticularly  the  latter,  very  many  women, 
alter  lying-in,  became  feverilh,  and  were 
prefently  affe&ed  with  the  Scarlatina  an- 
ginofa.  The  four  fatal  cafes  in  the  phyfi- 
cian’s  lift,  page  320,  occurred  in  1797.  He 
obferved,  that,  a week  after  the  death  of  two 
other  ladies,  apparently  from  Puerperal  Fe- 
ver, the  children  in  both  houfes  took  the 
Scarlet  Fever.  I underftood  from  other  prac- 
titioners that  many  of  their  patients,  about 
the  fame  period,  had  the  Scarlatina  anginofa, 
with  or  without  a rafti,  and  that  the  difeafe 
proved  fatal  to  more  than  half  of  them. 
Hence  we  may  account  for  the  great  number 
of  deaths,  under  the  article  Child-bed,  in  the 
Bills  of  Mortality  for  1796  and  1797,  when 
compared  with  thofe  of  feveral  preceding, 
and  of  the  three  fucceeding  years.  On  far- 
ther comparing  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  at  the 
end  of  the  century,  with  others  publiftied 
about  the  middle  of  it,  or  in  the  foregoing 
century,  it  will  appear  that  the  fatality  of 
puerperal  difeafes  is,  on  the  -whole,  greatly 
reduced.  Of  this  point,  an  abftradd  from 
the  ftatement  given  by  the  Directors  of  the 
Britifh  Lying-in-Hofpital,  will  afford  another 
convincing  proof. 


YEARS. 
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This:  Table  likewifc  fhcws  to  what  extent 
the  lives  of  infants  may  be  prefeived  by 
proper  attention  and  management.  Where 
fuch  attention  is  paid,  neither  the  mother 
nor  children  are  affefted  with  miliary  Fever, 
miliary  Eruptions,  Aphthae,  or  diforders  of 
the  bowels.  The  poor,  who  are  both  ill 
fituated  in  London,  and  obliged  to  return  to 
work,  fpon  after  delivery,  find  a minute  at- 
tention to  their  own  offspring  impoffible  : 
the  devaluation  among  infants  is  therefore 
dreadful.  It  appears  from  the  Bills  of  Mor- 
tality, that  one-third  of  all  that  are  born  in 
London  die  before  they  reach  two  years  of 
age.  I can  only  at  prefent  mention  tins  cir- 
cumflance  as  a melancholy  conficleration, 
not  being  able  to  fuggeft  any  plan  for  re- 
moving evils  of  fo  great  a magnitude. 

The  Puerperal  CEdema  begins  often  fud- 
denly  with  a fen  fat  ion  like  the  cramp  : a 
violent  pa-in  then  fettles  in  the  groin  for  fome 
days,  but  afterwards  extends,  along  flip  thigh, 
to  the  ham,  and  below  it,  affecting  particu- 
larly the  calf  of  the  leg.  Soon  after  the  pain 
is  felt,  the  thigh  and  leg  are  affefted  with  a 
confiderable  fwelling,  which  is  not.  red  or 
inflamed,  but  pale,  firming,  and  fo  hard 
that  no.  pits  are  left  in  it  from  preffure.  The 

inguinal 


iSoo.]  [ 325  J 

mguijaaJ  glands’  are,  at  firft,  fometimes  en- 
larged and  painful : the  lymphatics  may  alfo 
be  traced  along  the  limb,  being  hard  and 
corded.  This  diforder  occurs  as  frequently 
after  eafy  as  after  laborious  parturition,  and, 
in  general,  afiefls  the  left  fide.  In  many 
cafes,  however,  a fimilar  fwellhsg  takes 
place,  within  eight  or  ten  days,  in  the  right 
thigh  and  leg  ; the  pain  then  ceafcs  in  the 
left,  and  pits  remain  after  prefilire.  The 
cedema  is  preceded  by  a very  quick  and  weak 
pulle,  and  by  an  offenfive  difeharge  from  the 
Vagina.  Jts  duration  is  five  or  fix  weeks. 
The  limb  firft'  aifeqfed  recovers  laid  ; and  it 
ft>mctimes  remains  in  a date  of  weaknefs  for 
a year  after  the  fvvelling  has  fubfided.  A 
considerable  number  of  leeches  applied  to  the 
groin,  and  upper  part  of  thq  thigh,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  diforder,  in  many  cafes 
relieves  the  pain,  and  fee.ms  to  prevent  the 
hidden  enlargement  of  the  limb.  It  may 
remarked,  that  the  Scirrhus,  or  Cancer, of  the 
uterus,  which  produces  an  offenfive  difeharge 
from  the  Vagina,  is  fometimes  attended  with 
an  peejema  fimilar  to  that  in  puerperal 
cafes V \ 


* Dr.  John  Sims. 
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Scirrhus  of  the  uterus,  and  ovaria,  occa- 
fionally  affecSts  women  who  have  had  chil- 
dren, but  is  more  frequent  in  tliofe  who  are 
childlefs.  However,  when  only  the  neck  of 
the  womb  is  in  a difeafed  hate,  this  does  not 
prevent  conception.  I mud  obferve,  that  the 
number  of  thefe  cafes  is,  for  the  reafon 
above  fpecified,  much  greater  than  the  pro- 
portion hated  in  my  lifts  of  Chronic  Difeafes. 
In  noticing  fuch  cafes  I have  to  lament  the 
deplorable  htuation  to  which  delicate  females, 
labouring  under  them,  are  reduced,  and  the 
total  inefficacy  of  cicuta  and  every  other 
remedy  yet  propofed  for  their  alleviation. 
Opium  is  highly  advantageous  as  a temporary 
antidote  to  bodily  pains,  and  wounded  fenfi- 
bility  : but  how  dreadful  is  the  hatp  of  thofe 
w7ho,  by  the  affihance  of  tins  drug  alone, 
can  render  exihence  tolerable  ! 

The  deaths  recorded  in  the  Bills  of  Mor- 
tality, under  the  article  Lunatic,  have  in- 
creafed  within  the  lah  two  years.  It  is  fup- 
pofed,  from  this  and  other  confiderations, 
that  maniacal  cafes  become  every  day  more 
frequent;  but  I believe  there  is  no  fuffi- 
cient  ground  for  this  opinion.  The  number 
of  patients  in  Bethlem,  St.  Luke’s,  and  other 

liofpitals, 
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hofpitals,  Is  nearly  uniform.*  Private  houfes 
for  the  reeeption  of  Lunatics  have  not, 
Tv i than  ten  years,  been  increafed  : they  amount 
at  prefent  to  twenty-five,  lieenfed  by  com- 
mifii  oners,  appointed  under  an  a£t  of  parlia- 
ment, with  jurifdi&ion  over  a circle  of  feven 
miles  radius,  the  College  of  Phyfieians  being 
the  centre.  The  number  of  patients,  in  thefe 
houfes,  varies  from  5 to  345.  Many  of  the 
wretched  inhabitants  are  perfons  of  the  1 owe  ft 
rank,  admitted  at  a moderate  expenfe,  having 
injured  their  conftitutions,  and  deftroyed  their 
intellects,  by  excefs  in  drinking  fpirits,  and 
by  the  improper  ufe  of  mercury.  Thofe  of 
the  fuperior  order,  whom  their  friends  confign 
to  thefe  manfions  of  fecurity,  are  not  the 
victims  of  difappointed  ambition,  or  of  in- 
ordinate affections  ; not  diffipated  females 
funk  to  ruin  by  their  extravagance,  nor  men 
who  have  fuddenly  loft  their  all  in  the  whirl- 
pools of  St.  James’s  Street : but  refidents 
nearer  to  the  Royal  Exchange ; fome  of 
them  (battered  by  unhealthy  climates,  fome 


* Seldom  amounting  to  more  than  600.  Thefe,  with 
the  patients  confined  in  private  houfes  near  London,  do  not 
exceed  2000. 
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by  overtraining  the  faculties,  both  of  body 
and  mind,  in  the  acquifition  of  wealth  ; foine 
ruined  by  deceiving,  and,  perhaps,  felf-de- 
ceived  projectors,  others  by  the  mot  daring 
commercial  {peculations  ; and  a few  whofe 
underftapding  has  been  overfet  by  mi  taken 
views  of  religion.  The  proportion  of  in- 
dividuals is  imall  in  whom  the  difeafe  can  be 
traced  to  hereditary  predifpofition,  without 
the  intervention  of  fome  manifeft  exciting 
caufe. 

Phrenetical  cafes,  of  a fhort  duration,  were 
more  numerous  than  ufual  in  Augut,  and 
the  fu.cceeding  autumnal  months.  The  dif- 
cafe*  affe&ed  perfons  of  a debilitated  conti- 
t ntion,  who  had  previoufly  had  an  irregular 
pulfe,  and  were  liable  to  frequent  head-aches. 
It  began  wuth  diforder  of  the  bowels,  lofs  of 
deep,  palpitation,  tremors,  and  mot  excru- 
ciating pain  of  the  head : thefe  fymptoms 
were'  foon  followed  by  occahonai  delirium, 
pr  c.onfufion  of  ideas  ; and,  finally,  by  an 
incefTant  raving  which  obliterated  all  cor- 


* This  phrenetical  diforder  rauft  be  confidered  as  wholly 
diftindt  from  the  violent  delirium  conncdtod  with  Fever  ; 
page  2^41  The  complaint  is  not  properly  noticed  or  arranged 
by  nofologiils. 
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poreal  fenfations,  and  by  a degree  of  violence 
requiring  adtive  coercion.  Three  patients, 
out  of  five,  died  under  thefe  deplorable  cir- 
cumftances,  being  foon  exhaufted  by  the 
want  of  refi,  and  conftant  agitation.  In 
fome,  the  febrile  fiate  ceafed  at  the  end 
of  a month ; and  they  regained  both  their 
fkrength  and  intellect  two  or  three  weeks 
afterwards. 

The  General  Bill  of  Mortality,  for  the  year 
1800,  fpecifies  a remarkable  increafe  of  deaths 
from  Fevers,  and  is  a collateral  proof  of  the 
extenfive  diffufion  and  virulence  of  conta-- 
gious  Fevers  fince  the  autumn  of  1799  (See 
page  254).  Their  fatality  was  continued  to 
the  end  of  i8co,  no  fettled  fro  ft  having  taken 
place  in  the  month  of  December.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  in  1799  was  lefs  than  that 
in  1800  by  4934.  This  laft  year  appears  to 
have  been  mod  deftrudtive  to  infants  under 
two  years  of  age,  and  to  old  people  ; 6657 
having  died  of  the  former  ; of  the  latter, 
2219  above  70  years  of  age.  An  in- 
created  mortality  may  alfo  be  remarked  on 
infpedting,  in  the  laft  Table,  the  articles  of 
Confumption  and  Afthma,  Dropfy,  Water  in 
the  head,  Small-pox,  Mealies,  Pleurify, 
external  Inflammation,  and  Mortification. 

Hence 
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Hence  it  will  appear  that  extremes  of  heat 
are  not,  in  this  climate,  lefs  detrimental,  even 
in  pulmonic  difeafes,  than  an  extreme  degree 
of  cold  (Seepages  86,  212).  How  much  a 
moderate  and  uniform  temperature  contributes 
to  lefien  the  annual  mortality-  among  us,  may- 
be feen  from  Dr.  Fothergill’s  account  of  the 
Weather  and  Difeafes  in  1751,  Do2’  DoS’ 
and  from  the  annual  Bills  for  the  fame,  com- 
pared with  thofe  of  the  years  immediately 
preceding  or  fucceeding. 

On  farther  comparing  the  London  Bills 
of  Mortality,  at  the  middle  and  clofe  of  the 
feventeenth  centurv,  with  thofe  of  the 

j 

eighteenth  century,  it  will  appear: 

Fiift,  That  continued  and  intermittent 
Fevers  were  much  more  fatal,  in  proportion 
to  other  complaints,  formerly,  than  at  prefent. 

Secondly,  That  the  Dyfentery,  and  other 
diforders  of  the  bow'els  were,  150  years  ago, 
attended  with  a greater  degree  of  fatality  than 
we  now  experience. 

• Thirdly,  That  the  deaths  from  Convulfions 
mull  be  referred  chiefly  to  infants  ; chrifoms 
and  infants  having  been  gradually  refolved 
into  the  article  of  Convulfions  (See  page 
96). 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,  That  Croup*  is  an  article  but  of 
very  modern  date. 

Fifthly,  That  the  articles  of  Cough,  Con- 
fumption,  and  Afthma,  or  Hydrothorax 
(termed  Stoppage  in  the  ftomach),  have  at 
all  times  predominated. 

Laftly,  it  will  appear,  although  the  popu- 
lation of  London  muft  be  fuppofed  in- 
creating,  that  the.  annual  mortality  has,  in 
50  years,  been  greatly  diminifhed.  This 
may  be  referred  partiv  to  tire  numerous  im- 
provements made  in  the  City,  which  have 
contributed  to  prefei  ve  the  health  of  its  inhabi- 
tants : but  partly  I truft  to  the  more  accurate 
application  and  greater  certainty  of  the  me- 
dical art  in  the  treatment  of  difeafes,  by  at- 
taining which  our  profeflion  has  been  ren- 
dered more  extenfively  beneficial  to  man- 
kind. 


* The  denomination  is  perhaps  incorrect : I have  only 
ft,-.,  three  cafes  of  the  difpafe,  properly  fo  called,  in  twenty 
'years.  It  affb£ts  infants, ' or  very  young  children,  to  whom 
it  is  fiiddcnly  fatal- by  producing,-  in  the  trachea,  an  inflam- 
matory crufl,  which  obftru<fts  rcfpiration.  The  formation 
of  this  cruft  may  be  fometimes  prevented  by  a quick  emetic, 
and  by  applying  leeches  immediately  afterwards. 


Ah  fra  ft 
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INDEX 


A. 

Angina.  See  Sore-throat. 

Angina  maligna Pref.  viii-ix.  131 

parotidaea . 202 

pectoris 245 

Aphides,  infedts  troublefome  in  the  hot  fummer 

of  the  year  1800 282 

Aphthae,  combined  with  Fevers,  Miliaria,  and 

other  complaints 114,  174,  277 

, with  Hedtic  Pref.  x. 

Apoplexy,  its  caufes  and  treatment 

more  frequent  than  formerly 

Afthenia,  its  fymptoms 

■  , caufes 

■  , cure  

• forms  the  predifpofition  to  various 


diforders - . 

Afthma.  See  Cough  and  Confumption. 
Autumnal  difeafes,  42,  48,  51,  105,  119, 


271 

272- 

53 

55 

56 

54 
12  6, 


164-7,  I72>  2 lS>  229>  287,  300 


B. 

Baths,  little  ufed  in  London 300 

Baths,  public,  inftitution  of  them  recom- 
mended . . . 3°5_6 

Batliing, 


INDEX. 
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* 

Page. 

Bathing,  utility  of 304-11 

Bilious  vomiting,  and  Diarrhoea,  33,  iii,  126,  223 
Bills  of  Mortality,  obfervations  on  . . . . 330 


C. 

Catarrh,  epidemical 276 

— — , epidemic  among  infants  and  children,  2,  59, 

146,  253 

Cats,  diforder  among 83 

Chicken-pox.  See  Varicella. 

Chlorofis,  its  caufes  and  cure 194-5 


Cholera  ....  42,  m,  119,  267,  2S8-9 


Chorea  S*  Viti  2451  269 

Cold.  See  Weather. 

Colica  Pidlonum  273 


* , produced  by  white  lead  . 274-5 

Coma,  in  malignant  Fever  ....  231,  2 66 

Conftipatio,  or  obftrudlion  of  the  bowels  . . 184 


, its 

caufes  and  cure . . 185 

Confumption.  See  Phthifis. 

Contagion,  when  it  fhould  be  particularly 
guarded  againfl;  . . . 300 


Contagious  difeafes,  two  of  them  may  affeft 
the  human  body  at  the  fame  time  ...  39 

, not  frequent  in  fummer, 

nor  in  hot  climates  ........  285 

— — , feldom  numerous  when  in- 

flammatory difeafes  are  prevalent  ....  7Z 

. . — , when  moft  extenfively  dif- 


fufed . 105,  162,  215 

Qj>  Contagious 


34S 


INDEX, 


Page. 

Contagious  difeafes,  in  what  fituations  they 

moftly  occur 257, 

Cough 3,  18,  84,  86,  96,  See. 

, catarrhal,  not  eafily  diltinguifhed  from 

Phthifis  pulmonalis . 4,  147 

— , treatment  of  ....  4,  x 7 

• , with  Dyfpnoea,  fuddenly  fatal 

in  very  cold  weather 77 

Coughs  produced,  or  aggravated,  by  various 

kinds  of  bufinefs 300 

Cow-pock,  advantages  of  its  inoculation  . . 312 

, its  relation  to  the  Small-pox  . . . 3^ 

, produces  no  eruptions  on  the  fkin  . 318 

Crifes,  table  of 

Critical  days 

Cutaneous  difeafes,  their  origin 303 

D. 

Devonfliire  Colic 273 

Diabetes 186 

Diarrhoea 19 

, attended  with  febrile  fymptoms  . 267 

, terminates  in  Dyfentery  . . . . 267 

Dogs,  why  they  often  howl  by  night  under  the 

window  of  a fick  perfon 127 

Dropfy  often  arifes  from  drinking  fpirits  . . 134 

Dyfentery,  epidemical,  1780 42 

— , epidemical  in  autumn,  1800  . . 29Q 

. , cure  of 294 

Dyfpepfia  often  arifes  from  drinking  fpirits  . . 132 

Dyfpnoea.  See  Cough.  . . 

E. 


I.  NDE  X. 
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E. 

Page. 


Edlhyma 191 

Ephemera  3a 

Epilepfy,  its  predifpofing  and  occadonal  caufes,  245 

Eryfipelas,  phlegmonic 6 


, oedematic,  and  gangrenous,  the  mod 

frequent  forms  of  it  in  London  . . . 37,  3 S 

, often  complicated  with  malignant 

Fever Pref.  viii. 

Extradlum  papaveris  albi,  its  ufe  ....  30 r 


F. 

Ferrum  praecipitatum,  the  mode  of  its  prepa- 
ration   197 

, ufeful  in  Chlorofis  . . 196 

, and  in 

many  other  difeafes 225 


, its  dofe,  &c.  . . . 226 

Fever,  aphthous  ....  Pref.  x.  (Note)  12 

Fever,  puerperal '.321 

Fever,  veficular 181,295 

Fever,  contagious,  malignant  . . . . 12,  131 

, mod  frequent  in  Septem- 
ber   43,  126,  162,  229,  &c. 


, generally  ceafes  at  the  com- 
mencement of  frod  in  December  ....  43 

, with  a rafli  on  the  twelfth 

day 60 

— , with  livid  veficles  . . . 107 

often  fupervenes  to  the 

Synochus,  or  Summer  Fever  . . 42,  128,  216 

6,  Fever, 
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INDEX. 


Page. 

Fever,  contagious,  malignant,  has  fometimes  a 
double  courfe,  and  lafts  forty  days  . . . 163 

, fymptoms  of  the  mildeft 

fpecies  of  it 230-1 

- , dangerous  appearances  of, 

43,  107,  127-8,  162,  231 

, unufually  frequent  and  fatal 

in  the  autumn  of  1799,  and  in  1800,  229,  254,  2 66, 

285 

— , treatment  of  ...  . 234-5 

, when  formed,  not  relieved 

by  frofty  weather 238 

attended,  in  fummer,  with 

phrenetic  delirium,  and  violent  irritation  . . 284 

, complicated  with  other  dif- 

eafes 266 

not  accurately  diftinguifhed 

by  Dr.  Fothergill . 277 

not  referred  by  Sydenham 

to  contagion,  but  to  fome  occult  quality  of 

the  air 278-9 

Fomites  of  febrile  contagion  . . 256,  262,  285 

Fro  ft  aggravates  the  Scarlatina,  and  malignant 
Fevers,  when  formed,  but  prevents  their 
contagion 238 

H. 

Haematuria 202 

Haemoptoe 12,  1 $,  19,  52 

Haemorrhagy  from  the  ftomach,  &c.  33,  48,  59,  194 

, inteftinal,  from  drinking  fpirits,  33,  132 

~ , ■ from  the  kidney aoi 

Head- 


INDEX. 
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Head-ache  239,  24° 

, Dr.  Fothergill’s  remarks  on  . ■ • 241 

Heat,  extremes  of,  dangerous  . . • • 4.  33° 

HeCtica  aphthofa  . Pref.  x. 

infantilis 1 9.  • 

puerilis 142 

adolefcentium  ........  19 

fenilis 19 

Hemicrania  240 

Hemiplegia 272 

Hepatitis 203 

, with  black  urine,  fatal  . . . . 295 

Herpes  labialis 6 


Hooping  Cough  . . 3,  32,  145,  179,  180,  194 

, fuperfeded  by  the  Small-pox,  ib. 


not  fo  univerfally 38 

Houfes  of  Recovery  propofed  for  perfons  af- 
fected with  contagious  Fevers 260 

Hydrocephalus  acutus,  an  account  of  . . . 267 

, the  appearances  after  death  . 269 

, fymptomatic 270 

, chronic ib. 

Hydrophobia,  cafe  of . 217 

, diflection  . . ...  . 2x9 


I. 


Impetigo 191 

Indigeftion,  its  caufes 302 


Infants,  their  acute  difeafes  (See  Catarrh)  . . 48 

, mortality  among  them  in  London,  324,  329 

Inflammation  of  the  eye  .....  147,  189 

Inflammation 


352 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Inflammation  of  the  ear 52 

of  the  omentum  and  peritonaeum,  7 2 

of  the  bowels  . . . . 139,  216 

of  the  fmaller  inteftines  . . 164-6 

of  the  lower  inteftines  . . . 165 

, miftakes  reflecting  it  ...  164 

, with  fatal  confequences  . . 165 

■ , terminations  of  it  ....  167 

Inflammatory  difeafes  prevalent  in  fpring,  152,  20 r 

Influenza 253-4 

Inoculation,  bad  effects  of  it  when  partial  . . 18 

• , its  utility 68 


Inoculation-Hofpital,  fuccefs  of  the  praftice  in,  68", 

140-1 

Intermittents  have  no  relation  to  contagious 

Fever Pref.  v. 

do  not  feem  always  to  originate 

from  the  effluvia  of  marfhes  ....  1,  48 

, not  now  epidemic  in  London,  203-4 

, formerly  more  frequent  and  fatal,  330 

Ifchuria,  renal 181 

Itch,  very  general  in  March,  1799  • ...  189 

J- 

Jaundice,  without  obftruftion  of  the  biliary 


drifts 216 

L. 

Lethargy,  its  fymptoms 246 

, and  confequences 247 

affefts  Jews,  & c.  ......  247 


produced  by  the  poifon  of  white  lead,  274 

Locked 
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Page. 

Locked  Jaw,  cafe  of 6 1 


, without  any  local  injury  . • • 289 

Lunatics,  their  number  in  the  vicinity  of  London,  327 


M. 

Mania,  its  caufes 327-S 

Meades,  fequel  of  them  .....  13,  60 

, confequences  of  a fudden  repullion  of 

the  rafh  99 

, without  any  catarrhal  or  febrile  fymp- 

tom  100 

, a double  eruption  of  them  ....  106 

, fucceeded  by  purple  fpots  . . . . 189 

may  occur  twice  in  the  fame  perfon  . 207 

, no  regular  morbillous  conftitution  . 104 

Melancholia 328 

Miliaria  aefliva 113 

, account  of 120 

Miliary  puftules,  their  eruption  not  contagious, 

or  epidemical 174 

Mumps 202 

N. 

Nettle-rafh  (See  Urticaria) 6 


Nofology,  obfervations  on Pref.  iv-v. 


O. 

Ophthalmia  147,  189 

Otalgia  52 

Owls,  why  they  fometimes  fly  to  the  window  of 
a flek-rooro  in  the  middle  of  the  night  . . 293 


P. 
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INDEX, 


P. 

Page. 

Pain  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels  . . 33,  48,  126 

— often  originates 


from  drinking  fpirits  ........133 

Palpitatio,  definition,  caufes  and  fequel  of  . 244 

Paralyfis 272 

, its  comparative  frequency  . . . . 273 

, occafioned  by  white  lead  . . . 273-4 

Pemphigus  infantilis  . . 180 

Pemphigus,  or  veficular  Fever 295 

Peripneumonia  notha 65 

Peripneumony  . 4,  82 

, medical  treatment  of  it  . . 17,-67 

-,  infidious  nature  of  ...  . 66 


■,  Dr.  FothergilL’s  obfervations 


on  an  infidious  fpecies  of  it 153 

Peritoneal  inflammation 72 

y cure  of  ....  73 

Petechise.  See  Purpura. 

Phlyzacia  . . . . . . . . . 19T 

Phrenetical  Fever ..328 

Phrenzy 274,  284 

Phthifis  Pulmonalis 14,  172 


difficult  to  diftinguiffi  from 

fome  Catarrhal  affections 4,  147 

■ , eftimate  of  its  fatality,  84-5,  96, 

261 

Plague,  unfounded  rumour  of  its  appearance,  230 

Pleurify 

Pleuritic  Stitches 48 

Pompholyx . 1S1 

Poor, 
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Poor,  their  wretched  lituation  in  London  . . 245 

, very  liable  to  infectious  Fevers  . . . 257 

Porrigo 190 

, miftaken  for  the  Itch  . . . . 191 

Precipitate  of  iron  recommended  . . . . 196 


Puerperal  drfeafes,  relative  fatality  of  . 320,  323 

Puerperal  Fever,  fymptoms  and  cure  of  . . 321 

, complicated  with  Scarlatina 

arid  malignant  Fever 321-z 

Puerperal  CEdema 324. 

Pulmonic  difeafes.  See  Cough,  Catarrh,  and 
Phthifis. 

Purpura,  Petechia;  fine  febre,  or  Land-fcurvy,  90 

, two  forms  of  it 

Purpura  haemorrhagica,  fatal  cafe  of  . . . 167 


R. 

Renal  Haemorrhagy  201 

Ifchuria r 

Rheumatifm 19,  48 


, acute,  prevalent  in  winter  . . 131 

■ in  fpring  . . 152 

, observations  on,  and  treat- 
ment of  154 

—  , Peruvian  bark  recommended  for 

fome  cafes  of  it,  by  Dr.  Fothergill  . . . 156 

Rickets,  cafes  of 225 

— relieved  by  the  Ferrum  praecipitatum,  225 


S. 

Scarlatina  anginofa  . . . . 2,  24,  32,  238 

,f  treatment  of  . . . 25,  89. 

Scarlatina 
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Scarlatina  anginofa,  mild  at  the  beginning  of 

fummer 41,  89,  162,  229,  238 

} moft  dangerous  in  Oftober 

and  November ib. 

• , often  fatal  in  a very  fhorttime,  147 

, maligna  . . . . 41,  172 

, its  termination  in  a phrene- 

tical  ftate 47 

, cafes  of  .....  77,  83 

, its  fequelae 184 

, re-appearance  of  the  efflo- 

refeence  on  the  fourteenth  day 223 

, with  fwelled,  parotid  glands, 


dangerous 229 

Scirrhus  of  the  liver  from  drinking  fpirits-  . . 1 3.2 

uterus  and  ovaria 3 26 

Scrophula 225 

Slow  Fever 231 

Small-pox  3 1 


frequent  and  fatal  in  the  year  1796,  42,  6-8 

in  very  fmall  proportion,  1797  • • 14P 

, double  eruption  of 107 

, number  of  cafes  in  1 7 98 

frequent  in  1800  - 286 

, fequelae  of  the  confluent  Small-pox,  286 

Small-pox  Hofpital,  report  of  cafes  in,  68,  140,  286 


Sore-throat,  inflammatory 3 

, ulcerated 17,  59 

, aphthous  11,  in 


, caufes  of  . • 113,  28S 

• • 35>  37>  287,  30Q 

35»  37 

Sore- 


-,  erythematic  . 
•,  tracheal  . . 
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Sore-throat,  herpetic 100 

, with  fwelled  parotids  . . . . 202 

Spirits,  ardent,  their  effects  on  the  conftitution,  133 
Spring  difeafes  . . 18,  S2,  152-7,  189,  194,  266 

Summer  difeafes,  25,  32,  33,  52,  in,  119,  120, 

162,  201,  223 

effects  of  the  hot  fummer  in 

1800  281,  &c. 

Summer  Fever  defcribed 25 

, its  duration  and  caufes  ...  26 

compared  with  Fevers  in  hot 

climates  27 

, about  September  it  begins  to 

terminate  in  the  malignant  fever,  42,  126-8,  216 

in  children 

, account  of  it  by  Dr.  Fothergill,  276 

, its  fymptoms  in  the  hot  fummer 

of  1800 283 

Swine-pox.  See  Varicella. 

Syncope,  from  vomiting  of  bile 223 

Sydenham,  his  arrangement  of  Fevers  . . . 27  S 

Synochus.  See  Summer  Fever. 


T. 

Tabes  mefenterica 225 

, caufes  and  cure  of  . . . 226 

Tetanus,  with  locked  Jaw 61,  289 

Typhus  mitior 231 


U. 

Urticaria  febrilis 172 

, definition  and  hiitory  of  . . 17  3 

V. 


INDEX. 
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V. 

Page. 

Vaccine  Pock,  advantages  of  inoculating  it  . 312 

various  remarks  on  . . 313,  &c. 

Varicella,  or  Chicken-pox,  and  Swine-pox  . 120 

, attended  with  a fore-throat  . . . 140 

Vertigo,  frequent  in  fummer 241 

, whom  it  modly  affedts 242 

— , cure  of,  as  dated  by  Dr.  Fothergill  . 243 

Veficular  Fever 181,  295 

St.  Vitus’s  Dance 245-6 

Vomiting  of  Bile 223-4 


W. 

Water-blebs i8r 

Water-brafh,  (note)  133 


Weather,  warm  and  mo  id,  favours  the  diffufion 
of  contagious  complaints  ....  139,  235 

, what  date  of  it  mod  favourable  in 


London  211 

White  lead,  its  effects  on  manufadturers,  paint- 
ers, plumbers,  &c 273 

Wind,  modly  blows  from  the  E.  and  N.  E. 

till  Midfummer 152 

Winter,  what  difeafes  prevalent  in,  59,  65-6,  72, 

76-7,  1.3 1,  145-8,  172-9,  178,  238-9,  253,  300 


FINIS. 


New  Medical  Books  publijbcd  by  R.  Phillips . 359 

Illullrated  by  a coloured  Plate,  reprcfenting  the  Puftules  in 
four  different  Stages.  A Second  Edition,  price  2t.  6d. 

A CONCISE  VIEW  OF  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT 
FACTS  WHICH  HAVE  HITHERTO  AP- 
PEARED CONCERNING  THE 

INOCULATION  for  the  COW-POX. 

By  C.  R.  AIKIN, 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  of  London. 

“ This  is  a judicious  compendium,  and  well  calculated, 
to  fupply  the  place  of  the  numerous  interelling  publica- 
tions that  have  appeared  on  the  fubje>5l  of  the  Cow-pox  ; 
particularly  to  pcrfons  who  do  not  find  it  convenient 
to  purchafe  a multiplicity  of  books.  To  a concife  and  ac- 
curate account  of  the  different  obfervations  on  this  fubjeiff, 
and  a clear  view  of  the  refult  of  the  feveral  experiments  that 
have  been  made  with  the  view  of  afcertaining  the  nature  of 
the  difeafe,  and  the  advantages  likely  to  accrue,  from  infti- 
tuting  a general  inocculation  with  Cow-pox  matter  inftead  of 
the  Small-pox,  the  author  has  added  a coloured  engraving, 
reprefenting  the  Cow-pox  pullule  in  its  different  ftages.” 

London  Medical  Review . 


THE  SOLDIERS  FRIEND; 

OK, 

THE  MEANS  OF  PRESERVING  THE  HEALTH  OF 
MILITARY  MEN. 

Addreffied  to  the  Officers  of  the  Britijh  Army. 

By  WILLIAM  BLAIR,  A.  M. 

Surgeon  to  the  Lock-Hofpital  and  Afylum,  and  of  the  Old 
Finlbury-Difpenfary.  Price  zs.  fewed. 


In  One  elofely-printed  and  thick  Volume  Duodecimo,  con- 
taing  more  Letter-Prefs  than  any  other  popular  Medical 
Book  of  the  fame  defeription  : Price  6 s.  bound : 

THE  FAMILY  PHYSICIAN. 

.Confiding  of  Plain,  Pra&ical,  and  Comprehen five,  DIREC- 
TIONS for  the  PREVENTION  and  CURE  of  DIS- 
EASES, and  for  the  attaining  of  HEALTH  and  LONG 
LIFE  ; colic-died  from  the  belt  modem  Authors,  and  in- 
cluding every  recent  Improvement  and  Difcovery.  The 
s Whole 


360  Neto  Medical  Books  publijhed  by  R.  Phillips. 

Whole  diverted  of  technical  and  profcflional  Terms,  and 
adapted  to  the  ufeof  Heads  of  Families,  and  of  all  Pcrfons 
who  have  not  had  a Medical  Education. 

By  ALEXANDER  THOMSON,  M.D. 

Author  of  Medical  Confultations  ; of  an  EITay  on  the  Dif- 
cafes  of  Women  ; of  a Ticatife  on  the  Nerves;  of  a Tranf- 
lation  from  the  Latin  of  Bontius  on  the  Difcafes  of  Java ; 
of  a Tran  flat  ion  of  the  Lives  of  Suetonius,  with  Notes  ; 
of  Dialogues  in  a Library  ; and  of  Letters  on  the  Britifh 
Mufeum. 


The  Medical  and  Pkyjical  Journal; 

Continued  on  the  Firft  Day  of  every  Month.  Price  z r. 

CONTAINING 

The  ORIGINAL  CORRESPONDENCE  of  EMINENT 
PRACTITIONERS, 
and  the  earlieft  Information  on  Subjeds  of 
MEDICINE,  SURGERY,  CHEMIST!^,  PHARMACY, 
BOTANY,  AND  NATURAL  HISTORY: 

Conducted  by  Dr.  BRADLEY, 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  London  ; 
• Pliyfician  to  the  Weftminfter-Hofpital,  and  to  the  Afyium 
for  Female  Orphans ; Ledurer  on  the  Theory  and  Pradice 
of  Medicine,  &c.  &c. 

By  Dr.  BATTY, 

Licentiate  of  Midwifery  in  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians, 
London,  of  the  Bntifh  Lying-In  Hofpital ; Phyfician  to 
the  Infant  Afyium  ; Fellow  of  the  Lmnaean  Society  ; 
and  Le&urer  on  Midwifery. 

And  the  Foreign  Department  by  Dr.  NOEHDEN, 

Of  Gottengen, 

Vice- Secretary  to  the  Phyfical  Society  of  Gottengen;  Cor- 
refponding  Member  of  the  Linnaean  Society,  London,  and 
of  the  Medical  Society  at  Paris. 

f£|p  The  former  Numbers  of  this  Journal,  which  were  out 
of  Print,  having  been  reprinted,  complete  Sets,  or  any  fingle 
Number,  may  be  had  of  all  the  Book  fellers.  The  firft  Four 
Volumes  may  be  had  in  Boards,  Price  Two  Pounds  Four 
Shillings. 


Printed  by  H' L.  Galabiti,  Ingram-Court,  London. 


